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OF THE 

Transactions in BENGAL. 


^f^anjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Dated March 26, 
1762. 

« friendly letter, dated 

^ Y ^ the 17th of Shaaban, I have 
received, and I rejoice at the 
news of your welfare. You wrote that, 
Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje- 
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob- 
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing, 
the Kelladar of Mongheer, which he 
fent him; and that the Mharajah know- 
VoL. II. B ing 
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ing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter 
ftnd gave it t that the Kelladar would tiot 
ifulfer the ferjeant to go into the fort to 
look after the foldiers, and made a diilur- 
bance for a trifling affair ; that I Ihould 
write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar, 
and order him to fuffer the fort to be 
fearched for the foldiers j an J that he be 
punifhed in cafe they be found there.” 

Whatever you write is proper : yet, 
froih my firft acceflion to the govern- 
ment, I have perceived, that many Englifh 
gentlemen were ill aflfefted to me, and 
thatthecountry wasnot in my own hands. 
The caufe of the difaifedtion of thofe 
gentlemen I know not } you may. The 
caufe of the country’s not being in my 
hands is this j that from the fadtory of 
Calcutta to Coflimbuaar, Patna and 
Dacca, all the Bnglifh chiefs, with their 
gomallahs, officers and agents, in every 
diflfidl of the government, adt as col- 
ledtors, renters, zemindars and taalook*- 
dars, and fetting up the Company’s 
colors, allow no power to my officers. 
And befldes^ this, the gomaftahs and 6* 

' ther 
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Act fervants iti evefy in every 

guhge» perganah and viUage> carry on 
a trade in oil, fifh, llraw, bamboos, rice, 
paddy, beetle-nut, and other things; 
and every man with a Company’s duftuck 
in his hand, regards himfelf as not lefs 
than the Company. In this cafe I never 
can have any authority as long as I live. 
Neverthelefs I believed, and adlired niy- 
felf, that you would not liften to what 
flanderers might fay of my proceedings j 
and that whenever I write to you about the 
oppreffions of the gomaftahs, you would 
punilh and keep them within bounds. 
But now, from the letters which I have 
twice received from you, it is evident^ 
that whatever I write, you regard as a 
falfehood ; and that whatever thofe gen- 
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying 
me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to. I have no rci 
medy. 

Rajebullub as Naib might have 
written, and given a letter about fuch 
an afiair, when I was not within two or 
three days journey of Patna ; but whilft 
B 2 lam 
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1 am at hand, what authority has he to 
proceed in fuch an affair without my 
knowledge ? Therefore he ftrongly der 
nies that he wrote fuch a letter, as you 
mull have known before this from his 
letter which I fent you. This circum- 
ilance ought to be enquired into ; be- 
caufe, if he did write, and give fuch a 
letter, and then deny it to me, it is 
certain that he had a defign to dillurb 
the friendfhip between us ; and in that 
cafe I will punifh him as he delerves, as 
a warning to other incendiaries. 

How could Shuj an Sing give liberty 
to any one to enter the fort ? There is 
a great difference between fending a com- 
pany and a fingle iferjemt ; fince,' from the 
union,between us, I look upon the Com- 
pany’s forces as my own, and their forts 
and mine as the fame : in this bufinefs 
one note or one ferjeant would have been 
fufficient. What occahon was there for 
fending a company ? I mylelf have never 
entertained a European in the fort, and 
what power has Shujan Sing to .entertain 
any withovit my knowledge ? What ferr 

Vice 
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vice TOuld my affairs reap from four or 
five Europeans ? Or what important em- 
ployment could I give them, that I fhould 
ofiend my friends for fo trifling an occa- 
fion ? And fince I well know, and you 
yourfclf are fenfible, that if I fhould ap- 
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, you would immediately grant 
them j why fhould I entertain four or 
five in fecret ? And what is Shujan Sing’s 
fault? I have not allowed entrance into 
the fort j the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis 
commits open adls of hoflility againft 
me, raifes calumnies againft me, corre- 
fponds with my enemies, and inftead of 
a fingle letter fends two hundred feepoys^ 
and all that he has written to you is ut- 
terly falfe. I have made a ftri<ft: enquiry, 
and I am certain there is not an Englifh 
deferter in the fort of Mongheer. Till 
you and the gentlemen of the council^ 
do me juftice in this affair, and fend me 
fbme perfbn from Calcutta to enquire in- 
to it, and bring the flanderers to fhame, 
I will upon no account permit the fort 
to be fearched.. That gentleman has in- 
B 3 vented 
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vented this falfe charge againft me to^ 
day; and you upon h|s infQrination« 
without any enquiry, order me to let the 
fort he fearched. Another day, if he 
writes that a dependant of ynnrs, or an 
European, is concealed in my tent Of 
houfe, and that I am an enemy of the 
Company’s, you will believe him, miA 
trull: me, and order me to fuffer a fearch 
to be made there likewife.” 

Bxtra 0 a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor. . Dated May 24, 1762. 

** O U write me, that ** by carry<^ 
A ing on fo long a correfpondenee 
in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing 
more than, whether fearch lhall be made 
for fome European deferters ; from 
whence you perceive, it is the intention 
of fome deligning perfons to breed a dif-^ 
fenfion between me and the Company ; 
that if* Shujan Sing had permitted the 
feijeant to go into the fort, and look 
for the deferters, there would have been 
an end of the dilute ; that I Ihould be* 
lieye you, firm to the treaty and your cn-s 
4 gagements. 



m ^enoal. 7 

gagemerits, nor hoarken to the fuggef- 
tions of dehgning perfons, but remove 
them from me»” 

T H 0 u Q H I have ever continued firm 
to the treaty, and to my engagements j 
though I have maintained my faith to 
you inviolable with my heart and foul i 
and am, refolved whilft I live to perfe - 
vere in the duties of friendfliip ; yet Mr* 
Ellis, from his inveterate enmity againft 
me, invents falfehoods, and writes them 
to you. It grieves me, that you ihould 
pay fuch regard to what he writes, con- 
olude every thing that I write to be falfe, 
and Hill tell me to let the fort be fearch- 
edj and treat this affair, which is the 
greatefl mark of indignity and diflrufl, 
as a trifle. 

I T is amazing you have not difco- 
vered who is the defigning perfon be- 
tween you and me. I have no defign- 
ing perfon about me. If upon enquiry 
any fuch he difcovercd, 1 will punifli 
him as he deferves. If I write, that fuch 
a perfon in your ibcie^ is the defigning 
man, you will not belieye me. Before 
B 4 this* 
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Habob Salar Jung’s, Naib of the Viziri 
from thence you muft have ieen what 
peribn is an enemy to my country and 
life. You are my prote^orj and your 
chief iitting at Patna writes in enmity to 
me to the court; and proclaims with aloud 
voice in publick company, that ** I am 
going to the fouth, and that he will fend 
two thouland Europeans, who fliall le- 
vel the fort of Mongheer with the earth j 
that his Majefty is about to reftore the 
Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn, or the family 
of Serfraz Cawn; that he has written 
letters to the Company, and it . will be 
feeh what anfwer will arrive.” How 
long (hall I write on thefe matters ? Or 
what profit do I get by writing ?” 

'BxtraSt of a Letter from Lieutenant Iron- 
fide to the Governor, Dated April 27, 
1762. 

** TJ'ARLY this morning Mr. Haf- 
X-i tings arrived at Mongheer. A- 
bout amile and a half from the town 
he found a party o^'ornrs encamped, con« 

fitting 



o£ one feijcant, and a compleat 
eomj^y of feepoys, who came Tome 
time in February laft, and remained 
here by order. By a ftridl prohibition 
of the Nabob, produced by the Kella« 
dar, they have be^jn conftantly refufed 
admittance into the fort } and whenever 
they approach the town, either tingle or 
in fm^l bodies, the gates are always 
clofed againil them. The ferjeant men- 
tions to have received notice about the 
latter end^of February of two Europe- 
ans, who were faid, by the town’s peo- 
ple, to be then in the place j but that 
he himfelf has never feen them, nor 
heard of them tince, any where about 
the country. 

In confequence of yours and Mr. 
Haftings’s orders, I. was in the fort to- 
day for ibme hours, the ferjeant and two 
feepoys with me, who, as well as my- 
felf, were acquainted with the place. A^e 
difperfed feveral ways, and made a Aridr 
but inetiei^ual iearch. 

One European indeed 1 met with, a 
lame Frenchman^ -vvho has'^ been a long 

while 
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nr&iJ© in the Nabob’s fervicf i who loft 
on arm in it, and tells me, he was fent 
to this garrifon about fix months ago, I 
oxamined this man very particularly 
concerning the deferters, and aocompa-* 
Died my queftiona wiA promiresof frecN 
dom, and a handfomc recompencc, if ho 
would difcover to me whore they were ; 
hut he abfolutely afiured me, that there 
was not only none here at prefent, but 
that he had never feen a fingle Europe-r 
an in the fort fince his comipg. 

Upon enquiring in the town, the 
iame anfwers were returned. From 
thefe accounts I am apt to believe, what^ 
ever deferters may have taken Ihelter 
there, ' they have been long gone from 
thence. The extreme mifery of the 
wretch, to whom I offered the gratuity, 
feems to confirm this opinion, fince he 
ftarcely would have rejected fuch terms 
of protetfiion and reward, for declaring 
what could in no manner aifis^ him to 
his detriment. He is veiy anxious for 
Ida Uberty, whichT^ Ha^gs intends 
to folHcit foAto>^ 


The 
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The ftUe of Mr. EUis-s letters, wat 
evidently calculated to inflame the minds 
of fuch of the members of the Board, 
as had taken up the faihe prejudices a<> 
gainft the Nabob with himfelf, and were 
ready to fecond his views. According* 
ly, upon all occafions, when thefe re* 
prefentations were received from Patna, 
feme one was always ready to propofe 
the moft violent meafures ; for exam* 
pie, when advice was received from Mr; 
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad* 
mittance into Mongheer fort, to fearch 
for the deferters, it was propofed, that 
an a-dditional number of troops ihould 
be fent to force an entrance ; and when 
Coja Antoon (fent down prifoner by 
Mr. Ellis, for purchafing live maun^ 
q£ falt*petre) arrived in Calcutta^ it was 
moved by fome, that he fliouM be 
publickly whipped ; and Mr. Johnftone^ 
Arongly urged, that he fliould have his 
ears cut oflf ; and as there was at this 
time a large majority of Ae. Board in 
this difpofltion, or I may rather fay that, 
at this time, I had not even one to fup* 
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port.m in continual apiJirthen* 

ifions, that fome violent meafurea would 
place, and make an irreparable 
breach between us and the Nabob ; I 
therefore made it my ftudy, by mode^^ 
ration, to abate this violent Ipirit which 
prevailed. I forbore to make any re- 
marks on the ileps which had been taken 
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re- 
medied ; and rather Teemed to approve 
ef what was paded, to prevent their 
going to greater lengths, and keep 
things quiet upon the footing they then 
were, until orders could be received 
from the Company. Guided by this 
principle, when Coja Antoon arrived in 
Cdcutta, I joined with the reft of the 
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz- 
ing him; and by that concedion, brought 
them to agree to his being Tent back to 
the Nabob, and referred to him to be 
pOniihed. “ Tn the Tame manner, when 
the Tcepoys, lent by Mr. Ellis to fearch 
fhe fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad- 
imttance, and had poftedr themfelves at 
i^or or 'ftv4t ,miles^^ I agreed 

;;u,r , 'v. - with- 
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the ' Board, in 'ordering them to re* 
main there quiet, until an officer was 
admitted to fearch for the defer ters ; and 
by repeated reprefentatlons to the Na- 
bob, of the neceffity of his acquieicing 
fo far, at length obtained his confent. 
This explanation of the reafons of my 
condud, on thefe occalions, feemed ne- 
ceffiary, as I think I am. more liable to 
cenfure, for having fo far approved of 
Mr. Ellis’s unjuftifiableproceeding$,than 
for all the fupport I have given the Na- 
bob, in the exercife 6f his due authori* 
ty, although I have been frequently re- 
proached Avith having defended the rights 
of his government, beyond the bounds 
of julHce. 

Notwithstanding all the af- 
furances I could give the Nabob, he 
was made fo extremely uneafy by thelb 
continual infults, that his own people^i 
and the whole country, could not help 
obferving it. Thofe who were difaffeft- 
cd about his perfon, did not lofe the op- 
j^rtunity of encouraging his enemies by 
reporting, that the Engliffi were on thc- 

point 
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{Kiint of breslking with him j they 
had fent an army againA Mongheer fort | 
Pat more forcea were coming up frcmi 
CaicutU ; and that he, unabk to con<* 
tend with the Engltih, wae refolved not 
to return from the Bowjepoor country, 
but retire into the Deccan. At the fame 
time, they were continually iniinuating 
to the Nabob, that Mr. Ellis was a^iuak 
ly refolved to attack him, and that Co-^ 
lonel Coote was coming up with the fame 
defign *. It is not to be wondered, that 
fuch reports, corroborated by the infults 
Mr. Ellis had actually committed, Ihould 
create in the Nabobftrong fufpicions^ and 
^ altho* 

About this time a confpiracy was deteAed a- 
galnft the Nabob’s perfon ; which was carried on 
by Sebteram Dcwan, Sheik Stok>o]la Jemaiatdar 
(two pf the Nabob’s chief confidents) and Narain 
Sing, and Muttroomul Hircarras. It was difco- 
■^red. by Tome intercepted letters from the confpira> 
tws to PulwanSing, and the other rebel zemindars 
if Bowjepoor. I fhall infert only one of them, 
which will ferve to fhew, by the arguments made 
i^ of, die unhappy confequences of Mr. Ellis’s con- 
da*9:, and the encouragetnentr it gave to theNa- 
:;l»ob*e enemlesi*^ . - . ■ ■ * . ■ 

Tranjlatim 
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I ftm perfuadedhehftd an entire cen-« 
fidence in iny friendihip» and knew, that 
I would do niy utmoil to prevent aiiy 
infringement ef the agreement between 

him 

Tranjlathn of a Letter Seeteram to Raja Rul- 
Wan Sing, the frincifttl Bowjepoor Rajeih. 

** T LbHG much to fee you, I havealrtady wrote 
you the particulars^ which you have doubt-* 
le& peruledt Qod grant you may foon return tU 
your own Country, and their is great probability, 
that will foon happen, for the Nabob Col£m Allee 
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variances and 
Mr. Ellis (chief of the Englilh fadlory at Patna) and 
Goorgheen Cawn, are great enemies to each other i 
and Mr. Ellis has fent on army of feepoyi to ralfi» 
Mongheer fort. In this Atuation the Nabob cannot 
remain in this country. It appears, that he will 
take the Deity road, on account of the difputes 
between him iuidthe Europeans. Shuja Dowlawill 
fhortly be in polTeflion of this province, and you 
will be in polTel&on of your zemindarree 5 fo make 
yourfelf quite eafy.” 

As foon as the Nabob had poiTelAon of thefe let-' 
ters, he fummoned Seeteram into his prefences 
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of 
feveral hundreds of people, many of them of dif- 
tindlion, who were aAembled on this occailon, and 
produced other proofs of his guilt. He appealed 
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I^ei^d t|iat |pwe^ wa§,no| lii^ 
ill^t> And he ^p^ed^Bas£» 
J^nred in fever4 of his letters, on the 
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir- 
reconcileable enemies, 

1^ o T H I N G is fo difficult as to re- 
move fufpicions of this kind when once 
they have taken root, efpecially if there 
be any advifers who have an intereffi in 
fomenting the quarrel. In fuch a cafe, 
every affiirance of friendfhip is repre- 
fented as a deiign to deceive and un- 
guard, and then to take an advantage ; 
and when fuch reprefentations can be 
ftrengthened with notorious inflances of 
recent affironts, there is hardly a poffi- 
bhity they ihould hot gain credit. 

Whilst 

to the aflembly for their fentence on him, which 
was unanimous, that he was guilty, and deferred 
to fuller death } and he was executed accordingly. 
A few days after Narain SingV and Muttroomul, 
underwent the fame trial, and the fame fate. ' Sheik 
Sadoolla, who was encamped Ut fame diftance, re- 
i^ed to obey the fummons. The Nabob detached 
a body of forces againft him, Urith Orders to bring 
hip bribredlini^ riire or dead. He ftood upon hie’ , 
defence, and 
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W H I L s T thefe commotions were en- 
couraged at Patna, the enemies of the 
Nabob were not idle below ; they in- 
vented a large parcel of letters, and 
handed them to Mr. Batfbn, chief of 
Coilimbuzar, as copies of a correlpon- 
dence between the Nabob, his uncle 
Torab Alice Cawn (who was his deputy 
at Moorfhedabad) and Coja Petrus, an 
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe 
Mr. Batfon tranfmitted to the Board; 
they brought with them many marks of 
forgery, but one in particular, which 
was fufficient to convince me, as they 
fpoke of a man, who was faid to have 
been fent With a meflage from the Na-. 
bob to me, of which man and meflage 
I had never heard. However, all my 
afTurances had little weight with minds 
filled with fuch watm prejudices ; and 
it had well pigh been refolved to feize 
Coja Petrus, and all his papers, upon 
no better evidence than thefe fuppofcd 
copies, although confuted by their own 
contents. However, , it was agreed to 
proceed on an eng^uiiy with the greateft 

VoL. II, C fecrecy; 
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fecirtfeyi in order t» Arrive at fotne proof; 
btti the more we enquired, the ftrottger> 
was dxB appearance of forgery, although 
\ire could not pofitively trace it to the 
firft author. 

• Such pains taken to (bw diflen^ons 
and jealoufies on both lides; could not 
fail to produce a quarrel^ and that very 
diortly. Although the Nabob confent- 
ed to all that I ptopofed* drith rcfpeft to 
Coja Antoon, that he fhould be difmif- 
fed his fei*vice ; and with refpeCt to the 
dcferters, that an officer font by me 
ihould fearch the fort of Mongheer. Yet 
fuch reiterated affronts left upon his 
mind a fixed refentment and extreme 
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in- 
ftance of die ftrength of the party op-* 
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe- 
cure him againfi: th^r open and fbcrec 
defignc. And on our part, although I 
was convinced myfdlf, thatthe Nabob had 
neither the means nor the ijUcliUatioU %0 
fet himfeif up agaii^ Us ; yet fo many 
reports were fpread abom of ^ approa^- 
diat many muifi; ineOUflMy 
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be deceived} fome for want of an op- 
poFtufli^ of bein^ better informed^ and 
more by depending on the information 
of iheh, as were always willing to be- 
lieve what they wiftied, and therefore 
gave that turn to every piece ^ kitdli- 
gence however iaconfiftent with jeafbn. 


SgpTION i?:, 

Mr. Haftings's Depjitatipn to the Nabpb, 
The State and Qaufes of the 'Difputes 
between the Officers of the Govern- 
ment, and , our Agents io the injiand 
Trade. 

^eq/bns of this Geppitation. •— Inftrudiions 
to Mr. Haftings. — Mr. Amyatt’j Mo- 
tion Jor an additional Claufe. — Debatt 
■ , tatd Opinion thereupon. ’•^Tbe Claufe a-. 

^feed to. ^Copy of it.—rMr. AmyattV 
■ further Minute. — Mr. Haftings ar- 
rhes at the NabobV camp, -r-'fhe Na- 
hch's Anfvoer to the Boards Mef age. 
^Mr. Haftings endeavours in^e^ually 
to reconcile Mr. Ellis voiti the Nabob, 
c C 2 —Two 
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j Letters^ on that ^SuijeB, — 

he ter from Mrt Haftings Mi the Board!* 

X ,<^ Beveral Letters between Mr,' Haf- 
; stings and JWr. , Vjuifittart. -- Letters 
I from the Board to Mr, Haftings affi/ 

. Mr, Ellis. — Mr, EllisV Aiftoeriv^ 
Bife of the DiJ^utes between the Na- 
. bob’j Officers and our Agents,— Letters 
on that SubjeB between Mr, Vanfittart 
I ■ and Mr. Haftings*— •jMr. Haftings re- 
turns to Ci\c.\xtt3i.,— Complaints from the 
’. Nabob and his officers, regarding our 
r. Agents and Gomajiahs, 

T hings could not lland long up- 
on the point to which they were 
now brought. : Every word and a(5t.ton 
5 of the. Nabob’s was conftrued into a de- 
claration of a defign againft the Englidi $ 
and particularly from the chief and coun- 
cil at Patna fuggellions of this kind were 
frequent ; whilft, on the part of the Na- 
bob, every ordinary motion of ours was 
reprefented to him in fuch colors, as 
^ Wbuld moft add to his apprehehfions of 
our intending to break with him. This 

lurking 
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lurking diieale, if not fpeedily removed, 
ihuft foon break out with violence! and 
Ae moft eiFe<^ual remedy I judged, 
would be to fend a perfon, in whom the 
Nabob had great confidence, to affure 
him, that his fufpicions of our intend- 
ing to break with him were groundlefs j 
to defire him not to give ear to thofe 
who ftudied to reprefent every thing in 
the worft light j to advife him to forget 
what had pafied between him and Mr. 
Ellis j and finally to endeavor to bring 
about a reconciliation between them ; in 
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis 
would readily join. With thefe vlfev^s 
I propofed to the Board, to fend Mr. 
Hafiings on a deputation to the Nabob ; 
which was agreed to, and the following 
infirudtions prepared. 
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^Py Governor and Counctts Ik- 

Jiru^ions to Mr.VL^ingBi Hated CH*- 
. ijutta, March 15, 1762. 

*f T X 7E hare obfervedi for ibtne^ 

' VV pafli an uneafihefs Of jealouijr 
in the Nabob’s condu(^> which we can 
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports 
and rcprefcntations of mifchievous per« 
fons } and being defirous of convincing 
him, that We wi(h fdr nothing mofej 
than to f)referVe the prefent tranquility 
of the country, to avoid all difputeS^ 
and to conform to the terms of the trea-# 
ty fubfitling between him and the Com*# 
pany. We think ptoper to depute you* 
in Whom the Nabob has great confix 
4once*' to make him thofe anurances oa 
our behalf. 

At the fame time we Ihould be ex- 
tremely glad to difcover who have been 
the fecret authors of this growing jea- 
loufy. We imagine, there may be fome 
as well amongft the perfons living under 
wlr protection, ds about the Nabob’s 
per fon. "^ You may aflure the Nabob, that 

wr 
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we ihill fcverely puniih thofe \4rhb be-* 
long to us, whenever we can fix the 
guilt j ind you will jfirenuoufly recom- 
mend to him to do the fame on his 
part. 

The fooner you can fet out on this 
commifiion the better, that the bad ef- 
fects, which the want of confidence be- 
tween us and the Nabob might occafion 
in the country, may be prevented.” 

The next Council day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a motion in the following 
terms. 

- Mr. Amyatt recolleds the jPrefi- 
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of 
rupees were promifed by Goflim Alice 
Cawn to the Board i but that he would 
not conf^t to this money’s being re-? 
received till the debt to the Company a 
was paid : as that is now iatisfied, Mr. 
Amys^t is of opinion, it ihould be made 
a part of Mr. Hafiings’s inllru<aions, to 
cnde«Lvoir to recover the promifed twen^ 
ty lacks of rupees ; and when recover- 
1’ , C 4 ed. 
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0 ^ idi4t iftl^ead of being diftribufed 
noOhgft the members of the Board> which 
could not fail railing a fufpicion, that onr 
ai^^nts to the revolution were bought, 
the money Ihould be brought to the cre- 
dit of the Company.” 

- As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely 
think the Company had a right to make 
iiich a demand upon the Nabob, it is 
impollible to aflign any other reafon for 
this motion, than an intention of fruf- 
trating, by fo unjuft and vexatious adif* 
-pute, the good end propofed from Mr. 
Haftings’s deputation, and effedlually 
ftiutting up all the ways of reconcilia- 
'tion, by a demand, which every one 
knew the Nabob would rejed with afto- 
-niftiment. However, Mellieurs John- 
ftone and Hay joined heartily in this 
demand j and whether they thought ma- 
:,^r Carn'ac’s opinion would add weight 
>5-to their refolutiohs, or whether they 
'Were unwilling to de]»ivehim of a (hare, 
in every opportunity of infulting the 
; Nabob r*or whether it was the majpr’s 

own' 



^ranfit^kus ‘irt Be mo At* . 

«>wh defire to be a paity on this occ^on, 
it was moved *, that he fiiould be calkd 
to the Board, although it is very certain* 
according to the Company’s regulations*^ 
he could not fit there on fuch a fubjedl. 

The 

* The following is the fubftance of the debate, 
Upon the motion for calling major Carnacto the 
Board upon this occalton. 

“ Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of the 
colonel and major Ihould be alked, with regard to 
the Inftrufliions to be given to Mr. Haftings. 

The queftion being put, whether the colond 
and major (hould be defired to attend i 

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt are of opi- 
nion, the Company’s intention, in their ftx^-third 
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and matt^, 
relative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote wd 
major Carnac are to be prefent, and confulted in 
-affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputatidns, al- 
-liances, and in drawing up inftru£tions, for whoever 
, may be fent in fuch publick chara£ler, on the part 
of the Board, when the national honor, and the 
’ Company’s buftnefs, are interefted. The Governor* 
thinks, that the Company’s inftru6Uons, in the 
- fixty>fourth paragraph of. their commands, of the 
.13th of March, 1761, are very plain* that neither 
colonel Coote, nor major Carnac, are members ei* 
ther of the Board, or Seled Committee, excepting 
in cafes wfaerv military affairs only are under de- 
■ » ‘ bate* 
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The opinions given by the ibvefiJ 
stembers, and by rnyfelf* with rei^<^ 
to the propofed demand, ware thefe fol^ 

h»wing4 

Mr. HayV Minute, 

*♦ As it appears to me, from the Pre- 
fident’s declaration, that the bond for 
this money was given to the members of 
the Board, that were then prelent in 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell was 
one of them > from its being the oply 
advantage gained by the treaty with Cofr* 
hm Allee Cawn, except his promife to 
get the Nabob Meer Jafiier Allee Cawn 
to make over die revenues of the lands, 

novv 

fcate. Theft are the ’(Vorda ^ the Compafly^s }et> 
ttf, aad need no explanataon; aad are apparenlSy 
iatended to limit the meaning of the word rtlatiw'^ 
svikidh ilands in the foregoing paragraph, and which 
can lie underftood only of negotiations to beoarried 
na withany foiseign power, widi a view tofoaie pi?e^ 
jciSfod military operadon. He ihiakt^e inflrue*- 
Stens tDldr. Ha^^gs are no ways relative to mHi> 
emy affiun ^ yet it is not at aH ^fagreeahle to him 
the t^ice nf dioft gentloi^, if.theftdt 
^ tke ftw the ^gohd ^ dft 
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pow -pofiefTed' by the Company» for th^ 
maintenance of our troops in his fer-o 
vice i and that the only expence and rilk 
9f putting in Coilim Allee Cawn, for 
l^hich he promiicd and gave a bond 
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on th« 
Conipany. I think, that they have an 
undoubted right to the money, and tha$ 
it ihould be demanded of the Nabob on 
their account! and in cafe he refufes 
payment on account of the bond’s being 
returned, that he Ihould be made to un- 
derhand, that it was returned without 
proper authority, and not by an order of 
the Board.” 

Mr. Johnftone’j Minute. 

** Mr. Johnftone thinks Mr. Hailf 
ings Ihould be dire&ed to aik this iiim, 
promiied by Cohim Allee Cawn, in con^ 
lequence of fervicc to be rendered hin^^ 
.by die reprefentatives of the Compariy, 
and by $h^r power and influence, whick 
inay therefote be confldered as the Com- 
^pftny’s due $ odierwife, the proceedings 
of their m du? advancement ^ 

i..; ' ' CoiSm 
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Allee Cawn, would be liabie 
the foTpicion, that their motives Wetb 
other than thofe they have declared') 
that when Colltm Allee Cawn tendered' 
his bond to the members then prefent til 
Calcutta, the Company might have eix> 
pe£fced their agents to have accepted and 
transferred it to their account^ from the 
feme fpirit of difintereftednefs, as the 
only immediate advantage then offered, 
cfpecially as the Company ran the rifk, 
and fupplied the force and expence re- 
quired for this revolution : and he joins 
. in opinion with Mr. Hay, that as the 
bonds were not returned by a regular 
deed of the council, the amount may 
ilill be demanded and recovered of the 
Nabob.” 


' “* Major Carnac is of opinion, the 
demand propofed to be made to the Na- 
bob, by Meffieurs Amyatt, Johnllone, 
land Hay, of the twenty lacks, ought to 
he done, were it only in juftification bf 
t tlfemfelves ; for, howe’Ver innocent the 


of the Boai^ may be, ihe 
'%veidd'Bjdl!Bd)ly irtfe 

,^., 1 : r ' all 
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ftll received fome pecuniary confidera^ 
tidn, in return for having appointed Cof- 
Allee Cawn to the Subahdarree; 
Vtrhereasy from this demand being made, 
the contrary will appear upon record. If 
the Nabob refufes, which I' think he 
will and ought, we are juftified at once j 
and if he grants it, there is fo much 
gained to the Company.” 

PrefidentV Minute. 

** That a right judgment may be 
formed, whether the demand propofed 
by Mr. Amyatt, to be made upon the 
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is rea- 
fonable or not ? It feems neceflaty to re- 
cite here all the circumftances of the 
cafe, on which he would found the cl^m. 
T have informed the Board more than 
once, and particularly in confultation 
January 12, 1761, that Coffim AlW 
' Cawn (now the Nabob) at the time of 
r concluding the treaty with him, in the 
.month of September, 1760, defired'to 
make a prefent to myfelf, and the 
' gentlemen of the Sele<£l Comnait- 
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then at Calcutta. I have as often 
nteiitibned, diat 1 immediately and ab;^ 
folutcly declined die laid oifer, fot my- 
felf and the teft of the gentlemen, eh- 
fcrving to Coflim Allee Cawn, that in 
die agreements entered into "with him^ 
we had no odicr view, but the reftoring 
Older to the country, and fettling a more 
certain fund for fupplying the ttnavoicU 
able expences of the Company, then fo 
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat- 
ba had been fomc months without their 
pay'j at the fame time, that the Nabob’s 
own awaits were in fo diftrefled a condi- 
tion, that he was every day in danger of 
tofing his life, by the mutinous attempt* 
of his troops. 

The paper which Collim Alice Cawii 
delivered me, containing diis propofal, f 
tetumed the very moment I had read Itl , 
It was wrote in Perfianj a.nd, to the bejft 
of my recolleiftion, was to the follow- 
ing purpoft : ** That three months af- 
ter his appointment to the ncabut, or de- 
puty ^goya^mentj under the Nabob, Jaf- 
ficr AJIcr Ca\VTi,‘ he would give twent]^ 

' • lacks 
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liaicks of to Meflieurs Vanfit* 

tart, Holwelly Caillaud, Sumner aiid 
M*Gtvire.'’ Theft four gentlemen en-* 
tirely approved of my refufai of this of* 
fer ; and what I faid on the occadon to 
Codim Allee Cawn, who was however 
a good d&il furprized and uneafy at iti 
Afterwards at Mnorfhedalx^» when Jaf* 
her Allee Cawn declared his vefedution 
to retire to Calcutta* and Codim Allee 
Cawn was proclaimed Sub^ of the pro- 
vinces, he renewed the fame offer, and 
1 again declmed it in the fame terms, 
adding, that if he found himddf capable 
of raidng money enough to anfwcr the 
monthly payments of the Company’s 
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaf^ 
Allee Cawn, and had beddes any thing 
to fpare, he might make the Company 
n inefent of dve lacks over and above his^ 
agieemetits, to be to Madras, to 
help to defray the exp^ces <rf’ die anny 
before Pondicherry j to which he ititn^* 
diat^ oonfonted* . 

About two months after, -die Na*- 
bob fent me a compliment of a bill for 
- ^ * 25,000 



pip^*rU|ron» 4^^;€^fifionjiaC ihe ’ 
Itillh i;)^; 93ty vroii# 1 laid ^ before 
j%:^4» io ^orukat^oa^^ i «► 176 

smiiid^su^t (^t a& I liidtrge^ted fbc^ 
myfelf, «uid the other gentlemeh of 
S|ple<^ CoiPQimCtee» all offcra of private^ 
empluinent8> and had ^not received a’ 
fing^ rupee from the Nabob, fo neither^ 
would I, while a doubt fubikled wkh 


rp^e£t to the money he had engaged to 
pfiy the Company, or the long arrears of 
his predeceffor’s troops ; accordingly, the > 


25,000 rupees were paid into the Com* 
pany’streafury. v? 

~ Sijf.CE thaty the Nabob has, by fur- 
prifi^ diligence in the regulation of the> 
a^airs of his government, difeharged not > 
only the payments, due to tlw Company^ « 
wi^ the addition of the promi&d five 
lacks, but has alfo fatisfied bis prede-'^ 
cefibr’s and his own troops, notudth^'* 
fianding the TCt^on to the Companyi' 
Burdwan, MidttapO(»» and Ghii?ca|f«mgf:^ 
a very Ivge dedu^on firom his 
revenues. 
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The amount the Company have re- 
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty- 
fix lacks of Sicca rupees *, asprr receipt 
in full, entered after cohfultation Fe- 
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid 
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we 
have received to the 31ft of January 
laft, above fifty- three lacks of current 
rupees •f*, as per abftra<^ed account tranf- 
mitted to the honourable Court of Di- 
redlors by the Warren. After this, I 
cannot fee upon what pretence we can 
demand of the Nabob a further fum of 
twenty lacks of rupees. If we were in 
diftrefs for money for carrying on the 
Connpany’s affairs, and were on that ac- 
count under a neceffity of requefting of 
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, 1 have 
that opinion of him, as to think that he 
would comply with the requeft if in his 
power; or even give it, if iuch an ap- 
plication was to be made to him as a fa- 
vor requefted for the Company. 

■ • A Sicca rupee is worth about 2 s; 8 d. t, reck- 
omug the current rupee at 2 s 4d. 

. t A current rupee is reckoned worth 2 s. 4 d. 

II. D And 
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i^iad df fttcM a faoi is (et up withdut 
the leiift ptea, I thiiik he wih uoi ohiy 
■exeuic himfetf frot» cbiuplyin^ 
unreaibnable a claim, hut wilL- al^b Ibdk 


t^oh it as a mark, that we are net in- 
xliined to obferve on out part the treaty 
#hlch he hat To well fulfilled ou hi¥$ 
aitd in. which it is agreedj that we /hall 
‘-^ nothing more than the monies' there- 
in prbmifed, and the cefiions therein 
'pdl^ed. ' .Coniequently fuch a dimiand 
would very much add to the uneafihefs 
which the Board have of late ohferved 
in the l^^abob, and* which, one and alh 


’Have' eatpreficd a defire of finding out 
'^e caiife oft and rjemot^gv The de- 
mand now propofed:’ teiids' to aggravate 
diat uneafiricfs infiead of removing 
Lhope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’aview in 
making the prc^ it is hard m 

it* can.' 


^oceededi Cectah*^* it it*' not * fr^ 

regard^ to^ : ..nmr ftfOjIi 

^ajiy"'; ' cohyiCtitm^ -the!- jm^Nsft ’W"* ^is 
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t|i€ Comply . oif di« 

Nal«^ JaAcc Allf-e ^CaWff'?, p^cfc^^t Jto 
thye Couacil and Coi|ii^it(9|e ; por ey«r 
gave ,it a» his opiaioa. tHaii Comply 
had a right to it* , , 

. For <|iy. o'wa <part> I think thait 
tho^ thi Comply no# I# hot jmy orfier 
perfon, h^aye any odbeir claim or dcihaad 
upon the Nabob of any fort, that there 
is not eym an appearance of jullke in 
hdr. Amyatt’s propolid, and that the pro» 
iecution of it could have none but bad 
eoa^aaencea*” 

Thr Majority, of the Boaid agreC> 
ing, that the propofed denmid ihould be 
madoapon the Naboby blowing 

poftkr^ vras accor(yhgly added to Mr. 
0afthigs’s inftfiii^kma. 

*f. Awn we fiirdiOi' dire^-yotf, to ap- 
ply to the Nabob iSk . fweiaty lacks 
;,0f rapects, the sanount of thO 
;^gayc at; tjhe time ^ made 

jfVfththicay % the m<^hfrsiof.|b«. Sele^ 

^ i jto 

lb Da which 



vvibdch iucftj 'fiotwithftan jb* 

tjai:;ned ^ bp.nd* , w» conceive Ae iGoi^ 
ip^ny .4 Jtit|l9, rYoWf WiU^ 
ijjfe your b^ft en4e4yprS;;t:o feppyer thf 
f^e as ibon ;a&.ppflible>^^ a^ thp tranqiai^ 
lity of the country, by thp fuccefs of 
our.arsns, has ucdoubtedly enabled 
,tq difcharge the above obb^atiom” < ■ 

\ , ]Mr. Amyatt judging it neceffary to 
make fome reply to the arguments con- 
tained in my minute, it is here infert^ 
ed^ left it Ihould be faid, that any thing 
is omitted, although not material to the 
prefent fubjeft. 

The minute given in by the Preft'? 
dent the 22d of March, .h^s no,t 4 n. ,th^ 
ieaii altered the fentiments of Mr. , Arr 
myatt,j in regard to the . demand proa 
i>oied by him to be made from 
Alice Ca^n^ of the,.ty^enty. l.aclts. jpf 
fusees for thC jUfe. of .the Compa^^^ 

nor 



nor did* any minute or dxprefflon of Mf. 
Vanfittatt's ever imply fttch money wa^ 
not to fee received^ but the contrary, and 
©nly 'iSBfted the payment of it to the 
Nabob'^ gCnerofity, after his other ex- 
pences were defifayed, wh ich was not 
rilking much j for while we remain lb 
powerful in this country, fuch a promifb 
the Nabob will look on as binding as a 
bond, and the taking a bond might 
have bad appearances ; for it is acknow- 
ledged, that a paper was received from 
him, containing a promife of twenfy 
lacks of rupees toMeflf. Vanlittart, Cail- 
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and M*Gwire; 
Now it is not to be imagined, that he 
would have offered lb large a fum to thele 
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other 
members of the Council and Selc^ Com- 
mittee (an offer before unprecedented) 
but as a cohlideration to engage them tp 
Conclude with him a treaty, from wheAce 
he was to reap lb much advantage, with-' 
out regarding the opinions of the reft oi 
the Bokrd. As therefore they could have 
no right to Deceive money Upon ftArh 
P 3 terms. 



9^ Mf r AiiiyaJtHs wi}iing 
^ey Mve not i if th^^ l^ioiigbl 
j^mpor of themf^^ tp fign i irezty bit 
tl|» part pf our Honorable MaAirs, itha 
c^fideration for £>4oing ought to be 
paid to tho^ who were to be the only 
lQfers> in cafe of ill confeqiteoces arihng 
thencefrom. 

The parallel between the j^eient re^ 
c,e^yed by Mr. Amyatt in common with 
the whole Board, as welt as with the 
army and navy i and this of twenty lacks, 
Ibt^ded for hye gentlemen only, is aa 
uiijuft, as it woFuld be to make a pallet 
between the two revolutions ; the one 
^^ablifhed iii confequoncb of the ovefo 
throw of a cominiMi enemy j the other 
b|i dire^ breach bf the former engage* 
ments j the a£t of only part of the 
Council, and to which, had all the mem-t 
berf been cbnfulted, the ihajbrlty would 
‘^pmhably have objeded. ’ Mr. Amyktt 
jwp^s he could agree wiiH the Preh-sr 
^ . that the Nahqh b 

'.^yyards uf ' if'’t^t ^e^;|i 
"^^dhfd he no^nec^^ ft^mia tiiiflbf dhr 

fending 
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Mr^: Uoftings ^p to him. The 
ii^ole f^norGf his cpndu^ demonftmtes 
tdlP contrary j he is keeping up, and 
daily incHeafing a rabble of an anny, 
an initnenie expence $ which he can ^o 
fapm no othct motives^ but from diftruft, 
and a dehre of being independent of us^ 
as he may command, by virtue of the 
treaty, the fcrvfcc of our troops for all 
eccafions. He now remains at the ex* 
trcmity of the country, through hislfli]^ 
picions of us ; and in OrdCr tO be at a 
greater diftance from our fettlcnients, has 
determined on removing the feat of his 
, government to Rajemahl j and indeed it is 
nd wonder he Ihould entertain thele fuf- 
p^ionsi as he can have no fecurity that 
y»re will keep our faith with him, bet- 
ter than we did with his father-in-lai^i 
to whom we were bound by engage- 
ments, more fokmn than thofe hhee en- 
tered into with him j nor^ can he ever 
l^qnit himlelf of his, own treachery to 
Jaffier ,4Uee dawn, which miift ever 
kepp alive the fuipicipns how burning in 
his heart. Mr. Amyatt does not alloW 



deg^e bf merit to OoiSm 
Allee Ga;wn, for having difcharged tl^ 
j>^ments due to the Company and his 
troops ; his being in a condition to dp 
£of was entirely owing to the happy 
change of alFairs by the defeat of the 
£hahzada. The ^me fuccefs would 
haae equally enabled Meer _Jaffier to do 
foi. ^But moreover, Coilim Allee Gawii 
hds taken the opportunity of the tran-* 
^pwlity of the country, to commit th'i 
moll unheard of exa^ions ind oppreih- 
Ons.; and ?(aB^ a further proof of his re- 
gard for Us)^ more particutarly againil 
^h as were.dur avowed friends ; Ram*# 
nariirt-, with niar^ others, are now thtJ 
oidiiapi^'ihftandes thereof, by the' giving' 
up of whom, and becoming in ' ever^ 
things fihtje -fubfefvii^ to the Nabob’s 
vieftSf widiout ' keepmg up* any interel^ 
or^fi^iendfhip With any odier of the leads' 
i^'diefi In die cotintry ;'"thare is* nOfil 
mtftiOfiany rai^' or confequence, *as dafi^f 
£:ilmuch life Vilitf ‘'Or* have lealt -coa^ 

iwdltoh with ahy of ouf thi^fs or c^ 

’■■‘■'"<;maiidi^s;f 



jnafedws, aa their letters to the Board it 
difereot times can teftiffv ’ > ^ c< A; 

To which I only arifweired thefe 
words to dole the fubjeCt. 

. - ■ ■ ■ • ■' •■ ... ' - • ■■■. . •■ . .-■► ^ •K.. 

** The Prefident begs leave to oh« 
ferve, that the treaty entered into wil& 
Coffim Alice Qawn, properly came iixxi 
der the province of the Sele& Commit^i 
tee, and all the members thereof, whd 
were prefent in Calcutta, were unan^^ 
mous in their opinion of it. Aa to the 
remarks on the confequences of that 
treaty, they are the fame as have alrea*; 
dy been often mentioned; and upon 
which we may expedl Ihortly the fenr* 
tipients and diredions of our Honorable 
Matters.” 

Hattings let out the 9th' of Ak 
pril on this comm&oQ, and arrived at Pat^^ 
na the &cond of the month following ; 
hw® li® expected to have met Mr> Eljis* 
and to have conferred with him upon tho 
fubje<tt of that gentleman-a late diiputea 
with the iblabohiv but yhe it^as .then m 
§ingia, acountry-houfe about fifteen miles 

dittant 



frcHft the fa^ory j and contintied 
lli^e during the - whole tiioie .^ 
tings’s ftay at Patna» which was ii^ days. 
Efi&ppointed pf this intei^iew» 
tings proceeded to Serieram, wherd the 
Nabob then lay encamped^ and delivered 
tp him the fobftance of the cominiinon» 
which he had received from the Board. 
lEhe Nabob exprelled much o^ence at 
th^ charge of his having (hewn a jea- 
Ipttfy of the Englifhy and liilened to the 
fuggeftions of thofe who ftrove to create 
t;mirunderAanding between him and the 
Company. He declared with warmth* 
that though he had caufe to complain of 
Individuals ampngft the former, yet he 
htgarded the Enghih in genertd as his 
beft friends, and the Company as his 
fnppert j and- that he knew of no perfon 
that ftrove to create a mhhnderftandlng 
between him and the Company but Mr. 
lEdhs, repeating all the grievance$<whiph 
^he had fuftered from, that gentlemah. 

afterwards gave MrAiHai^ 
dni wtiiif^* to the 

Tranjlation 



qf the to tUi 

Reprefent/ttiom of the Board, 

€« H A T you, gcntlcitieh, ihould 

Jl unrcafonably demand twenty 
lacks of rupees of me, futyrizesme grcat- 
iy. This is a behavior unbecoming men 
of dignity, ill whom It is doubtlefs im- 
proper, after having refufcd a thing, to 
repent of it, and demand it in the name 
of their mailers. It is true, I formerly 
offered to give fuCh a fum to Mr. Van- 
littart, and feme other gentlemen > but 
they pofitively refufed to accept it, lay-» 
ing> ” We are well-wifhers of the 'Com- 
pany, and defire Nothing for ourfelves} 
give the Company the three provinces of 
Burdwan, &c. and that is fufiicienti.* 
Nmv moll of the gendemra, to whom I 
made this offer; have left the country \ 
and as to the one or two who ffill 
main here, I do not think that ichey will 
demand it of me. You,* Sir,* who am 
come to this piaOe to Mrig fo uftjull a 
CMm, On what pretence, and with what 
defign do yon do^foi^ Yon imghtioimepin 

view. 



^e agre^metit I i|&a4^ 
; 5|ii|th younm V^atipn A^aipr of the 

Sr ,^hjere^, vj^r^gr^oi ti 

gi^^, l^einf t|ie three p^pyi^c^s ^of i^urdr 
sy^n* ypu pr<Miif«J* their 
and gayeitni^iQ writings* that after h^v^ 
irig r^ei ved thefe pr0yin$^8» yon would 
pot aik a, t farjddng more of me. s 
HAyiNG accordingly; fully ^complied 
my agreejments, I , did behdes, at 
inftaijce anddefire of Mr. Vanfittar^ 
and of my own free will, give the Compa-* 
ny.hye lacks of rlipees oyer and aboye r 
willing thereby to give Mr. Vanfittart 
a credit with the Company, and that 
they might regard spa as their friend in 
every .rdpedt. By the grace of God, I 
hav^ compleatly fulhlled the treaty, and 
h^ye mot, j in a lingle inilance, deyiated 
i^c^; it. .Xet,. gentlemen, notwithftand-* 
ipg I thia treaty you .folemnly made with 
giei apd ; r^tihed with the feal of die' 
yon new ; demand a fum of 
»a«» whkh' I haye never 
r iborrowed) 



|^i%>Vir^d df ybti, fiGr-dWigi^d niyfelf to 
^y j nor have'yoii, ih ‘tffiy tilaiMier,* thfe 
leaft claita* on iij<i. >1 oWfc iiobOdy 4 
gle rttpoe, nor 'mil I - pay'yOur ddiiiatidi 
This new'cuftcMtt ■tviiieh you arO endoa^ 
voring to fet' Upi-ili Vlolitidft of tho tfOa^* 
tyi between us* this tUfljOiti lb- CalcU^ 
lated for raifing a- diftOrbance, I u^ili 
not admit hor hear of; ' 

You fay, 'thatl fliould r^movO out of 
my mindi whatever jealOUfy T may haV6 
of the Englith. This particular furpriz* 
ed me much j for from 'what, that I have 
faid, does thia jealoufy appear ? And- wHo 
has reported fuch a faHehobd to yOU ? 
It is proper that you fhould make dUe 
enquiry into this affair. I have bCford 
wrote to the GoverUor, of the proceed- 
iag^ of your dependents y aUd it is thd 
way of the iworld, that aUion^ father^ 
and forts; brothers,' friehds add xrttirtiateSV 
differences wffi fometlm^S' arifey bUt? 
foon give ;place to ^ fdertdihipf and berte-^ 
volcnce J ' *nbrl were imy thbife -noablibrs^ 
df> fudi -confequence, that from them 
yp^: / and 

fend’ 



^4^ ^ NA|i!RATlVr^4^ 

;:&n4fii^ ft me:l^ge ^sierent fi?^ tke 
LfSies aad language of irif > 
r y je> ir. are pieajfed to fey, tket^ are »if^ 
^di^votts aod malevpleitt meii, wbo’pr^ 
: fufl^te feandaloua feeriea of yooi 
tfemen. I before wrote repeated** 
lyi duftt whatever viUftio, in my eomifela# 
^e ^eak ill of you before me, • the mo^ 
ment he were known, kelkould bepunkh- 
cd.^ Nowaf fuch an one is known to you, 
gentlemen, write me his name, that 1 
may make an example of Mm. Many 
aew fatflories have been elMMidied m 
e-veiy' part of the country, both on the 
C^pany’s account, and by private gen*^ 
llemen s and' a trade ai^ried on in dil 
iorts ^f goods, iuch as it waa never yet 
^ cufeom tor trade .in.- tMs cfey, 
neither 1 nor my pec^de,^ have ever 
l^red them die leaft ok^ruidion^ nor 
caufed> the lofe of one rupees It 
^ grieves me, that without cauife m* en** 
j^pitry; you, g^deroeii^ iudb fsS* 
ipj^as i to tftkr place iai^ur heauts^. md 
ideeltire to llThli 

k is bdooftingto yot^lSj^^ 

tinually 



' "341^ 

^tiiattailQt fpettkiing ill {•txfwgadiig 

calttmfiiei^' tgaiiift tsacf mi^ r^fetSiaiitk^ 
tf» tafovi aar y«iif iS'AOt unicn^^ 

ta yoii, 'Fhe cidi^^ 

bjr Mr. £liia be&ve niy i^c^j* 

On* mf people^ and the iiila^ancee^ rai^ 
«d in the eottatr^r} lo^ autktnei^ rendel^* 
ed'centesipttbtiC' to aM :In<dol^n'f‘ and oh- 
^vudtiQns thfo^ife tn< the waip of every 
htt^eis of (he gGveranient> iit! the'ptow 
vince of Bahir. All thdb have £ &iiy 
reprefented in my letters to Mr; Yanfio- 
tart from the beginning till now, norfliall 
I dwell on fuch a ^bjedrafre^ 1 ^ becauie 
1 am well perfuaded, that Mr. Vanfif- 
bait, and the gentlemen of the Cotnt^U 
will make a ftri<9? enquiry into (his af- 
fair, and bring to condign puniihmeht 
whoever^ without catife or rea&n, has 
aded as my eneiny j that, ^ thr fnl 
ture, no one* may give interruption to 
my bufine^, nor interfere ift< the afSi^s 
my governments you make 

enquiry into his b^ayferv and biing 
^him to puniihment, my authOri^ will 

■««VW beeai^^Siedi. ^ wT ■ vC :;*, „?4 

' Yon 



Jay, X fliQuId took moon tke 
Xricnpmip and tre^tef of J^nglifhmeii as 
finqere and inviolable. I bave been long 
(Dp{iyi^<^» gentlemen, that Our friend*^ 
ihip wiQpld by n€^ means be interrupted $ 
nnd in ipite of the mhehievous dandies 
■of malicious men, the^ foundations^^of 
our a^ty would be unlhaken; becadfe 
I knpyr for certain,, that the Englidi ne- 
ver break their treaties and agreements, 
and ; that all their enquiries are fincere 
and.unpartiai." . 

- ^8 ^^is, reply taxed Mr. Ellis by 
name, with being, the author of all the 
animodties then fubfifting between him 
and the Council, and in terms which 
left no room for any,, future reconcilia- 
tibn, Mr.’liaftings (that the firft delign 
of his vifit might not be fruftrated in 
the beginning) prevailed upon the Na- 
bob to confent, that he Ihould defer 
Jmding it to the Board, till he had writ- 
to Mr^ Edlis, and Jonnded his dif- 
p^tion v^ith r^pc^ to the means 
j^tlihg an end to the: <h^tenpc b^itytlin 



ht &ir G A t . 

He acdtdingly wr6^ to Mr. J^l- 
li# fdlloWih^‘ lett6^^ 

C<fpy 9J a Lmit Jfm ilifri Haftings to 
,, Mt. Ellis. Sferfarajh, May 13, 

: i^6z, ■ ' ■ "" 

**'T T was a difappoihtment to me, 
X that I Could not &e you at Patna, 
hefbre I' proceeded to the Nabob's camp* 
You canttpt be ignorant of the commif- 
fion which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations fo 
heartily concur, that I Aould have 
eagerly embraced every occafion to create 
a gOpd underftanding between the Nabob ' 
and every perfon ernployed in any part " 
of confequence under the Conipany ; " 
knowing ho^V effent^ fuch a temper is ' 
to the fuccefs of our affairs, I was in 
hopes, that a meeting with you might 
haye enabled nie the more effedlually to ' 
proniote this defign, as yOU could havd •’ 
infiru^d me with the cau&s of the late 
difagreements between yourfelf and thi ‘ 
J^ahpbi add poir^ted oiitfuch expedients, -^ 
^thedno^ remedy them^^f 

>^X,vIL E Your 



opportunity (which, ^ogh Imtt at ^ m>7 
Cbmplimenl due to a member of yois^ 
owft 

beil fcrfb^ wS^Sftcif. " Ift- 

ting afide al| perfonal confiderafidn^ - 1 
airt^yet willliiigto«gffey(m w thSe'w<|ld' 
a pfool et ity defire td? remoa® <very 
OGOlfion of fitfiirufi:' or difieftfioni wlui^i ? 
im^-difturb publk(^d^ in ofier*‘ ^ 
in^ yoi^ freely my aOiftance^ to promots> •. 
a better di^^tiojii betwoeo 
aial yoOrfelfj) thah i find'at^pdbfe^tr^fidi^ 

I WifEi, r^t eortoeal 
he'cdiidrgetyofe '#i^ aftOo^^lSg to breed 
a ^fagreement tfeffweeri* hhk tho' 
Company ; and hteS ^ debJtocdi It sio hie i 
reply to the mefla|^i yrhieh^ 
him fi'om the Bdaedi 


i coNFitSs, I^km not pl^^^ 
terfere in fuc# bOt 

radief #ifli- to contdhate maiteiir, iterOT' 
it 4n’'my^ po#Bt."-"Pdf ■thitireafbni^^’ 
hi^dfefiittfed<di^^ 
ply in my lett^if 

'ceive 



5]; . 

cdviijWiiF M#K«r, ’which I hoj^ 
to:ha foMi £iyoro4** 

liK.",' S'" "c.- f 

Jlfrf: tkej<^- ,, 

^Ih }7f i 


**l'l:j^Mi^’ fayored with 
v'n v^poara of the 13th, It was im^ 
jpolilblci fflff th^t our meeu 

ing; #a8 in an^rTid^ree necefiary,. itnkfs 
you'hnd’tpld me foj for la idiis time I 
ail) no ftirtharaoqiiiainted withwhat com* 
mi&Qn yon li^ve receiTed from the Boards 
than whrat wai once mentioned in a pri^- 
yii^ to remoi^ Nahob'r 

nehher do i think an^ mem-* 
horihff^ Board couilid re^onabiy t%- 
pe# tbdt I fooold |>«y him the complin 
m^r vol ^arpiel^ng ftftetn miks at this 
foafooy when he never advikd nne ofhts 
nj!^tiPt§ht,“yj?kho^ w I could be at 
ncbfitFtidillyi fo the time of hii 

»t Falo® ! indeed 


€Ofnmo#,^ffpor!l 




informed me^ of yoor 
[ camp fome 

spna you . 

E 2 . The 



ij. l CiJi^e(%fof 

every ^Oafion:^ eC diffarufti or 
idifagrecmeft^ihat mayidifhi^ the public 
ipF^rs>' ‘ be alTtnredy meet wil^ evdry 
alliance in* ’’my f power j • npr;« can you 
'wHh more ^dently for the e^dling fo 
. good a work than I domy&lf: ^he^ caufes 
of the Nabob’s late behavior I ciliniot 
»poount for 5 ^ Junkfs>it be> my not Ihav- 
‘ sin|;; concurred >in‘j icntiment ' with rthofe 
rfgentlfernchv whoi 'raifed ^him to the muf- 
i»nud*. i -MFrom .die time of my. taking 
<diargc of^ t^^ Company^; affairs in this 
'pirbvince, » I ?have ever been -fcdicitous; to 
keep up :a harmony and; good under- 
ffkndihg, not <mly with the Nabo^ but 
! his officers r ,they on the coiMmry l^iVe 
been moff induftirkus to deffroy it;f3r wice 
this the city of PaMa been alarmdd! With 
' d report^ « that the • Englhh • inten^d:; to 
kttack it>^; ; 'and in odnlequence; thereof, 
giin$ mounted^ guards^augniented,i gates 
^Ihttt^i.and admittance denk^ to eyecy^ 
i^bdbr^ing - io^lthe. fa^ry ij i-and^^^^ 
•Witikiut^e^ 

duftrioufly 



^t(akfi0ioni m Bbn4 a^l. 

-pfOpiigf&ftd of my^ defign to 
Hajfee jMdngEeer you can s be^ no ftranger 
toj ®<» the ridiculous ’light : in which 
■they appear^ ; ■ Oui all beckons the' Eftg- 
lifh arereprefented as theNsbob’sfgrbat- 
efb: demies } and it is notorious, that no 
/^aa who values h^^ dares appear 

in the jfa^lory. - 

. Twb Nabob accuies me of attempt- 
ingvtd breed a difagreement between him 
imd the Company j after what he has 
accufed other gentlemen of, nothing of 
ithis kindiis furpri:9ing. However, a ge- 
neral charge amounts to very little. This 
term he has given, without any grounds, 
to my feizing Coja 'Antoon.. I had be- 
fore made repeated complaints to him 
of the interruption given our bufinefs ; 
which l»mg little or not at all regarded, 
it became a duty incumbenton me to take 
other nicafurcs, . for fecuring one of the 
jnoeft valuable branches of the Company’s^ 
eorntnerce. Of the infolts received in the 
Seizure, detention^ and lofs of my boats, 
I havc acquaintediyou j^as likewife* the 
S^Bront the Nabob has given me, in not 
E t anfwer- 



1^1; 'ih^ iirilb dr fecond inftAncd^bf ttib 
SS^d» I tdnftidued Writiiig td Itifli! 
fctaSttiefsi till my birearti weii^ HI tita^ 
«d in his camp. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

< ^ HE firil grand Htp towards obmill*' 
ing 4pj|t’ed end, will bl i^ir ibe ]Nc^>* 
bob to rcmovd Irbin about Ms '^rfbA all 
thofe wl^b at ^ pmeiit poi^h 'His ildlnd 
,wii^ f^/p aA^ idie ftoriat.' lict hibn of* 
the* E his bell' and dnl^ 

mei^as* a|^ isTc^^ ah entire c6n* 
n^ence iii tHpim. If, any cat^e 
appe(|rs» .^iet hip^ app^ly hs'tlibli^ Who are 
inth^i^e^ with the man^enieiit of the 
l^bhi^an^’s’' .sdl^jrs' m'h4ve'''tfic''iiiar^ 
up, wi^ch''he’^m^yiiWkya'be'a^ 
fared of.* ^ For my p%ii ‘|»i^ 1 Ihill ne* 
db'^y' tnin^,*' bat whi^t'i’ will 'alieft 
f6, hiHa and apjf^t lo 

it Patna, wh^^^heT ^bti '^^dthpl^At 
being hedged agalnft oar fervants under 
my juiiMd^cm, I have not ^ven them 
n i|>eedy and ample Hid^sttkm i and all 
Ivdi^ diat|hS^ WooM a£k indie 

; fame 



BEUffAJL. 
towards the fervants of the 


i^hb )Mld trdat Ut ilj. 
a ^djW^l cohhdfehi:e» 
jJpIt s^ind ^e pwfent dUTen** 


fians.” 


if is piamj it;dm tills letier, that Mr. 
^I]|s . ttipu^lit of no&ng iefs than a 
aecomm^ and to at- 

tempt jlt any lotiger might only feive to 
inaiters yet worie^ by adding fuel 
to , the , mutual reientment already fuf- 
^cicntiy in4m^ed. ? J^r. ttaftings there- 
fore judged it needless and improper to 
,<^pofe any .longer the Nabob’s defirt ; 
tj^t his reply mould be f^t to the fioar4. 
l^e accordingly, difpatched it with t|ie 
fallowing letter, .and . lent M 

of, t|ie part of it, which cqncern- 
^ pd ,hi|p, molded in a letter, wbich he 
.i5r.fqti.t0 jium, lit time, of which 





heumfrm Mr, Haftingt 
^b%^o‘i^emor,mAQoumU» 

:ll|l^^^ M^iy; 24, ^^762.^ ::;, ,r. / jsr 

s ^T T i> 0 N toy airivai at the Nabobs 

- informed him of thfe’ 
^fnbfttoce of my ihftrudlions, and addod 
“fttch' sdTurancesi as I judged moft-cohdii- 
scible to remove any diftruft that might 

have arifen in his mind. His reply I 
ihave the honor to tranfmit to you, in the 
??ihclofed paper, which I received from 
,hito» fignfed with his own hand j tod I 

- lhall Wait yodr further cbtomands for my 
r'dondu^t, in relation to the matters con- 
^ |ain^ therein. 

sdi I^wint ■ not take upon toe ^ to judge 
liof . the (iifputes: w’hich hkve arifen be- 
-ittf cdd the Nabob and Mr. Ellis j nor 
■ mm f properly ijudiihied to give my &n- 
hi^toienf^ upon being^lts yet only . 

- oaoi^uhitoledr wMiiCthe ' cotopfai nts^ Of the 

former. But I think I cannot better ac- 
quit myfelf pf the talk which you have 
enjoined me, and which my duty to the 
requires frotor toc, than by offer- 
ing 



ing my opinmn in general, that in all 
€iffiSi^Bces betwejen th« Company’s feri 
6r inferior agents, and the go- 
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be 
obtained from ^ Nabpb> or diofe au- 
thprifed to ad under him, application 
ihpuld be, made to the Board, and no 
petfon be fdlpwed on any pretence to ufe • 
violent for the redrefs of his own 
grievances } this method, till lately, has 
been conftantly and univerfally obfervcH 
i in ;all our concerns, not only, before the 
. reftoration of the Company’s privileges* 
hut by thofe who have fince had the ad- 
miniferation of their affairs, and who 
will hardly be fufpeded of having neg- 
deded the honor of the - nation* or* the 
. intereft of their employers. ' In effed, it 
; is qnly ;by referving to yourfelves the pri- 
vilege of decidihgiJn all matters of con;- 
; tentionr^ the au^ority of the Board 
f can :be maintained, lo the publick tran- 
quility fecured*’’ 



tk 'A«' 


ta Mr, ^Uis. Date 4 } 9 i^f^^pK M^f 
.27, 1762* 

W^bjMhm l^6d to ^ mfi^ 

Nl^dB Klft 
mm lh« k^ c^Hf«fti 
l^twceii 70^, I <h6ti)d l^kdly hitir«>|jitfi'^ 
fund jdK ft^Mtimeftts wi^ which I iimdcir;^ 
ISiBld'h^ ^i^kiit c^rnmiffidti f khd hm 
l^^Jdi^aa ' W i^ffhtfd# thd Mhbb, td 
^it the ihentic:^ &f yeut liaMe, ih hie 
ccjpfy it»" des fiN^dge^ wh^ 1 h^odjght 
liiai ftoMitiSie ^fibirdv -Bitt ^jyou hove 
^fo&Ai hethiii|^%tti whi^r if 4Mlt#d 

hie li^ert 

i(^ <fa« 7 e^ idli<id> with 

4 tii)flihitt^ 

Iwt^letehd he wHl) dot ifetn^ i ^htee 
fiSRfi|i*eii to ‘ ^o^fuO^ thfe 'dlfitetli* *0f hie 
8Wd%tlf<^Whehd^ ‘ f^hie 'eofts^ldht hav-^ 

i3tl|>b«^ii( feht^tliiftJto^h^ffly teds, 1 Witt 

this 



*: 

this timely notice of it, by fending you 
!j^‘^tfi<ft1^if'tlsitt'i|^aft his letter which 

> . 

, WiUsMMi f9Weothcr^e|tet8 

l^^y cc^tjsfptmdeape. with ^r.Hal^Igs, 

between thb 

^ebph|i|i4 Mfi l^iSt.endlheW the puns 
Ine^^uft%|!dteni4mahe peece b^twedu 

-Aftm'-:;': -/'v. : •*■ 'u 

JBxfrai0 ^ Mr, Haftiiigs 

, to t^e (^ovjernoi", Serfarsmi, May 

^ ; ,1762.^, ^ 

f T l>Ei I*. ED’* M e,* lEOafide to infojtm 
^ you yefte^day sof oui* arrival at $IS# 

i&ram on the ^^ tcdlant. 1 prooeede^ 
<yhe^ly to! ; the Nabob’s >. teiiU He . ffp? 
Ofived me with great politen«fite ai»d>e»rr 
^ slier -youf 

hdallh* J vSThia y ifift padTed only insgpnes^ 
jpoiWetfadoa# The d^ eT^oingrl^Q^ 

edrtwhmtha 

&im tthef«p««N5<h .which 

WiatiagifiaRd! pf§ttyi;finearly*-W 

" fcript 



s6ib ■ ^ 

llfetipt - teiebeptcdy which ' I read 'tb • hiln 
-^frdm the 'drigilial, and (riot withbttt'ihilie 
-difficulty) ejtplained to hiiti. > ' ' 

‘" Hi exprcffed nauch diffatisfaJdtion, 
^^Mt' he fliould be charged With ehter- 
’dainiftg a jealouiy of the Engliffi^ which 
faidi’ argued fome miibehavior in hini 
^inwards thein> as the confequcnce of 
cifueh fentiments ; dnd challenged me to 
'mention one inftance of his having be- 
trayed a want of confidence in the Corti- 
'^nyi or deviated from the treaty with 
'thssmj It is true, he added, he had fre- 
quent fubjeift bf complaint againft the 
^Englifh'depcndents 5 but diat made nb 
-adferatibn iU'his engagcnrehts with their 
-pfincipahij br his p^ticidaf Obligations 
xto,you.‘ " He Was as little ‘pleafed with 
“die uffettibn,' that the pfeople about his 
^pet'lbh had given oCcafion-to’ any dififet- 
^Ce'^ bfetwefcii him and the Engliffi . He de- 
^feCd that they might be namCdi and dC- 
il^ai^ed* thatbn'whomfoeverfnchafai^t was 
*proVedi he WbUM put him to deadi; But 
-^^(pfbcfeeded hi) ^ffyoU are yet at alofs 
'm khdW* Whbft'ia amongft yourfelvcs, 
^ that 



^r.ar^Slions in - Re nh6 A l . ^ 

ftriivies to create a .i)ajfnnderftao4ing 
ua» I will nam^r bim, It is 
Mr. Ellis, lyho, by his,a(^s of violence 
cornrnitted on my fervaHts, and the un- 
|)rovojk.ed attacks, which he is daily mak- 
;ing upon my authority, has not only 
given encouragement to my enemies, and 
the difaffefted people in my own fervice, 

. but has given occafion to fuch repoi^ts 
to the difcf^it of my government, at 
the court of Shuja Dowla, as might be 
of the word confequence to my affairs.’’ 

With regard to Mr. Ellis, I am at 
a lofs how to ad: 5 his behavior, in my 
opinion, has been fb imprudent, and 
. his difaffet^ion to the. Nabob fo < mani- 
feftly inveterate, that . a proper repr^- 
. fentation of it, cannot fail to draw upon 
him the fevered refentment of the Com- 
pany. Rutbelides my averfion to violent 
meafvu'.es, the length of time before the 
Gon^anyla notice of ,thefe affaira qoidd 

. peach, and ihppo^^t that , tha^moft 

glaring oftifeondpid jin. lym/^^ 

, ?yith from % ^ the Rpard, haye 

tPan^Ho choice ipf 
. : ^ fuch 



as tnt^ be niefF6 tb i 

d&lfciU^ej;' than inilame dUf mutcui^i^^ 
iitofities»j' ! ? With du^- viw 1 have wrote ^ 
to Mfk ^tis a letter* of- ; 

clo&d Is a co|^* »eqtiaiht yott 

with Ids ami^ If' he accepts oi i&f 
jb iw2ft flo 4^01 |(0<jd' ofii<ie ^ 

thatvl 0«u* V^ith the’ Nabob, - if he dcr 
cliheS Ir** 1' wffl not ^iily let die" Nabob 
pptl^^his’ owh iheafurc^, but will even 
jom Mn»> hi endeavoring to cOnfUte the • * 
afpcrfions which have been piade uie of,, , 
to hii credit 'Svlth the Company 

V 

Bi^raif of a Letter Jhff^-tbe irovertior 

*• ^ ' IT'A d the plei^rc - tib rtSetBive Ihis 
** morhihg your ij^br "'bf 'the' i’|th« ■ 
TheNabbh'a j^uA^er Wthe tep^ i 

yddihWe^hifh' ciii the jpart ol* the Boardj 
k unifothi' all 'hii forfn^ ’ 
in regard tb 'th#"^ 

that hWe* ttH bet^b^ 'h^'"^d ivt?.' ^ 
EIHii '"and ^ 

pr6# vtithrUei-ihrf^hrq^dSI'^lJW 
goi&ll 

Jnsm-y-gis fide. 



fidt. However* m 1 lo¥e peace aiid 
qi]lQlt^&> and have^ learnt to make a}« 
lowances for ^ Ac di^ilent feenpers and •: 
paSose iof diiSsrent men^ I appreveen-- ; 
tircly of yow endeavors to conciliate > 
masters between Ac, Nabob and^Miu 
ElliSj and ydA^ Aae Ae laA may zc¥^o 
ccpt of your good offices 3 if not, youu, 
can do no otherwife Aan reprefent ful<^ ; 
ly to Ae Board* Ac Nabob’s anlwer toq 
Ae fubjc^^matter of your 4 nAu£tions.?r ; 

Mxtm^ of a hettex from Mr, Haftings 
to the (iovernor. Dated Jammpre, 
fMay 26, 176a. 

« fl^HE world, judging only frorti- 
,X - fafl:s, fees Ae N abob's autboJd- 
ty .publickly mfulted 3 bis officers im- 
priifoned,;. feepoys fent againft hi$ forts| 
anid Is told, Aat Ae chief of Ae Eng- 
u 4 in Aefe parts, difavows A© Nabobs 
right , tjo tho Subab Aip. Tbe obviou^. . 
end of fuch fyniptona^ is an open rup-. ; : 
ture. The Nabob’s enemies receive en-, : 
eburagement fronx . this hope i and ; 

trsdtors bji pwfeor- ^ 

argument 
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^Igum^tto |;hem to perfift in their, rc- 
y^lt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the 
]|ngli^ haye a<£tually commenced hofd- 
^tl^ w^th^ the l^abpb i nor need 1 take 
npl^ce hpw fatal fixch a .notion tnight 
j^oye to the Nabob and to us,f y?as not 
$huja Dowla top ninch engaged yrith o^ 
t^er defigns, to take advantage of the 
t^eaknefs of this goyernment. 

, E N I accepted of this commiA 
fipn>, I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of 
being an inftrument of reconciling all 
di^erciices between, the Nabob and the 
Englilh;, and putting an end to all ani- 
molities. This I now find an impoffi- 
We talk'j . the gentlemen who have taken 
upon them to condemn his promotion, 
have too publickly proclaimed their dif- 
approbaticMi of that meafiire, and their 
Imtred to the Nabob, which have been 
repeated to him, probably with exagge- 
rations. He has been told, that MelT. 
Aniyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in 
their letters to theif * friends in Eng- 
land, 

The NaixSb’s exprellion .wm, that they had 
yrfotfc to thc.Coa>l)afti^,' ^ at thijr timfe,' ne5- 

ther 
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1*1^, ufed every argument to prbctire an 
ord^r from the Gompany, ’to annul the 
meaihres taken in ' favor of him j and re- 
presented his feharadker in. the moft hate- 
ful terpis/ that Mr. Fullerton was ^fb 
charged to affift in perfon their projedt 
of depofing him j and that they have 
fworn together to his ruin; that they 
have difeovered a flaw in his title to the 
SubahShip from our treaty, &c. &c. 
True or falfe, the Nabob has received 
thefe flories from their intimate acquain- 
tanee, who may Have forged a part, but 

could hot have invented the whole.” 

' . ■ - . ' * ' ' . 

I HAD always flattered myfelf with 
the hopes, that the Company’s ap-^-’ 
probation of the revolution in favour t 
of Meer Coffim - would have been 
fuch, as to have reftrained ■ the defigns 
of . the party formed againft him ; and 

ther Mr. Haftlngs h<5r I had any conception of, as^' 
noluch letter hadpafled thro- the ufual channel; 
but it feems he msmt the letter which had been 
written privately by thofe gentlemen, and fome o- 
thers of the Council, to the SeleA Committee in 
JBngland i which has fince appeared in print. .. 

VoL. II. F thefe 
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eiicQ^Jige;^ tgf 
^ l?t.ter wjiich.arxiifcd ia tl^ QiQiHk of 
^Ijril ; blit the ^cpn^ whiqb 4C«b^ 
^p,t tin a month ai^er, 
fuch ainbigupua tejrm»$, as might ^ahht 
be conftrued by a par^ fpirit ipto dif-s 
approbation of it* 

' The foUowiog W extta^ta of both 

letters. 

■■»■*"«'' ' ' ' 

’BsitroB of the Compmfs general Letter 
^ /a Bengal. June 19 , 1761 . 

T TP ON perufal of the faid feyeral 
^ V^' letters and papers, we have tho 
agreeable fatisfa<Stion of finding, that the 
great revolution in the Subahihipthere- 
ia-mentioned, has. been and is hkely to 
prove greatly advantageous to the Com-, 
pany. We have not now time to enter 
mto any particulars on this happy event y 
and can therefore only recommend, and 
leave, it to you., tp^aiS ip hifh mu^rteit,- 
^.thah b? fftf dve Csonpany’s. in-*, 
tereft. 

W E clearly that, this reyphitiOA, 

has been, happily, 
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ptt% By gbbd cdiMddt addrefs of ' 
bitf Pr^lMdfit and idi ac- 

co¥dil^^^ dnd fifeartily refuffri' 

htfltf dw tlifsftik^ for hi^ grdat ftrvites, ailid 
di!^tdfe!ftedf befeaviof on tHis ocdafi'oh'.” 


EiXtraB of the Companfs general Leitef 
Bengal". Dated September 30/ 1761. 


S is tlie third rdVolution iii 
■» Bfengki, \!^h'6reiii' did very being 
of the Company hatr bedh, and from 
tHdir cbiilequeiiceg may ftill bd at a ilake. 
Your advancing Jaffier Allee Cav^^il' to 


the Subahfliip, in the room of Serajah 
DbWlai was undoubtedly a necefferymea- 
furtf, as well fbf the good of me ebuh- 
tiY in genbraV, as tlie interefl; of tlie Com- 
pshiy in partVculaf. Your after#ardbde- 
pbfing' Jaffidi' Aiidd Cawri, ahd^ fettlhg. 
Colhm Aliee*'Cawh'in HiSfbbm, wdh'ope 
alifo wSiS'dbrie with' the' fame view. Up- 
Oh this ‘prefuthjjtibh arid confidence, that' 
rib* otti^f motives' whafTofevef Had any 
iilflberice‘ .upOri you. \Ye riiuft look 
oh the meafurfes purfueiT on this occafibn 
al^ aY the' fariiVtiime we' 

H- F 2 cannot 
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Cft^not help obferying, that it is by the. 
great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful obfervance of their a- 
gfeements, they have acquired and hi- 
therto prefervcd a reputation with the 
natives of India. We could have wifli- 
ed therefore the fituation of affairs would 
have admitted keeping terms with Jaf- 
her Allee Cawn, that even the leaft han- » 
die for a pretence might not have been,^ 
offered to prejudiced people, to make ufe 
of to throw any reflection upon the 
tranfaCtion.” 

^The gentlemen who had joined a- 
ga.inff the Nabob, did not fail to turn 
thislaft paragraph to their own purpofe j 
pubiilfcing it . throughout the country , 
with their bwii interpretations, and con- 
fidently declaring, that the next ftep 
would bean entire difavowal of his pro- 
modon, with orders in confequence to . 
rpftore Meef Jaffier./ Thefe declarations 
fboh reached the Nabob’s ears, as no 
doid)t was intended} and Mr. Halvings 
alyiied me of the effe^^ l^ad up- 
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on the Nabob very foon after in the fol- 
lowirtg letter. ' 

ExtraSi oj a Letter from Mr, Haftings' 
to the Governor. Dated Mongheer, 
July 14, 1762. 

** T Informed you fome time ago, 
that the natural inference which 
might be drawn from the extradl of the 
Jaft letter from the Company, was Co 
little in favor of the Nabob, or the late 
revolution, that I had evaded giving him 
a tranllation of it; and only told him, , 
that the Company had applauded the 
meafures which had been taken in his 
promotion, and recommended the ftridt- 
eft union and harmony with the new Na- 
bob, for a prevention of the like necef- 
lity, and for the credit of our faith. Not 
many days after, the Nabob himfelf re- 
peated to me the whole fubftance of that 
extract with fuch hightenings, as a party 
Ipirit would naturally give to it; and 
told me, that Mr. Ellis had declared, 
that this difapprobation of the revolution 
would be followed by an Order from the 
F 3 Company 
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tq oyerfef it j a|^4 th^ 
peded great changes when the flejft fliiip 
arrived. The Nabob’s good fenfemade 
4t no 4idiou}t matter me to fatisfy 
l^im hpw improhable fuch an ©vent was j 
but I mention this only tp How 

every occafiqn js c^tcHed at» to fup^oft 
the credit of an inveterate fadipn ; and 
I fuppofe this vyill hardly be attributed 
to the Nabob’s inyentipn, pf tbat of th? 
people about him.” 

H 

„ Although t^ie mapy endenvots ufed 
to accommodate the differences b^twecA 
the Nabob and Mr* Ellis, bad ptPYed in-!^ 
effeAual;. ai^d I faw I had it npt in WX 
power to give the Nabob apy fatisjfadiPA 
fpr the injuries cpmplained pf, I was de-^r 
lirpus pf trying the pply ej^p^diept 
left, that of ^^aging tb^ N^bob. tp, 
^ forget what vf^ paflfed, apd ppuld nof be. 
remedied; and^ p^ the priiei; han4> to. 
^|;age Mr. to Uxe on better terms, 
fca: tb |2 future, apd reAabi from ^pwr 
ipg th|5 difputtes. by ffplb proMoptuiops. 

to 
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td an application to this 

Nabob, through Mr. Haftings ; and 
to giro frefh injuttftions to Mr. Ellis, 
whicdi was accordingly done in the fol- 
lowing letters. 

Copy tf a Letter Jroiii the Governor and 
Couneil (Mef. Vaiifittart, * M‘Gwire 
and Hay) to Mr. Haftings. Dated 
July 8, 1762. 

E rfecelfed a letter frbrn 
r V Mr. Ellis, advifing us of the 
Nabob's refund of his vifit j and the Pre-» 
fi'ddrtt ait the feme fime acquainted Us 
with the reafons the Nabob gave you for 
Ihis fefufal. We hive received alio aho- 
fher letter from Mr. Ellis of the 25tfr>‘ 
adrifing tts^ that Raj^ N6bit Roy, upoif 
hJs a|i|k)hrtn 5 ient to the NeabUt of the 
Bulfer province, Wafe forbid by the Na- 
bbb to ^y hhtt the ufual comp^rneht of 
a vilSt. fhe fuiW of tf^'Nabob’s reafOn^ 
Si this, fhait having indignities o^r- 
eif HRn* by 'Mi. EHfe, and having made 

publiCk 

jaft at tttiii tieie* reflfored to tfic fer- 
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publick complaints againil him> < lie 
thought it would be abfurd to receive a 
friendly vifit from him. We mention- 
ed in our laft letter to you, the realbns 
given by Mr. Ellis for thofe proceed- 
ings, of which the Nabob fo much com- 
plains, viz. his fending feepoyS to MongJ 
heer, and his feizing Coja Antoon. We 
lhall not now repeat thofe reafons, as it 
is not our intention to call to mind old 
Ihbjedls of difpute, but rather to fliew 
the . Nabob, through your means, the 
neceflity of forgetting them, and endea-; 
voring to eftablilh a general good under- 
llanding. . 

We may fay, both of the .Nabob and 
Mr. Ellis, that they have been too ready 
to give credit to reports injurious to each 
other ; and this it is eafy to fee has 
been the reafon why things of them- 
felves, of little confequence, have been 
made objedls of fuch violent contefts. If 
fadts are thus exaggerated by reports, in 
the compafs of thcfe provinces, what, 
may we not expedl to be faid of them in 
other parti pf Indoi^an ? Ctrtainly no- 
thing 
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thing lefs, than that the difputes betw^il 
the Nabob and the Englifli chief at Pat- 
na, foretell a breach of the friendlhip 
between the two governments j and this 
may encourage his enemies and ours tOi 
attempts, which otherwife they would 
not dare to meditate; nay, this has al^< 
ways been the Nabob’s own argumenti’ 
and a very juft one, altho’he now feems 
to confider it a private quarrel between 
him and Mr. Ellis ; we think it can by 
no means be regarded in this light, be- 
caufe in its confequences it muft affeift 
the public ; for if fuch a rooted ill-will 
between the Nabob, , and one of the 
Company’s principal fervants, is fuffered 
to prevail, the evil cannot but increafe, 
and the flame fpread daily ; more of the 
dependents of each government will in- 
fenfibly adopt the motives of each party ; 
and a fuccefllon of prejudiced minds will 
arile,. prepared to take every opportuhij 
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render- 
ing it at lengfti irreconcileable. We de-' 
fire therefore that you will ufe your ut- 
moft endeavors, by the arguments which" 
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W* have now n^ndoned, and all odieri^ 
that may oGt:ut to difpofe the Nabob feri^ 
ooily and haaf tily to do his parti tot^anis 
the difpelling Of all animc^tks ; we hayt; 
Si fttennotiny reodfiimefided to Mf< Ellis 
to do his parti fo that we hope a cordial 
and friendly ititercoitrfe may in fntnre 
fhbfiit between them^ . 

Bot fbonld this, C(mtrary to oor 
hopeSi be found impra^cable, we ihall 
at leaft expe^, that the difpntes between 
them be fo fat accptnmodatedr as to 
be concealed from . the World i and that 
tdl the Bfnat ceremonies, and publick 
niarkt of refpe^, be reciprocally paid 
$md received. So much is abfolately no* 
ceffary bothfori^ Nabob’srepiinition and 
the Compmy’s if and we mxf add, that 
the iafety and tnmqniHty of the Nabob’S' 
gov'ermneist is more parttcolairly Con- 
cernedl. Mr.> l^llisi by propofing. a vi&t 
t» due Nabob,, on his arci^ ae Patna^ 
pnel the dxre from his itadbn to 

the rank of dae Sabah ; and we hope 
the Nabob, after havh^ lhir bar advice' 
eslplaBied^ to lam net . agapn otm^ 
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compliment due from him to a mem* 
her of this Board,” 

Qop^ <(f 0 better from the Qovernor aft 
Council (Mef. Vanfittart, McGwire 
nn 4 Hay) tn Mr^ Eljis, Dated July 
8» lydJi, 

WT E have received your letters of 

V V the a3d and 25th inftant j the 
fipft advtfing of the Naboh*s refufing 
your vifitj the other of his forbid- 
ding Nobit Roy, to pay you that com- 
pliment upon his appointment to the 
Neabut of the Bahar province. Mr. 
Haftings transmitted to the Preiident, by 
the Nabob’s defire, his reafbns for re- 
fufing your vifit j of thefe we fend yoii 
a copy, and purpofely avoid entering into 
any debate upon them 3^ as inftead of re- 
calling to mind paft dilputes, we are en- 
deavoring to fhew the Nabob and you, 
the necefBty of having them entirely 
forgot, and a general' good harmony efta* 
hhfoed'. 

f»cnosBB we fend you a copy of our 
feferu^bns- to- Mr. Ha^ngs on ^is fub- 
* . jeil. 
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jedrv ^The reafotis therein contann^, will 
convince you how much the tranquility' 
of> the coimtryi and confequently die- 
good of the Company, is interefted, ia^ 
putting' an end to thefe animoiities. !An 
intercourfe' between the Nabob and you, 
lb far as it regards your public charac^ 
fers, is abfolutely necelTary, and we ihall 
always inM on it j but we wifli for more, 
aUnd Arenuoufly recommend to you to let 
nothing be wanting, on your part, toe- 
ftablifh ahearty friendfliip between you.’* 

Mr. Ellis, inAead of complying with 
fo falutary an advice, perfiAed always in 
the fame violent fentiments, and wrote 
the following anfwer to the Board. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated July 23, 
,1762. 

** X Have been favored with yours of 
X the 8th, inclofing an extradt of 
Mr. HaAings’s letter to the Prefident, and 
a copy of your inAru^ions to that gen- 
tieman, which I Ancerely wi^i may have 
.. the 
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the4cfired ;9fFe€t $ but fear the Nabob 
has adsd too long without controul^ to. 
liften now to any. advice however falu-. 

^ry* 

Though I never hope to be on a 
footing of friendlhip or intimacy witir 
the Nabob, yet knowing how neceffary 
it was for the Company’s affairs, and 
more particularly fo for his own, to fave' 
appearances, 1 did not think he would 
have refufed an interview, which, in- 
ffead of occahoning a quarrel, as he ab- 
furdly obferves, might perhaps have laid 
the foundation of a future good under- 
ftanding ; but it feems he can conftrue ’ 
the occafion of complaints that have a- ■- 
rifen, either into a public concern, or a 
private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, as may 
bell fuit his own conveniency. 

Any overtures that the Nabob may 
make towards a reconciliation I lhall 
readily embrace j but after the man|ier 
in which I have been treated by him, 
none can come from me, without being 
greatly derogatory to the public charac-^- 
ter I have at prefent the honOT to hear* ' 

Rajah 



ju BAtJlA£it N*Ht Roy Boea: jiKfel^ 
t«i tOs pay me tltt oom^tefeae of » vidl^ 
1yi^£h 1 hasiro^ roti^^ 

, ^ R£Ci;pROCA,L animofityrwkich car- 
ried ^iclf to' fuch. pubUc a<3x of yi(4ence^ 
l^at top loudly proclaimed itfelf ta thp- 
wpdd ; and it was foon known, or at 
leailb univerfally believedy that a party 
^a$ formed amongjft die £ngliih> and 
ttiat a very powerful one,, whofe aim was 
^ overfet the Nabob > and the frequentf 
cjjparrels raifed with^ lum,^ were lookedr 
dpon as the effe^ of that defign. As 
upon fuch occaiions, the dependents ne-^ 
vci: failrto adopt the fentiments of theiit 
fuperiors, nothings was heapd' of aU ov^ 
the countiy* but ouCeriesf on the orio* 
hand, againft the tyranny and oppreM-- 
oins of theEhgdhh and their gom^ahs; 
and on tho other^ againft the in(bleiiee<^ 
and encroachments of the Nabobs smd' 
his ofHcerst Hence- arofe afresh’ mattefi 
of contentiohj.- more dangerous- than any 
of the paft^v becsuife it was not dOnfinedr 
tQ oi^ place». nor redded' mere ppintsr 
.of' 
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t^e who]^ counta;y, and touched the teari> 
de^fi} part of ieif-interdV on both jides^ 
the vesy beii;^ pf t^e Nabob*s govern- 
meat, and the fFeetknn the English 
eoinmeFce. In this proved the 

<trida oi the long depending conteib; 
dndi became, from the vicdencc with 
which it was carried on, the canfe. 
the rupture which the party ib earneftty 
wiihed for, little attending to the un-^ 
happy conibquences which it might, and' 
which I am forry to lay, it adtuaU^ 
did produce. This became the fubje( 3 ^ 
of many of the letters which paiifed be- 
tween Mr. Haftings and me, whilfthe' 
remained with the Nabob, feme of the 
mod; material are here feledled. 

Qjf a Letter from Mr. Haftinga 
the Governor. Dated Bauglepooi^ 
April 25, 1762. 

^ "I Be© leave to hy before you a* 
. A grievamce, which loudly calls for 
redrefs,. and. will, unlfefs duly attended^ 
to# render ineffo^hial ^y ehcleavors to 

create 
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create a firm aiid lafting harmony be*« 
tween the Nabob^and the Company. : I 
mean, the opprefiions committed under 
the ran<^ion of the Engliih naxne, and 
through the want of fpirit in the Na- 
bob's fubjet9:s to oppofe them. This 
evil, I am well affured, is not confined 
to our dependents alone, but is pradifed 
all over the country, by people falfely 
afiuming the habits of our feepoys, or 
calling themfelves our gomaftahs. , As 
on fuch occafions the great power of the 
Englilh intimidates the people from ma- 
king any refinance; fo, on the other > 
hand, the indolence of the Bengalees, 
or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe 
who might do them juflice, prevents our 
having knowledge of the opprefiions, 
and encourages their continuance, to the 
great, though unmerited fcandal of our 
government. 

I HAVE been furprized to meet with 
fisveral Englilh flags flying in places' 
which I have pafled; and on the river, 
I do not bdieve that J pafifed a boat, 
without oiie,. By whatever title they> 
' have 
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have t>een aflumed (for I could only truft 
to the information of my eyes, without 
Hopping to alk queftions) I am fure 
their frequency can bode no good to 
the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the 
cohhtry, or the honor of our nation, 
but evidently tends to leden each of 
them. 

A PARTY of fcepoys, who were on 
the march before us, afforded fufHcient 
proofs of the rapacious and infolent fpi- 
rit of thofe people, where they are left 
to their own difcretion. Many com- 
plaints againfl them were made me on 
the road ; and moll of the petty towns 
and ferais were deferted at our approach, 
and the (hops fhut up, from the appre- 
henfions of the fame treatment from us. 

You are fenlible. Sir, that it is from 
fuch little irregularities, too trivial per?- 
haps for public complaint, and conti- 
nually repeated, that the country people 
are habituated to entertain the moll un- 
favorable notions of our government; 
and by them the Englilh credit fulfers 
•much more than by matters which are 
\ Vox. II. G made 
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siode of greater Gonf«q«Kace m ^e <d«a> 
fe&fies %etp£dA itke Mabob and us. 

Yo0 ImvG a^ pointed but mt 
«ite&®d» by wbich die truth of the com* 
f^bints our gomailahs, may be in- 

quksd iato and redreired» which I &sdi 
not. foil to lepre&nt in a prt^xer manner 
to the Nabob. But nothing I fear wi^ 
f!eadh the root of thefe evils, tili ihme 
certain boundary be hx&d betwoen the 
Nabd^’t authority and our priv^kges. 

Was 1 <to fuppole myfdf in the place 
of dae Nainsb, I d^ould not be at a loife 
in <what manner to prote& my owfi 
Htbjetts or iervants from anfults ; hut 
Wfallft the principle prevails, ihat ao point 
(however litde beneficial to ourfeUres) is 
to he given up to the Nabob $ and that 
his aiadiority upon every occafion diould 
he checked ibr the Security of our 
wn, X ihould hardly venture to pro«* 
{K 1 & to any one* hefides yotirfidf* to 
ri^rain the power of our gomafiahs, to 
the immediate epneorns of the Company 
or lhem to which we ounfelves 

ate limited hy emr firmattn* lind aur tmap 
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wlth.the Nabob s and where any per- 
ifons, idTurriing the Engliih name* are 
guilty of of violence or oppreffion to 
any of the Nabob’s fubjeSs, and with- 
in his jurifdiAion, that the magiftrate 
lake fuch mealures as his o^ce, and the 
matter in queftion, may require for pre- 
venting them, without making any dif- 
tindUon in fach cales betwixt our agents, 
and the dependents of the government. 

As the power of executing juftice 
mull be lodged fomewhere, and our ler- 
vants, if injured, have always the means 
of appealing, we may be certain, that 
the magiHrates will be very cautious how 
they give any fuch caufe for complaint, as 
may endanger their difmiflion, which 
Should be infixed on as the flighteli pu- 
'hidinaent for any notorious perverfion of 
jttftice. 

With regard to the abtiie of our flag* 
in defrauding the govermnenf of ks du- 
ties, I know no method to likely to 
prove effc<£lual, as thofe which have been 
fepeat^ly recommended, and which k 
istiseedlefs for me to mention. 

VJ G 2 I SHALL 
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Is HA L L forbear faying iny thing 
fully to the Nabob, concerning the coni- 
plaints againfl our people, till I am fa- 
vored with your further opinion on this 
fubjedt, that I may know from thence 
how far l am to proceed towards fettling 
this point with the Nabob, and prevent- 
ing all future differences, that may arife 
from the prefent uncertain and perplex- 
ed iituation of affairs.” 

Extras^ of a Letter from the Governor 
to Mr. Raftings. Dated M.2iY 2, 1762. 

** OINCE I wrote you laft, I have 

^ been favored with yours of the 
1 8th of April from Dewanferai, 23d from 
Shahabad, and 2 5 th from Bauglepoor. 
The obfervations contained in the laft, 
•concerning the unjuft authority exercifed 
all over the country in the Englifh name, 
deferve immediate attention. Indeed I 
have always thought it a great grievance, 
injurious to the Nabob in his revenues 
and government, and to us in our repu- 
tation. You know too that I have dpn^ 
all in my power to remedy it; -I have 

frequently 
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frequently requefted of the Nabob, to 
make the Drpgas of the Chokeys do 
their duty more carefully, and oblige 
every boat to produce my dulluck, or 
that of the chief of one of our fadtories ; 
and where no duftuck appears, to ftop 
them till they pay the cuftoms. 

The Nabpb wrote me, that the Dro- 
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to ftop 
a boat with Englifti colors, and that 
the peons in the boats would not ftop. 
Whereupon 1 fent him, according to 
his requeft, thirty duftucks, or orders 
under my hand and feal, importing, that 
all boats ftiould be ftopped, and either 
produce . their duftuck, or pay the duties. 

Very likely the Drogas of the Cho-^ 
keys are unfit for their office j they ftiould 
be men capable of diftinguiftiing a real 
duftuck from a counterfeit, and of judg- 
ing, by the date, whether it has been 
already returned, and fallacioufly made 
ufe of a fecond time i to prevent which, 
an indorfement ftiould be made at every 
Chokey upon every duftuck that pafles j 
and wh.ere a boat carries Englifti colors, 
G 3 without 
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;#ithQU.t A dttftuck* it Ibonldi 

ii0ppe4c alid the prof^rty particuiaily 

Ofi^i^ed into ; ' tlid if it is found to Iw* 
long to St tubjf^ of the Nabiol):» I tibink 
he would do right to conhlbite idiO 
whoio it if to a fobbed of oiaars^ the DroN> 
ga fhould fend it back with a guard 
to. the firft Englifli factory* with a letter 
to the chief* defiring, th»t die flag might 
be taken away* and the |)ro|)eietor* pe«. 
Qfii, or n^ngee* who wae giiilty die 
ahufe* punithed. I reaUy can think of no 
other precautions fbc putting a ikop td 
this evil* unleis it be to pkice Chokeye 
ef ■ my own at coixvestknt diilaibcesjk 
with writers furniflhed with the above- 
tiientiooed infiru^ions for e^ousiinuig the 
dufiiucks* Iccv and whkl^ if the Na- 
bob diioks it will be ufeful* 1 am ready 
to do at fuch places as he £hajd point out. 

The number of boats fiiould likewile 
' be Q^npttfed with the d«duck« and the 
qjaantity of goods* in each boat* exar> 
with as mtuh exaiSutudo as, the 
^ batare ef dtern wlU admiti and where 
U id fstmd tuickeed the q;uafdii^ men- 
■ ' -t. ^ ;■ V ' ■ ; tioned 
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^xtrj^v%a»# po#er,- fiMf op hy 
oaergOfioaftalM in tliany partoof t$iO'eoon» 
trf f k-an afettfe cqooliy Jcmon^ng ref- 
dttM y ail4^ it WauM be But juff and* hxt^ 
to* deft*6 tBe NaBbB' to- order his- fouge- 
dSaafs^ and of^er oflieers, to- take cog- 
raizattce of thefe irregriaritics, and pre- 
vent by force (if necefEiry) their infcr- 
ffering in any affairs of the government. 
Coedd thefe fougedars and other officers 
be depended on; and- we he affiiredthey 
would not make ufe of that force to t^e 
away the wcaversi and otherwifo mtpede 
the Company’s Bufinefs, I fhotiM' ito- 
mcfdllaitely advife aftd^ confent to this mea* 
fihroj. which indeed is the naturali and I 
, fear the only effedtuaf remedy, and is 
what the NaboB* has an’ urtdbubted right 
to do. I will try what dfedf a freffrand* 
o#iii< tfo all one gomaffahs and 
fiibofdiwacee aiay have towards prevent-- 
ing diek im^ering afffeha of the 
aotiti^jf and let' the IN’abob order his 
officers ^ ; and^ 1^ in^rc- 
G 4 prefenting 
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td me any circumftances 
%heir mifbehavior, direAing them at the 
fame time, not to fuffer the gomaftahs, or 
their peons> to feize or judge between ' 
any inhabitants of the country, excepts 
ing the Company’s weavers, nor to take . 
any dftiCers in the country, as Izardars, ^ 
Wadadars, &c. Thefe I hope may be 
fome fteps towards redrefling this grie- 
vance ; and let the Nabob s officers, on . 
their part, be cautioned not to opprefs 
the Company’s weavers, or in any man- 
ner interrupt their bufinefs. 

I wiLX order a. lift to be given of all- 
the Company’s gomaftahs, with the places 
of their refidence, from Calcutta and all • 
the fubordinates. Thefe may be permit- 
ted to have each a flag at the place of 
their refidence, but all other Englifli 
gomaftdis fliall be forbid to fet up flags 
in any part of the country. 

An order is already made and pub- 
IjUhed, forbidding any Europeans from 
going ,np the country, without firft ap- 
plying for leave to the Prefident and 
{.^pnncil, and giving fecurity for their 

good 
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g^d behavior, and that they will not 
meddle in the affairs of the country. At 
the fame time we have direifled lifts to 
be given, of all that are at prefent in 
the country, by the gentlemen who em- 
ploy them ; and the fame order we have 
lent to all the fubordinates, and all who 
cannot produce fecurity for their good 
behavior, fliall be called away. Thefe 
regulations I had an opportunity of for- 
warding, upon a complaint made againft 
one Mr. Ivie, at Raugegunge, who is’ 
ordered down to Calcutta, for pretend- 
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi- 
tants. 

Read all this letter to the Nabob, 
and aflure him, I will do what more may 
be neceflary, to give him full authority 
over his government.” 


Extras 
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&ctraSf (f a Letter from Mr. Ha^ng$ 
to the Governor. Serfaram, May iS, 
176a. 

** il Bx r L AI N I IT ta Ihe Nab^ wbmlt 
wfote to nto (t^ermag tha 
tine £ng]^ nadut and andioriK 
tjr fhe exp<(tic»tfr propo&d Sot dicir 
remCFval, wMeh ItxtFaijttd fro» yoM 
UtiUr, and gwe hkn wttitfen mdsn' tb« 
fcdlowing hcadaw 

FiilsT> That ordera t>a git^n ter 
tll« Dirogan of die Ghokeys^ to feepdre 
evety £n^(b bead: that pidfes to pro- 
dace a duiluck, under the feal of the 
gotretniflenf^ to any thief of tl% fuhor- 
dioeie fh3;Mie»> add id cidis of » refuw 
faiy.thetdieyeoinf^ the boats tobrh^to. 

Second, That eeeiy boat wkh Eng- 
li(h colors, and not having a duftuck, be 
flopped j and if the goods be Bnglilh 
pfopertyv that notice be given to the 
chief of the nearefl faftory, that it may 
be enquired info 5 but if it be a property 
of a iUbje<^ of the fircar, that the Na- 
bob 
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bdb ta^e Wliiat notke of it he majf 
think proper. 

T H 1 k o, That AriA orders be given 
to the officers and fougedars of die 
car, if any EngUffi gomaftah ccuninit 
any ad'of oppreffion, or interfere in the 
affiairsof the government, to forbid theoii 
and if they rcfuiie to hear reafon, to 
oie force to naake them dehit. 

Fourth, That itrid orders have 
been fent from the Prefidency, that none 
of the gomaftahs, or Servants of the fac- 
tories, intermeddle with the affairs of 
the goswrnment } and that the officers of 
the lircar be likewHe ffrklly eii^oined^ 
not to obffriiKSt the Company’s buhnehi^ 
or oppreis the people employed in it. 

Fifth, That no grants of wadadar;- 
rees, farms, or otl^r offices of ihe go- 
vernment, be allowed to the Company’s 
gomajdahs. < 

Sixth, That the Company’s go- 
mailaha lhall be allowed an EngUih>dag 
at the place of their rciidence ; hut no 
private gomaffahs ihall have an Eaglilh 

flag, 



92 ^ Narrative of the 

flag, or aflTume any diftindtion from the 
Engliih name. 

Seventh, That, by an order from 
the Prefidency, no European fhall be 
employed in the country without a per-^ 
miflion from the Board j and giving fe- 
curity, that he will not interfere in any 
affairs of the government. 

Upon the two firft heads the Nabob 
remarked, that it was to no purpofe for 
him to give fuch orders to his officers, 
though backed with your duftucks, lince 
both have proved ineffectual to reftrain 
the prefumption of our people, who fel- 
dom chufe to produce their duftucks t 
and if the officer acts as his duty re- 
quires him, a complaint is inftantly fent 
to the next factory of the infolence of 
the Chokeys, the indignity offered to 
our flag, and the infringement of our 
duftucks } feepoys are difpatched to feize 
the offender ; and others, dreading the 
like treatment, let pafs all boats indif- 
ciiminately, and amongft them many 
that have no duftucks. 


In 
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In the third article I have deviated a lit- 
tle from your inftrudtionsi as I believe you 
will be convinced, that the gomaftahs are 
not to be kept in awe by threats alone ; 
but fome coercive power mull be allowed 
the magillrates, without which the go- 
maftahs, knowing the difficulty of find- 
ing out the truth of fails fo remote from 
our enquiries, will be continually inter- 
meddling in matters which do not con- 
cern them. I make no doubt, but the 
officers of the government will be tempt- 
ed, as they have many times done, to 
abufe their authority! but the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, and the Engliffi name, 
will luffer lefs by a few inllances of this 
kind, than by the unlimited power fo 
often alTumed by our agents. An ex^ 
ample made of the firft attempts of the 
magillrates to opprefs our people will 
intimidate others ; but to have every lit- 
tle grievance on either fide referred to 
the Nabob or yourfelf, will be a Iburce 
of perpetual difagreement, and the en- 
quiries will be found fo perplexed, 'that 
I doubt, if any redrefs will be obtained 
on either fide. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithstanding diis aiteration, 
the propofal is not iatisfadtory to the 
Nabob, as long as a power is lodged 
with the gentlemen of our fedlories, on 
«irery -complaint of the gomaftahs, to 
lend out parties of ^poys, againft fuch 
as they pretend have mi&ehaved to them, 
^his evil is therefore firft to be redrelTed. 
' To the fifth, the Nabob gives his 
entire afient; and defires, that die go^ 
maftahs, and all others under our pro*- 
tedtion, be forbid to take or £bllicit of^ 
fices under the government, which he 
has found very detrimental to the peace 
of the country. 

The fixth, I hope, exprefies your in-^ 
tention, as the private gomaftahs have 
no need of the protedlion of the Eng*- 
lilh name, to carry on their bufinefs at 
the Aurungs, nor can claim ^y privi*- 
lege above other traders, befides that of 
bringing away their goods when pro*- 
vided with the C<Nnpany’s duiluck. 

T o thefis ^the Nabob defirol another 
firticle might be added, though impli*- 
cidy ibcluded in the foregoing, viz. that 

the 



^rmftiBions in Bek gal. 

tlie ^halt not force their goods 

on his fubjeits againft their will, or at 
their own prices, nor compel the work- 
men to provide goods for them at unrea- 
fonable rates ; but tfiat every man be 
left at his own option to buy or fell, 
as he finds his advantage in either. 

As the Nabob has no obje^Siion to 
any of the means whicl) you have fo 
often proppfed, for preventing the dif- 
. putes between his people and the Com- 
pany’s, but only to the want of a pro- 
per authority, to enforce the execution 
of them } he defires, that whatever re- 
gulations you may judge necelTary, for 
the above end, may be drawn up in 
form, and fent him with the feal of the 
Company j and if your name added to 
it, be not fufiicient to prevent future 
cavils, that it be ligned likewife by the 
reft of the Council. Such a warrant will 
limit, beyond the poflibility of a difpute, 
the extent of our privileges, and his au- 
thority, and point out the means, by 
which he may preferve his government 
entire, without inclining the iii^ufa- 

tion 
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tion of trampling on the rights of the 
Company.” 

Extras of a Letter from the Governor to 
'Mr. Haftings. Dated June 27, 1762. 

“ TT is a natural right which the Na- 
bob has, in common with all other 
governments, to prevent by force, if 
fair means fail, any injury being done 
to his fubjeds by any other perfons. It 
. wtiiild be almoU abfurd to give a confent 
to this by any public a£t, and perhaps 
not quite proper, for fear of encourag- 
ing too much the government’s people, 
to exercife this right Ibmetimes in an 
unjuft caufe. But wherever unlawful 
attempts are made by our people, the 
officers of the government muft prevent 
them, by fair means, if poffible j if not, 
pppofe them by force, and it is what 
no reafonable man can complain of.” 

I H A V E chofen to infert thefe letters, 
becaufe they will fhew that the regula- 
tionsi which I afterwards agreed upon 
with the Nabob, were not haftily re^ 

folved. 
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folved upon, but were the refult of a 
long confideration, and the ftrongeft ne- 
ceffity. In the month of June the Na- 
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed 
his quarters for the rains ; and Mr. Haf- 
tings then took leave of him, and re- 
turned to Calcutta. 

. Here the Nabob, being more at lei- 
fure to attend to the complaint* of .his 
officers and fubjedls of the overgrown 
power aflumed by the Engliffi agents 
and gomaftahs, I daily received letters 
from him on thofe fubjedts. I ffiall here 
infert fome of the letters from the Na- 
bob and his officers, in which thofe grie- 
vances are fet forth in the mofl; firiking 
colors. 

Tranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Received May 1762. 

'VT'OU write me, that there inuft 
JL be mifehievous men about me, 
who by their flanders want to ftir up en- 
mity between me and the Engliffi gen- 
tlemen ; that I ffiould fearch out thofe 
promoters of diflenfion, and bring them 
Vql. II. H to 
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to due punifliment. Sir, from the tiffle 
that I entered into an agreement with 
you, and marched out of the Befigal 
province to thefe .parts, I never infring- 
ed the treaty by obftrudting a fingle pfer- 
fon, gentleman, or feepoy, or boat, or 
commodity of yours j nor have I fent 
a fingle peon for the ctiftomary ooriifnif- 
fions from the diftridts which I granted 
to the Company, but have entirely left 
off concerning myfelf about thofe dif- 
tri< 5 ts, and have not once wrote to you 
on any affair relative to them : finoe then 
nothing has been done On fny -part, which 
might difturb the friendfiiip and treaty 
fubfifting between us, hoW can there 
be any room about my perfon for de- 
figning and mifchievous men ? And this 
is the way your gentlemen behave-j 'they 
make a difturbance all Over tny eourt try, 
plunder the people, injure and 'difgrace 
my fervants, with a refolution to eixpofe 
my government to contempt ; and frOm 
the borders of -Hindoftan to Calcutta, 
make it their bufinefs to expofe me to 
fcorn. In every perganah and -oveiy 

village. 
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village, they have eftabliflied ten or 
twenty hew fadiories,- and fetting up the 
colors, and (hewing the duftucks of the 
Company, they ufe their utmoft endea- 
vors to opprefs the reiats, merchants, and 
other 5)eople of the country. The duf- 
tucks for (earching the boats, which you 
fwmerly favored me with, and which I 
fent to every chokey, the Engliflimen 
by no means regard, but bring (hame 
and dilgrace upon my people, holding 
themfelves in readinefs to beat and abufc 
thenx. Having eftablilhed thele new fac- 
tories, they carry on fuchbufinefs as the 
Company never heard of; and every 
Bengal gomaftah makes a difturbance at 
every faxStory, and thinks himfelf not 
inferior to the Company. In every per- 
ganah, every village, and every fac- 
tory, they buy and fell fait, beetle-nut, 
ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fi(h, gun- 
nies, ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium, and 
many other things, more than I can 
write, and vdiich I think it needlefs to 
mention. They forcibly take away the 
goods and commodities of the rcjats, 
H 2 mer- 



1,00 A Narrative o/* 

merchants, &c. for a fourth part of their 
value i and by ways of violence and op- 
preffions, they oblige the reiats, &cc. to 
give five rupees for goods which are 
worth but one rupee; and for the fake 
of five rupees, they bind and difgrace 
an Aflammee *, who pays me one hundred 
rupees malguzariree -f* ; and they allow 
not any authority to my fervants. Near 
four or five hundred new faftories have 
been eftablilhed in my dominions ; and 
it is impoflible to exprefs what diftur- 
bances are made in every factory, and 
hp^w the inhabitants are opprefled. The 
officers of every diftrid: hw® defifted 
from the exercife of their fundlions ; fo 
that by means of thefe oppreffions, and 
my being deprived of my duties, I fuf-^ 
fer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five 
lacks 9f rupees. In this cafe, how can 
I keep clear of debts ? How can I pro-, 
vide for the payment of niy tribute to 
the, king, and for the e^ipcnces of my 
army and my hnnihold ? J.n the perga-^ 
nahpf Dinagepopr, of which I^haye ap- 

* A perfon on whom a claim is made, a depen- 
ddhf. ‘ ^ f The rents, or land-tax. 
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pointed and fent Ramnaut Bahdree col- 
leAori befides the old factory, twenty 
hew ones have been eftablifhed in one 
gunge *. I have fent for your infor- 
mation a lift, fpecifying the number of 
the faftories, and the names of the go- 
maftahs, which I received from the faid 
colle<ftor. And every one of thefe go- 
maftahs has fuch a power, that he im- 
prifons the colled:or, and deprives him 
of all authority whenever he pleafes. 
Therefore I defire you will fpeedily put 
a ftop to this method of buying and fel- 
ling ftraw, bamboos, &c. which the 
Company never praAifed. As I never 
interfere in any of the diftridts which I 
gave up to the Company, it is proper, 
that in like manner you and the chiefs, 
and other Englifhmen, fhould not inter- 
fere in any of the diftricfts which, by 
your favor, belong to me. By the grace 
of God, I neither have tranlgrelled, nor 
do, nor will tranfgrefs the treaty and a- 
greement which I have made j why then 
do the chiefs of the Englifhmen render 
niy government contemptible, and em- 
H 3 ploy 

* A large market for grain. 
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ploy themfelves in bringing a lofs upon 
me ? Be kind enough to take thefe mat- 
ters into confideration without delay, for 
they expofe my government to fcorn, 
and are of the greateft detriment to me.” 

‘Tranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor. Received in April 1762. 

** write me, that ** as the pro- 

vinces are free from diilurbance 
all men have engaged in trade } that this 
is a means of benefiting the reiats, and 
rendering the country populous j that I 
fhould fully inform you of the names of 
all fuch as lay alide their trade, and give 
interruption to my bulinefs, together 
with the particulars of. their proceed- 
ings j and that you will punifh them ac- 
cording to their deferts.” 

It is true, that by the flourifhing trf" 
trade, and the free intercourfe of mer- 
chants, a country is rendered populouSi 
butthegomaflahs, who have gone into the 
countryon the part of your gentlemenj re- 
gardlefs of what any one fays to them, in- 
folentiy ufe violentmeans tocarryon their 

traffiqk i 
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trafiick 5 and whenever a gunge or golah 
h^. been eftablilhed, they adt as zemin- 
d^r«, taalookdars, and renters, and leave 
niy ofiicers no authority j and befides 
this, they fend other peoples goods with 
their own, under the protedlion of their 
duilucks. As you have defired me to 
write you the particulars of the opprcf- 
fions of your gomaftah^, after the arri- 
val of Mr. Haftings, I will fend you a 
circumAantial account of them.” 

Tran/lation a Letter from Syed Rejub 
^llee, Zemn4<ir of Beerbazoo Perga- 
p^h. Jieeeived the Middie of the Tear 
1762. 

** 'E'ROM the beginning, the Com- 
pany’s factory has been in Bcel- 
coochy, and a cloth bufinefs has been 
carried on there j and J do not neglect 
doing, to the utmoft of my power, what- 
ever the gomaftahs of the factory defirc, 
nor was anyoppreflion pradtifed. Who- 
ever traded in copper, toothenague, or 
cotton, which was fent to the fadlory 
by the Cppipany, traded ,|j¥fly, and at 
H 4 the 
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the qiarket price. Now from Calcutta, 
Dacca, Cheelmary, and Rangamatty,; 
uumbers of Engliihmen and merchants, 
and the people of Monfieur Chevalier, 
fipc. bring into the perganah, copper, 
toothenague, cotton, tinkal, fait, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, rice, muggadooties, 
♦ Seringa-boats, lack, Rick lack, dam- 
mar, dried filh, &c. and all thefe peo- 
ple, aifuming the name of the Compa- 
ny, force the reiats, who never dealt in 
fuch commodities, to purchafe them at 
an exorbitant price. Belides this, they 
violently exadt large fums for prefents, 
and for their peons expences, and take, 
at a low rate, whatever oil, &c. they 
buy. By means of thefe oppreffions, 
^e merchants, peons, reiats, &c. of the 
perganah, haye taken to flight, and the 
hauts -f, gauts gunges ]], and golahs §, are 
entirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent 
^Ije reiats from carrying on their bufinefs} 

they 

* A large kind of canoo, made on the borders of 
A'Ham. ' 

: :-f A weekly market. A cuftom-houfe. 

I W|tQlefale markets. § Houfes for grain. 
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they rob and plunder them wherever 
they meet them on the road j and giv- 
ing colors and certificates to the mer- 
chants of the perganah, who foriiier- 
ly paid duties, they will not fuffer any 
to be taken from them ; and the zemin- 
dars people, reverencing the name of the 
Company, cannot obftrufl: them. Thro* 
thefe opprefiions, the revenues of the 
government have been abfolutely ruined^ 
and the Company’s bufinefs obftrudied. 
Being without redrefs, I fend you a vac- 
keel, with a reprefentation of the ftate of 
the perganah, he will inform you of 
all particulars. I hope, that regarding 
my diftreffed condition, you will fend a 
feepoy, with a duftuck, to take my 
country under his protedlion j and will 
order the gomaftahs of the Beelcoochy 
factory, to put a ftop to the power of 
luch as trade by force and opprefiions j 
to make every one refund what profits 
he has exadled by violence j to put op- 
prefiion and injuftice to flight, and to 
have the Company’s bufinefs carried on 
as formerly. I have acquainted the 

-■vackee! 
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vaeked with the particulai^, and hiei 
will inform you of them*” 

^ranjflation ^ a letter fvQm Doolahram* 
a Renter ta tbe Nabob* 

** ^TT' H B trade of the fait and hat-. 

X ty-wood, in the cbuckla of Sil-. 
het, has for a long while been granted to 
me 1 in conlideration of which* I pay a 
yearly rent ^ of 40,000 cawns of cow-^ 
rjcs j but now Mr. -f*, and Chandermijn* 
and Coja Marcat, Engliih gomaftah§, 
having brought a large quantity of fah 
into the aforefajd chuckla, oblige my go-^ 
maftahs, by force and oppreffion, to pur** 
chafe it at an ejforbitant price ; and hav-** 
ing, by violent means, taken the batty** 
wood trade into their own hands, they 
have put a ftop to my hufinefs, whereby 
I fuffera verygreat lofs. Yet thefougedar 
has opprelhvely exafted from me the 
ufual rents? plundering my hpufe, and 
forcing me frona my home, and my 
gomaftahs, by regfon of the oppreflipns 

• Vilue about 10,000 rupees. 

' t' nrbe name not legible in the original. 
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of the Englifli gomaftahs, and the rigor 
and vidlence with which the malguzar- 
ree is exa<Sled, have taken to flight. I 
therefore hope you will do me the fa- 
vor, to order a perwannah to be wrote 
to the fougedar, either to put a flop to 
the power of the Englifli gomaftahs, or 
elfe not to demand the rents from me.” 


SECTION X. 

The Increafe of the Difputes.— — -Mr. 
Vanfittart’s Journey to Mongheer, and 
Regulations agreed upon with the 
Nabob. 

Great Alarms of an approaching Rupture 
between us and the Nabob. — Increafe 
of the Complaints on both Sides. — Let- 
ters containing the Complaints againf the 
Englifli Agents and Gomaftahs. —Let- 
ters containing the Complaints againft the 
Nahob’x Officers.— J^ebaies and Orders 
the Board upon the Occqfion.—Rea- 
fons for Mr. Vanfittart’r fourney to 
Mongheer.— jETif arrives at Moorlhe- 

dabad. 
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ii^^^.'-^Letter from him to the Cotm- 
ciL— ‘Letter from the Council to Mr. 
Vanfittart} dejiring him to fettle a Plan 
for the private Tradct with an Account 

f Duties inclofed. He arrives at 

, Conferences with the Na- 

bob.— from Mr. Vanfittart to 
the Council^ with Tranjlations of two 
Letters, one from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Allee, the ColleSlor of Dacca ; 
and one fromMef. Johnflione, Hay and 
Bolts, to the Fougedar of Purnea.— 
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. 
Hafiings to the Council, with the Re- 
gulations propofed. — Letter from the 
Nabob to Mr. Vanfittart, containing a 
Summary of his Complaints.— -—Mr. 

' Y s Anfwer to the Nabob, con- 
taining the Regulations promifed there- 
upon, which was the SubjeSi of the en- 
. fuingDifputes.—MrN^xAxXSiXX. proceeds 
to ^ztnoi.— Complaint made to him by 
- ^ Nabobs Deputy at Patna.— 
Impute about the Burbunna Gate.-^Dif- 
. pute about the Gunge.— ikfr. Vanfit- 
i tartly Anftioeih to tht Dcputf s Com- 
^ plaints. 
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plaints. — Mr. Vanfittart out from 

Patna for Calcutta. —— i!£? calls at 
Mongheer, and takes heave of the Na- 
bob. — jT/S^ Nabob fets out on an Ex- 
pedition to Napaul.— (f his Forces 
at this Feriod.— -better from the Council 
to Mef. Vanlittart and Haftings, in 
Anfiioer to theirs from Mongheer. — 
Mr. Vanfittart arrives at Coffimbuzar. 
—His Letter to the Board from thence. 
—He returns to Calcutta. 

1 Strove as long as poffible to remove 
thefe diforders by private cautions to 
the gentlemen concerned ; but finding 
thofe means inefFedlual, I was obliged 
to lay them before the Board, where, 
however, for the moft part, they met 
with as little attention. They were u- 
fually conflrued as forged pretexts of 
the Nabob, to pick a quarrel with us, 
and encroach upon our rights, I was 
reproached with the credit which I gave 
to the Nabob’s reprefentations, and every 
gentleman, who was .interefted in them, 
regarded, me as his perfonal enemy. Tn 

fliort,< 
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&ort, though complaints became 
Kvcry day more frequent, yet not one 
was ever redreiled, nor even bought 
worthy of an enquiry $ and all that I 
could do was, by palliating what I could 
jjot remedy, to keep die Nabob in tem- 
per, and prevent an open quarrel from 
breaking out between us. 

Soon after, I was for two months 
confined from bufinefs by a dangerous 
illnefs. Being unable in this interval to 
apply the fame palliatives and cautions, 
which had hidaerto checked the progrefs 
©f thefc dilutes and ffcruggles between 
ibe Nabob’s t^cers and the gomaftahs, 
they were carried to the greateft licenti- 
oufrefr on bof-hlides. IHie firft I heard 
of buifi'nefs after my recovery was, that 
a war was breaking out with the Na- 
bob j complaints crowded in upon me 
from all parts, the officCTS of the go- 
vernment decflaring, that their authori- 
ty an every place was trampled upon by 
die fmgliih gomaftahs, fo that they 
could no longer preferve die leaft order, 
in the management of the 'bufinefs com- 
mitted 
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'inittied to tSwtt <oiiatgo, iKSt' cssAledt the 
revenues ‘of gOfVcmflttcjM: ^ and tStat 
the ^hai duties whith had <beon paiid 
hy the £iiigtith meS’ehasws -on 'iklt, and 
ihme othfei" SttS^^les otf" |yrf:va\!e trade, wesre 
now withheld and ref’ufed j and, 'Onthe 
'Other hde> $he gentleftien of ihe fuhor- 
'^hna'te (fa^i^fes, and the ©ngliih gO- 
affecting they had paid the tifti- 
tfl duties, nottv^rthftandifig Hi^hich ’many 
of their hoats were ftoppcd. That fhe 
•nature thefe cotnplaifits, which af- 
'tetwards ^produced fuch confequences, 
■may be the better undeiaiood, fome of 
the moft material fhall be here mferted. 


'Cofy of a Letter from Serjeant * Brego 
to the Governor. Backergunge, 

May 25, 1762. 

<« H E iitUation of alfairs, at this 
JL place, obliges me to apply to 
yOur Honor for inftrudtions for my fur- 
ther proceedings. 

My 


’* A ferjeant fent with fix feepoys, by the Nabob's 
defire, to affift the zemindar of Backergunge. 
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My inftrudlions which I brought Here 
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their 
feryants committed any diforders, diey 
were to be fent to Calcutta, notwith- 
ilanding any pretence they ihall make 
for fo doing. 

Notwithstanding the rigor of 
thefe orders, I have ever made it my 
bufinefs (when any thing trifling hap- 
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to 
pcrfuade the gentlemen’s gomaftahs here 
to a<ft in a peaceable manner ; which, al- 
though repeated feveral times, has had 
no eflfeft ; but, on the contrary, has oc- 
cafioned their writing complaints of me 
to their refpedive mailers, that I ob- 
flrudled them in their bufinefs, and ill 
ufed them ; and in return, I have receiv- 
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle- 
men, threatening, if I interfere with 
their fervarits, to ufe fuch meafures ais 
1 may repent ; nor have the gentlemen 
onty done this, their very gomaflah? 
have made it public here, that in cafe I 
ftop them in any proceeding, they will 

ufe 
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life the fame methods 1 for the truth of 
which I have good proofs. 

Now, Sir, I am to inform you What 
I have obftrudted them in; this place 
was of great trade formerly, but now 
brought to nothing by the following 
pradtices. 

A GENTLEMAN fends a gomaftah 
here to buy or fell ; he immediately looks 
upon himfelf as fufRcient to force every 
inhabitant, either to buy his goods, or 
fell him theirs ; and on refufal (in cafe 
of non-capacity) a flogging or confine- 
ment immediately enfues. This is not 
fufficient even when willing, but a fe- 
cond force is made ufe of, which is, to 
engrofs the different branches of trade 
to themfelves, and not to fuffer any per- 
fons to buy or fell the articles they trade 
in ; and if the country people do it, then 
a repetition of their authority is put in 
practice ; and again, what things they 
purchafe, they think the leafl: they can 
do is, to take them for a confiderable- 
deal lefs than another merchant, and of- 
tentimes refufe paying that ; and my in- 

VoL. II. I terfering 
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tefftiririg; bccafibfts all' infifeiediiite cdMi^’i 

pl^rit; ; s-;:!- . -i v'--!'.;’ ■'t 

'Tk'E s E; and many other opprelBolns 
more than can be related, whibh are daily 
ufed by the Bengal gorriaftaha, is the 
reafon that this place is growing defti-* 
tute of inhabitants, every day numbers 
leave the town, to feek a refidence more 
fafe j and the very marketSj which be- 
fore afforded plenty, do hardly now prO-* 
duce any thing of ule, their peons be- 
ing allowed to force poor people ; and 
if 'the zemindar offers to prevent it, he 
is threatened to be ufed in the fame nian- 
ner. 

i.Before, juftice was f given in |he 
public cutchcrree,^ but now evet^r |[o-r 
riaaftah is become a judge* and every 
one's hoUfe a ciitcherrec j they even psdi 
fenteiices on the zemindars tkemfelvesi 
dnd draw money from them»by. pretended 
injuries; fuch as a quarrel -with fome? Of 
their peons, or their havirig, as they aft 
fcrt, ' ffole fomcthing, - which is; mord 
likely to have been taken by their own 
1 peoples 

* Exercifed, 
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people; but allowing they were robbed, 
I believe no gomaftah’s authority extends 
ib far* as to take his own latisfadtion on 
the goyernnient* 

- Having thus far acquainted your. 
Honor with the. behavior of the gomaf- 
tahs here, I am to requeft your Honor’s 
intereft, that in cafe I am to put your 
orders in execution, I may be bore harm- 
lefs therein ; and I beg leave to conclude, 
being with all refpe<fl, &c. 

Tranjlation of a Letter from * Mahomed 
Allee to the Governor. Received the 
Beginning of October 1762. 

TTIS Excellency the Nabob was 
Xi pleafed to appoint me colle< 5 loc 
of the pcrganahs in the province of 
Dacca ; but feveral people of that place 
have ingratiated themfelves in the favor 
of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and 
Dacca fadtories, and greatly detrimented 
the affairs. To this purport his Excel- 
lency has wrote you, and direG:ed me to 
‘ I 2 • acquaint 

* Collcftor of Dacca. 
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acquaint you with every thihg relative 
to the gentlemen of the faftory. 

Therefore I now lay the whole 
before you, and fend by Mirza Myfu- 
deen a perwannah from his Excellency, 
which he will prefent to you. In the 
firft place, a number of merchants have 
made intereft with the people of the fac- 
tory, hoiil Englifh colors on their boats, 
and carry away their goods under the pre- 
tence of their being Englifli property, by 
which means the Shahbunder and other 
cuftoms are greatly detrimented. Se- 
condly, the gomaftahs of Luckypoor and 
Dacca factories oblige the merchants, 
&c* to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and 
fundry other things, at a price exceed- 
ing that of the bazar, and then extort 
the money from them by force ; belides 
which, they take diet money for the 
peons, and make them pay a fine for 
breaking their agreement. By thefe 
proceedings, the aurungs and other 
places are ruined. Thirdly, the gomaf- 
tahs of Luckypoor factory have taken 
the taalookdars taaloocs from the tahlil- 

dar 
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dar by force for their own ufe, and will 
riot pay the rent. At the inftigation of 
fbme people they, on a matter of com- 
plaint, fend Europeans and feepoys with 
a duftuck into the country, and there 
create difturbances. They ftation cho- 
keys at different places, and whatever 
they find in poor people’s houfes they 
caufe to be fold, and take the money. 
By thefe difturbances the country is 
ruined, and the reiats cannot ftay in their 
houfes, nor pay the malguzarree. In 
many places, Mr. Chevalier has by force 
eftablifhed new markets, and new fac- 
tories, and has made falfe feepoys on 
his own part, and they feize whom they 
want, and firte them. By his forcible pro- 
ceedings many hauts, gauts, and per- 
ganahs are ruined, and the malguzar- 
ree of the government fuffers greatly. I 
therefore hope you will fend, for the 
fecurity of thereiats, two Europeans or 
feepoys with a duftuck, which may put 
an end to thefe proceedings, and tend 
to the benefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe 
to fend letters to the chiefs of Dacca 
I j and. 
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anid Lucky poor, to write to their goma^ 
tai>s in the diftridis, not to oblige the 
hierchants to take tobacco, cotton, &C. 
and not in any relpedt to detriment the 
aurungs, and dien the fircar Will get the 
revenues. Other matters Mirza Myfu- 
deen, will relate to you, you will pleafe 
to confider them, and then the affairs of 
the government will profper.*’ 

* Copy of a Letter from Mr. JBXXh to the 
Governor and Council. Dated 0 < 5 l* 7, 
'1762. 

i* 'HT' P prevent any blame being here- 

* after thrown upon us for the 
deficiency of our inveflment. We are 
now to inform yOu, that at Jehanabad, 
the principal cloth aurung, our gbmaf- 
tahs, delolls, &c. have been perempto- 
rily ordered to defifl from purchafifig, 
and quit the place. Upon their non- 
conipliance, they have been threatened 
and abufed in the moll vile and grofs 
terms j and the wafhermen employed in 
whitening our cloths have been adlually 

O. beat, 

♦ C^pkints againft the Nabob’s officers. 
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beat, and peons put over them, to pre- 
vent their going on in their bufinefs. 
Rajah. * Nobit Roy (to whom our chief 
has twice complained of thefe proceed- 
ings) declares, that the perfon who thus 
infults us, and impedes the Company’s 
bufinefs, is independent of him ; fo that 
it would feem he is fent by the Nabob 
merely for this purpofe. 

If fuch infolence is fufFered to pafs 
unnoticed, we can have no hopes of corn- 
pleating our inveftment j for who will 
ferve us, whilft they thereby fubjedl 
themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomini- 
ous treatment from the country gjovern- 
ment ? 

F o R the carrying on the Company’s 
bufinefs, it is evident we mull be obliged 
to repel force by force j and lhall do fo, 
unlefs we receive your honors, &c. orders 
to the contrary.” 

* Then Naib at Patna. 
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Copy of the Refolution of the Board (Mef 
Vanfittart, Amyatt, M*Gwire, Hay 
and Watts) on the foregoing Letter » 
October i8, 1762. 

“ A greed, we write immediate- 
ly the following anfwer, that 
we inclofe a letter from the Prefidcnt to 
the Nabob, on the fubjedlof their com- 
plaints, and hope it will be effcdlual in 
renaoving all interruptions in the Com** 
pany’s bufinefs j but at all events, as we 
have it fufficiently in our power to pro- 
cure fatisfadlion for any injury that may 
may be done the interefts of our employ- 
ers ; they are on no account to make ufe 
of force, without our exprefs direftions j 
that they do not mention in their letter, 
that they have made any application to 
the Nabob, to put a ftop to the difficul- 
ties they reprefent} and which certainly 
they ought to have done, when they 
were informed, that the perfon they 
complained of, was independent of the 
Naib of Patna. At leaft it fhould have 
occurred to them, that fuch application 

wa& 
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was neceffary, before they {hould propofe 
to make ufe of force.” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from the Gentlemen 
at Luckypoor, to the Governor and 
Council, Dated October 14, 1762. 

** TXrE muft beg leave to obferve to 
VV you, that within thefe few 
days, every boat, which we have fent out 
of the river, has been ftopped at the dif- 
ferent chokeys, notwithllanding they 
have the chief’s duftuck. Our gomaftahs 
and people ufed ill and confined, and a 
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and our 
fervants in general greatly infulted all 
over the country. Upon our fending to 
fome of thefe places to enquire the rea- 
fon of this extraordinary behavior j an- 
fwer was given, that they had orders 
from the Nabob to flop and demand du- 
ties from every Englifli boat that paffed, 
and on no account to let them go free> 
as the Englilh duftuck was of no conle- 
quence in the country, and for this pur- 
pofe the force at. every chokey is aug- \ 
mented. This has occafioned an entire 

ftoppage 
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flioppage to our trade, greatly to th«! de- 
triment of our private fortunes, as we 
have now large quantities of goods, de- 
tained at the different Chokeys, which 
We cannot get releafed, unlefs we fub- 
mif to pay the extravagant cuftom they 
require ; and were we to do that, our 
boats are? liable to be Hopped, at the 

- very next Chokey, and the fame duty 
-again demanded. Of thefe circumftanees 

we think it neceffaiy to advife you, and 
hhope fpeedy meafures will be taken to 
:> f|)!rocure us redrefs. We are under daily 

- Apprehenfions* that a cuftom will be de- 
manded on our doth purchafes, which 
muft be of great prejudice to our Ho- 
norable Employers.” 

^xtraSi of a hetter from the Chief and 
, , Council at Chittagong, to the Governor 
and Council. Dated October 14, 1762. 

:<* TTTE laft night received a letter 
. ; . V V from the Dacca gentlemen, ad- 
viftng us, that ^e extraordinary info- 
lence of the natives in , every part of 
^eir diftrids, has given them the great- 

eft 
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eft reafon to apprehend troubles in the 
country j and that the natives feem to 
confirm thefe fiirmifes by their own de^ 
'clarations j that their trade is almoft put 
an entire ftop to, their flag ufed with 
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed j- 
that this being their prefent lituation* 
^they requeft we will let them have ano- 
ther company of feepoys, for the pro- 
tedtion of our Honorable Matters pro- 
perty at their factory ; that the Compa- 
ny appointed there are very fickly, and 
many men unfit for adual fervice ; that 
the fooner we fend them this detach- 
ment the better, as alfo fome ammuni- 
tion; that the Company lhall again here- 
turned, when their affairs are put upon 
a better footing. In confequence of^ 
thefe advices, we have ordered a com- 
pany of feepoys, with fome ammunition, 
to oceed to Dacca, with all expedi- 
tion, which we hope will mqet| wlth 
youir approbation. At the fame time, 
tve alfo = received a letter from the gen- 
’ tlemen at Luckypoofj requetting a fifp- 

.•/iJ -n ill ^ -Ail ;; ,4iply 
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ply of ammunition, which we have or- 
dered to be fcnt. 

W E muft obferve to you, that with- 
in thefe few days paft, we have received 
advice from our gomaftahs, in different 
parts of the country, that our bufinefs is 
entirely put a flop to, by the Nabob’s 
people, and our boats not fuffered to 
pafs the chokeys, the zemindars de- 
manding very confiderable duties to be 
paid them, declaring, they have orders 
from Coffim Allee Cawn fo to do, and 
unlefs we ufe force to prevent it, they 
will fee his diredfions ftridlly complied 
with. Several of our boats are now ly- 
ing confined at different chokeys.” 

Extract of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Dacca, to the Governor and 
Council. Dated Odtober 8, 1762. 

** think it our duty to inform 

▼ V you, that the outrages com- 
mitted in thefe parts by the govern- 
ment’s people, fo^this month paft, have 
arrived to fuch a height, as to put almoft 
a total ftop to our bufinefs. At every 

chokey 
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chokey our boats are ftopped, the people 
infulted, aud the flag tiled with the ut~ 
mofl; and mofl: grofs contempt. Our 
advices from Silhet give us the lame in- 
telligence, further adding, that ^ mu- 
chulcas have been taken from many in- 
habitants, prohibiting them on no account 
to have any connexions with the Eng- 
lilli. As this fpirit of infolence increafes 
to a very furprizing degree, and we have 
daily the mortification to hear of repeat- 
ed infults and violences ofiered to our 
privileges, we are under an apprehen- 
fion, that the Company’s bufinefs will 
in a few days lliare the fame fate as all 
private ha a To prevent and remedy 
thefe evils, we mult depend upon the 
meafures you may take in confequcnce 
of this information. 

As appearances are lb very unpro- 
mifing, we have wrote to the gentle- 
men of Chittagong, for a reinforce- 
ment of a company of feepoys, which 
lliall be again returned them, when 
alfairs begin to clear up." 

ExtraSi 

* Wiiucn obligations. 
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ExtraSi from Confultation of the \%th of 
Odtober. (Prefent Mef Vanfittart, 
Amyatt, M'Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 

** A GREED, we write to Dacca in 
■L^ anfwer to their letter of the 8th 
inftant j that we muft needs fay, from the 
information of the above. * letters, there 
is reafon to fear their gomaftahs and a- 
gelits have made nfe of very unwarrant- 
able pradtices in their trade ; and perhaps 
thefeveral difputes and interruptions they 
complain of, have been owing to that 
caule^j but as we are always able and wil- 
ling, when the necefiity of circumftances 
may require, to procure them redrefs for 
any injuries they may fuffer in their trade, 
orotherwife : we direft, that they forbear 
making ufe of force without our per- 
miflion and orders ; and therefore defire 
they will return to Chittagong immedi- 
ately, the company of feepoys which 
they have wrote for from thence j and if 

^ any 

* Serjeant Brego’s, Mahomed Alice’s and other*, 
then read at the Board. ^ 
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any complaints of interruptions in their 
bufinefs are hereafter made by their go- 
maftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a perfon 
to enquire into the truth of the affair, 
with a letter to the proper officer of the 
government, to defirc he will put a flop 
to fuch obflrudlions ; that inclofed, are 
letters from the Governor to Jeffarut 
Cawn, the Naib, and Mahomed Allee, 
the colledlor of the revenues which we 
hope will prevent any further diforders, 
at leafl, until the Prefident can make 
the neceffary regulations in concert with 
the Nabob j that the above-mentioned 
copies of letters we have forwarded to 
them for their information and reply, 
in cafe there fhould be any fadls in them 
mifreprefented j and we defire they will 
lend, on their parts, a particular ftate of 
their complaints to the Prefident, who 
will take the proper meafures to obtain 
them fatisfadlion and indemnification for 
all lodes 5 nd damages j that they muft 
likewife , take effeftual care, that none 
of their gomaflahs or agents do in fu- 
ture ufe any kind of force or authority in 

carrying 
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carrying on their trade, leaft the dif- 
putes, occafioned by fuch practices, 
£hould in the end affedt the Company’s 
bufinefs j neither muft their gomaftalis 
be allowed to fet themfelves up as ma- 
gillrates in the country, in hearing dif- 
putes between the inhabitants, impofing 
fines, &c. 

Agreed, we likewife add to the 
Luckypoor letter, the feveral inftruc- 
tions contained in the above letter to 
Dacca, to regulate themfelves by, in 
cafe any difput:s fliould happen with 
them.” 

Extract of Confultation of the iji ^No- 
vember, ijh'i. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt, 
M‘Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 

“ A GREED, to write an anfwer to 
JLAL Luckypoor, referring them to 
our letter of the i8th of Oftober, for 
diredlions how to regulate themfelves 
with regard to the obllrudlions they com- 
plain of, till fuch *<11116 as the Prefident 
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire 
into, and fettle thefe difputes on a folid 

plan 
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plan for the future fafety and freedom 
of our trade, defiring them in the mean 
time to fend us an account of the duties 
they have ufually paid, and the frefli 
cuftoms which are now demanded, for 
the Prefident’s guidance in fettling the 
matter. 

Agreed, to write to Chittagong, ad- 
vifing them, in anfwer to the above let- 
ter, that as the Prefident is gone on a 
vifit to the Nabob, and intends to enquire 
very particularly into, and fettle all the 
difputes of the nature they complain of. 
We defire they will fend us a particular 
account of their complaints, what was 
the amount of the fonner duties, and 
what freflr cuftoms are now demanded, 
for his (the Prefident’s) guidance in fo 
doing j but that, in the mean time, w e 
muft forbid them making ufe of force 
to redrefs themfelves without our pofitive 
directions j that regarding the difputes 
at Dacca, we have fent the gentlemen 
there our orders and directions, under 
the 1 8th of October.” 

Ypl. II. K Not- 
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Notwithstanding the lengths to 
which thefc difputes were carried, and 
the warmth and ill humor which appear- 
ed on both lides, I had yet one refource 
left for an accommodation, v/hich I 
doubted not would fucceed. I mean an 
interview with the Nabob, w^hich I had 
long intended, and which he had often 
ftrongly prclfed. I was determined, 
therefore, to take this opportunity, when 
a change of air v/as necelfiry for my- 
health, to pay him a vifit at Mongheer. 

I Mattered myfelf this would prove an 
effectual method of re-eftabliiliing a con- 
fidence between us, putting an end to 
the difputes, which had arifen, and pro- 
viding a plan for the lecurity of the pro- 
vinces againft foreign enemies. 

T II E points in difputc were not any 
interells of the Company, but the ex- 
tent of the privileges of our private trade, 
the duties to be paid on certain articles, 
and the overgrown authority of our a- 
gents and gomaftahs ; points which had 
been often difputcd by the former Na- 
bob Jaflier Alice Cawn, as has been al- 
ready 
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feady mentioned. That I might have all 
the necelTary informations, orders were 
fent from the Board to Luckypoor and 
Dacca, to tranfmit an account of what 
duties they had ufually paid upon their 
private inland trade j on the other hand, 
I wrote to the officers of the government, 
that I ffiould foon fee the Nabob, that 
all difficulties would then be removed ; 
and in the mean time, that they ffiould 
be vei'y careful not to obftrudl the bu- 
finefs of any of the Engliffi goniaftahs, 
but receive luch duties as had ufually 
been paid, and give their rowanas * or 
duftucks. 

I ASKED leave of the Board to take 
Mr. Haftings as my affiftant, and made 
the neceffary preparations for my jour- 
ney with all expedition, as my fetting 
out on a friendly vifit to the Nabob, 
could not but have one immediate good 
effect, throughout the country, by ffiew- 
ing, that there was no foundation for 
the alarm of an intended rupture. 


K 2 

* Pairports, 


The 
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The 20th of Odlober, I fet out from 
Calcutta, and arrived the 3d of Novem- 
ber at Moorfliedabad, where I had ma- 
ny converfations with the Naib, or depu- 
ty, Syed Mahomed Cawn, on the fubjeft 
of the difputes which had arifen in all 
parts of the country. He laid before 
me a multitude of complaints, which 
came within liis province, and I did 
what was in my power to redrefs fuch 
as required it ^ on my part alfo, I made 
known to him the reprefentations which 
had come from our factories againft Ma- 
homed Alice, the colle6tor of Dacca, 
and the adjacent diifridls, who feemed 
to be the mofc forward of the Nabob’s 
officers in encouraging the difputes, Sy- 
ed Mahomed Cawn, profefled a very 
bad opinion of Mahomed Alice, and af- 
fured me, he had urged the Nabob to 
remove him. All that I faw at Moor- 
/Itedabad, confirmed my hopes of an 
eafy conciliation, and I wrote the Board 
the following let^r, tranfmitting them, 
at the fame time, the Nabob’s anfwcr to 

Mr. 



^rayifaEiions in Bengal. 133 

Mr. Ellis’s complaints of the 7th of 
Odtober. 

Copy of a Lcter from the Governor to 
the Council. Dated Coflimbuzar, No- 
vember 9, 1762. 

** T F I N D, that the interruptions which 
the gentlemen at Chittagong, Dac- 
ca, and Luckypoor, have met with for 
fome weeks paft, are owing to the bad dif- 
polition of Mahomed Alice, the perfon 
laft appointed by the Nabob to collect 
the rents of that part of the country. 
Syed Mahomed Cawn, the deputy Go- 
vernor of Moorfliedabad, expredes as 
much refentment againfl that man, as 
we do ourfelvcs ; and allures me, that 
he has reprefented him in fuch a light 
to the Nabob, that he is perfuaded he 
will be immediately difmilTed from his 
office. This is a point I ffiall urge to 
the Nabob, if it is not done before I 
arrive at Mongheerj and further, that 
he be punilhed for his infolence, and 
obliged to make fatisfailion for ail ^olfes 
which may have been incurred by the de- 
K 3 lays 
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lays he has occahoned. In the mean time, 
I have the honor to tranfmit you four or* 
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn, ta 
the faid collector, warning him of the 
had confequences of his prefent con- 
duit, and charging him not to obftruit 
the bufinefs of our fadtories ; I fend one 
likewife from myfelf. Thefe forwarded 
to the refpeilive fadtories, will, I hope, 
remove all obftrudtions ; and, on the 
other hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn de- 
lires, that our gentlemen will take alt 
pollible care to prevent their gomallaha 
and agents from interfering in the bufi- 
nefs of the government, or ufing force 
in buying or felling. 

I HAVE not yet the Nabob’s anfwer 
concerning the diiputes between the un- 
cle and nephew, for the j^mindarree of 
Baboopour. As foon as I receive.it, I 
fhall forward it to you, that you may 
give the necelTary diredtions to ijie chief, 
&c. at Luckypqgr. 

The anfwer I have received from the 
Nabob to Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now 
inclofe with a tranflation, I think it 

would 
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would be proper to fend a copy to that 
gentleman, with directions to apply to 
the Naib at Patna, if in future he fliould 
meet with any interruptions in his buli- 
nefs i and if the Naib either refufes, or 
has not authority to remove them, then 
to apply to the Nabob himlelf, from 
whom, if he does not obtain fuch re- 
drefs and affiftance as the cafe may re- 
quire, then to make* his reprefen tation. 
to the Board, with copies of his letters to 
the government, and the anfwers receiv- 
ed, By this we fhall be faved the trou- 
ble of hearing complaints, except in cafes 
where our interpofition becomes really 
necelTary.” 

'Tranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor, November i, 

1762. 

“ T Have received with great plea- 
fure your friendly letter. You wrote, 
that ** you learn from Mr. Ellis, the^ 
chief of the faftory at Patna, that cloths 
have been provided for maiiy years at the 
aurung at Jehanabad for the Company^ 
K 4 now 
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now Pervoo Roy, the aumil of thatplace> 
obftrudts the weavers in providing the 
cloths i and when they are made, hin- 
ders the wafliermen from dreffing and 
waihing them, to the great prejudice 
of the Company’s buiinefs j and you de- 
fire; that I will give ftridt orders to the 
aumil, not to moleft the Company’s go- 
maftahs, and to affift them on every oc- 
cafion.” 

Sir, wherever that gentleman has an 
opportunity, he fails not to make com- 
plaints of his bufinefs. As he has found 
my officers in no inflance faulty, he has 
wrote to you the impertinences and com- 
plaints of the wafliermen ; you well 
know, that the wafliermen pay no du- 
ties, and that the aumils have no autho- 
rity to interrupt them, or prevent their 
wafliing and dreffing the cloths. Was 
this affair really true, he would imme- 
diately have informed Rajah Nobit Roy 
of it, and he would have immediately 
wrote to the auntil about it j but as it is 
altogether without foundation, he chufes 
to make a falfc complaint to you. Do 

you 



^ranfaStions in Bengal. 137 

you yourfelf confider this affair. Ne- 
verthelefs, I have fent flridt orders to 
the Rajah to write to the'aumil, that he 
bn no account obftrudf: the currency of 
the Company’s bufinefs ; and that, on 
application from the gomaftahs of the 
factory, he afford them due aid and af- 
fiftance.” 

The Board having received the ac- 
counts of duties on private inland trade 
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me 
for my guidance in fettling that point 
with the following letter. 

Copy of a Letter from the Council to the 
Governor. Dated Calcutta, Novem- 
ber 15, 1762. 

“ TX 7 ^ received your letter of 
▼ » the 9th inflant, and are there- • 
by glad to find, that the interruptions 
of the trade, which have happened to- 
wards Dacca, Luckypoor and Chitta- 
gong, are only apparently Owing to the 
bad conduft, and ill difpofition of the 
colledor Mahomed Alice j we make ho 

doubt 
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iioul>t . therefore, but a reprefentatioik 
from you to the Nabob of this man’s 
bad behavior, will be the means of ob- 
taining ample fatisfadtion and reftitution 
for all Ioffes fuftained in that quarter. 
And as we hear that the trade in the 
countries of Purnea and Rungpoor has 
likewife met with great interruptions* 
we muft beg leave particularly to recom- 
mend to yoiir attention the getting thefe 
obftruitions alfo removed, and obtain- 
ing retaliation for the Ioffes of any indi*- 
yiduals, who may make their complaints 
to you. 

W E have forwarded to Dacca the or- 
ders to be delivered to Mahomed Alice j 
and have defircd the gentlemen there to 
write to Luckypoor and Chittagong, of 
the receipt and tenor of thefe orders ; 
and afterwards, of the effect they may 
have upon Mahomed Alice’s conduct. 

We have under this date wrote to 
Patna, with a copy of the Nabob’s let- 
ter, and dire<ftions a^eeable to what you 
advifc i but we muft beg leave to ob- 
Ijbrve, that the terms in which the Na- 
bob 
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bob makes mention of Mr. Ellis are in- 
decent, and very improper, and ought 
not to be encouraged. We have too 
good an opinion of Mr. Ellis’s veracity, 
to fuppofe that he would advance a fal- 
fity to the Board j and we hope there- 
fore, that you will endeavor to prevent 
fuch indecencies from paffing in future, 
when we are treating with the Nabob 
on public matters. 

Inclosed we tranfmit you an ex- 
tract from a Luckypoor letter, explain- 
ing the fhahbunder duties which they 
have always paid, and the nature of the 
frefti extortions which are now demand- 
ed, which we imagine may be of fer- 
vice to you, in finally fettling thefe mat- 
ters upon a folid plan. 


ExtraSi 
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ExtraSi of a Letter from the Gentlemen 
at Luckypogr to the Board. Dated 
November 6, 1762. 

<* H E duties we have hitherto 
A paid to the fhahbunder are as 
follows. 

Rup. A. P. 

* On fait 9 14 3 per 100 maunds 

On tobacco o 40 per maund. 

On this firft article, we believe wc 
have paid rather more than the Dacca 
fa<ftory j but hope you will get it fettled 
on an equal footing. With regard to the 
frefli cuftoms now demanded, the cho- 
keys do not require any llipulated fum, 
but fleece our gomaftahs and people of 
all they can ; and if our boats are freed 

from 

* The prime coft of fait, purchafed by the gen- 
tlemen of Luckypoor factory, was ufually about 
60 rupees ptr 100 maunds j fo that the duty they 
paid, amounted to about 15 per cent, on the prime 
coft. 

The prime coft of tobacco, purchafed by the 
gentlemen of Luckypoor faftory, was ufually about 
two or two and a half rupees per maund ; at which 
laft rate the duty they paid amounted to 10 per cent. 
on the prime coft. 
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from one chokey, they are fure to be • 
Jftopped at the next, and our iervants 
confined and treated very ill. The in- 
ftant we had advice of our boats being 
Hopped at thefe places, we fent to them 
to know the reafon, and defire their re- 
leafe ; but anfwer was always given, 
that they had orders from the Nabob 
for fo doing, and therefore could not 
releafe them.” 

I DESIRE that particular notice may 
be taken of the words, Inclofed we 
tranfmit you an extraBiy Gfr. which we 
imagine may be of fervice to yoUy in finally 
fettling thefe matters upona folid plan *, be- 
caufe it will be found in the fequel, that 
the Board denied they ever gave me an 
authority for fettling that point. 

I left Moorlliedabad the 1 2th of No- 
vember, and arrived at Mongheer the 
30th, where the Nabob received me 
with all the ufual marks of refpeft and 
friendfhip. Hardly a day paft, but I 
went with Mr. Haftings to vifit the Na- 
bob, or he came to us. His conftant 

topick 

* See page 139. 
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topick viras the ill treatment he had re« 
ceived from Mr. Ellis, and the injuAice 
done him by me and the Council, in 
not refenting fuch proceedings. As I 
knew it was out of my power to give 
him any fatisfadlion in that point, I an» 
fwered, that all thcfe dilputes were long 
pailfed, and he fhould think no more of 
them i and that now he and I were met 
together, fuch regulations Should be 
made, as would be fatisfaAory to both 
parties, and prevent any dilputes in fu- 
ture. He was always warm upon this 
argument j and I found that he and Mr. 
Ellis could never be friends ; however, 
I hoped, that the occafions of dilpute 
might be removed, and their enmity lie 
buried within their own breafts. 

He next complained of the innova- 
tions in the private trade, as fait, bee- 
tie-nut, tobacco, &c, and the infolent 
authority ufurped by our gomaflahs, em- 
ployed carrying it on in the diftant parts 
of the country. He urged, that we 
had no right to this trade from our fir- 
maun, that it occafioned incredible da- 
mage 
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mage and diforder to his government^ 
and this for the advantage only of par- 
ticulars s and in fhort infilled, that we 
Ihould continue it no longer, but con- 
fine our private trade in the fame man- 
ner it was, before the government of 
Meer Jaffier. Although I was of the 
fame opinion with the Nabob, as to the 
rights of the firmaun ; that they could 
not be conftrued to extend further than 
the trade in articles imported by {hip- 
ping, and the manufactures and products 
of the country for exportation •, yet I 
was unwilling to give up an advantage, 
which had been enjoyed by the Compa- 
ny’s fervants, in a greater or lefs degree, 
for five or fix years j and therefore told 
the Nabob, that as to the inland trade, 
or the trade from place to place in the 
country, in the articles of the produce of 
the country, we meant only to carry it 
on upon the fariie footing with other mer- 
chants j that we had always paid more 
or lefs duties to the government on this 
trade j but as the rates were not fixed 
and regulated, many difputes arole on 

that 
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that account j that we would inform' puri 
felves of the rate of duties paid by the 
Moors and other merchants 5 and accordr 
ing to that give a general order, that 
duties Ihould be paid in all parts. 

To this the Nabob confented with 
great difficulty, and declared, that if af- 
ter this regulation any more .difputes 
Ihould arife, and the duties agreed on' 
fhpuld not be paid, he Ihould have no 
remedy left, but the laying all trade en- 
tirely open, and giving a general liber- 
ty to the merchants of the country, and 
all other nations, to carry on their com- 
merce cuftom-free. 

It is needlefs to enumerate all the 
Nabob’s complaints of the infults ex- 
ercifcd againft his government, not only 
by our fubordinate faftories, but by e- 
very private merchant j they were in- 
deed endlefs j amongft them were two 
letters, which I thought necelTary to 
fend down to the Council, one from Mr. 
Cartier, the chief^t Dacca, to the Na- 
bob’s colled:or * there j the other from 
Mef. Johnftone, Hay arid Bolts, to the 
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fougedar of Purnea. The following are 
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun- 
cil on this fubjed: the 15th of Decem- 
ber; and of one which Iwrote jointly with 
Mr. Haftings the fame day, to inform 
them of the regulations we propofed 
making with the Nabob. 

ExfraB of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Council. Dated at Mongheer, 
December 15. 

** TNCLOSED I fend for your pe- 
rufal two Perfian letters, delivered 
to me by the Nabob, with their tran- 
flations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Alice, the colledtor of the Dacca 
diftridls, which, if I underfland it right, 
(for the expreflions are rather obfcure) 
is wrote in a very improper ftile, and 
tends to encourage and promote thofe e- 
vils, which we have taken fo much pains 
to remedy ; I mean, a jealoufy and dif- 
truft between us and the Nabob j I re- 
queft you will be pleafed to call on Mr. 
Cartier for an explanation of his mean- 
ing, and give him fuch a caution on 
VoL. 11 ; L the 
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the occafion, as to you fhall ieem ne- 
ceffary. 

The other from Meff. Johnftone, 
Hay and Bolts to Sheer Allee Cawn, 
fougedar of Purnea, endorfed by Mr. 
Bolts in Englilh, and written I imagine 
by him, in the name of the Partner- 
Ihip. Whoever reads this letter, muft 
naturally conclude no other government 
fubfifted amongft us, fince it was left to 
Mr. Bolts to affert the privileges of the 
firmaun, and vindicate, in the name of 
the Englifli, the freedom of the Com- 
pany’s duiluck. Such notions propa- 
gated in the country, muft needs be pre- 
judicial to the Company’s affairs, by 
weakening their government ; and it is 
for this reafon, the Company have for- 
bid letters to be written to the country 
government, by any perfon excepting 
the Prefident, or with his approbation. I 
never refufed to apply for redreft for 
any grievance that the gentlemen in the 
fervice, and all Other inhabitants of the 
fettl^ment, have applied to me about 1 
and in cafe of my illnefe or abfence, Mr. 

• •Atnyatt 
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Amyatt wais readly to give them the fame 
affiftance. I muft therefore recommend 
to you to inflidt fuch cenfure or punifti- 
ment on Mr. Bolts, as (hall feem to you 
neceflary for preventing fuch irregulari- 
ties in future. I could wifh allb, that 
it were made a rule for the chiefs of the. 
fubordinate fadtories, and all others, 
when they write letters to the country 
government, to fign them, that in cafe 
of their being produced afterwards, they 
may be known to be authentic.” 

^ranjlation a Letter * from Mr. Car- 

tier to Mahomed Allee. 

OEVERAL chokeydars and cut- 
wauls, and colledtors and zemin- 
dars, and other officers in the town, and 
its dependencies, are guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the gomaftahs, and 
people of the Engliffi Company, and 
gentlemen ; rob and plunder, and regard 
not the Engliffi flag and duftuck. The 
news of this has reached my ears l as 
the chiefffiip of the fadtory here belongs 
L a to 

f This and the following letter are referred to in 
the foregoing. 
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to me, therefore, for the fake of juftice* 
and to eftablifli the Company’s hufinefs, 
1 acquaint you with thefe proceedings j 
and defire you will in anfwer inform me, 
why fuch proceedings have happened ; 
yet I am perfuaded you are not the au- 
thor of them, and much left the Na- 
bob. As you are acquainted with the 
fecrets of this affair, I therefore fend to 
you for a full and proper explanation of 
it. You know what a difturbance will 
arife between us j and by the grace of 
God you have feen, and will fee, what 
ourflrength and power has fhewn itfelf, 
and will fhew itfelf. Your prudence, and 
the care and prefervation of your great- 
ncft, would dictate to you to turn out the 
difturbersi .but by turning them out, the 
credit and power of the high * name will 
be leffened . I hope you will write me the 
particulars of all thefe oppreflions, that 
imay be acquainted with the w:hoJe prg^ 
? ' : . , ceadihgs, 

, • This is wnderai,lit9raUy from the prigmal 
Pgrfian;} but ip both, the fenfe is obfcure. It fee^s 
to mean the Naboth and to be an ironical allulibh 
to the'titld ’dortfetTrtdd oh him by thvKihg, whitlils 
Alice, or High in Ranh 
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ceedings, and may likewife know whe- 
ther you are a friend or not. As circum- 
ftances afe reprefen ted erroneoufly by 
vackeels, I have therefore committed 
them to writing.” 

*TranJlation of a Letter from Mef. John- 
ftone. Hay and Bolts to Meer Sheer 
Allee Cawn, Fougedar of Poorneea. 

** /^UR gomaftah Ramchurn-dofs, 
being gone into thofe parts, 
meets with obftru<Sions from you, in 
whatever bufinefs he undertakes j more- 
over, you have publiftied a prohibition to 
this effed: ; that whoever lhall have any 
dealing with the Engliih, you will feize 
his houfe, and lay a fine upon him. In 
this manner you have prohibited the peo- 
ple under your jurifdi<ftion. We were 
furprized . at hearing of the affair, be- 
caufe that the royal firmaun, which the 
Englifh nation is poffelled of, is violat- 
ed by this proceeding j but the Englifh 
will by no means fuffer, with patience, 
l^eir firmaun to be broke through | we 
therefore eotpe^l, that upon, the receipt 
L3 , 
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of this letter, you will take off the of-» 
der you have given to the reiats j and in 
cafe of your not ^oing it, we will cer- 
tainly write to the Nabob, in the name 
of the Engliili, and fend for fueh an or- 
der from him, that you fliall reftore ful- 
ly and entirely whatever lofs the Englifh 
have fuftained, or (hall fuftain by this 
obftrudtion j and that you lhall repent 
having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in 
defpite of the royal fir maun. After read- 
ing this letter we are perfuaded you will 
defift from interrupting it, will ait agree- 
ably to the rules of friendfhip, and fo 
that your amity may appear ; and will by 
no means flop the Company’s duftuck.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Mr. Haftings to the Council. Dated 
tf^Mongheer, December 15, 1762. 

WT^ have had many conferences 
V * with the Nabob on the fub- 
jeit of the late complaints ; which ap- 
pear to have be€h chiefly occafloned by 
the private inland trade, or the trade 
frona place to place in the couptry. Ele 

enlarged 
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enlarged much oh the licentioufnefs and 
oppreflions exercifed by our gomaftahs, 
cfpecially on thofe didiant parts of the 
province, where his government is lefs 
eftabliihed, and too remote for our en- 
quiries into their behavior. He argued, 
that the trade of thofe parts confifted 
chiefly in articles produced and fold in 
the country, from which former Nabobs 
had always reftrained all Europeans, and 
to which he did not conceive, that we 
could claim any right from our firmaun. 

W E agree with the Nabob in opinion, 
that the true intent and natural meanins: 
of the firmaun granted to the Company,” 
was to give to them and their fervants a 
free trade, clear of all cuiloms, in all 
articles of commerce, to be imported or 
exported by fhipping. From fuch com- 
merce, a mutual advantage is derived to 
our country and to this ; but the trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
fiilt, beetle-nut, tobacco, and other com- 
modities^roduced here, bringing no ge- 
neral benefit to the country, but to par- 
ticulars only, who have the fame in their 
, ,, L 4 hands; 
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hands j we do riot think the firniaun can 
be underftood to include them, within 
the privilege of the duftuck, or to grant 
us a right to trade therein, on any other 
footing than the natives themfelves ; that 
is, paying the ufual cuftoms to the go-* 
vernment j for if we had a right to trade 
therein cuftom -free, and the natives muit 
pay cuftoms, it follows, that no one 
but burfelves could carry on any trader 
which we cannot fuppofc the ftrmaun 
iritended*. 

It 

* The Company, in their anfwer to the coih«> 
plaints of the Dutch, page 36, feem plainly to dei- 
dare that this is their opinion } their words are as 
follow : 

The acceptance of this grant (for the foie 
purchafe of falt-petre) by our fervants, they cottf- 
plain of as injurious to them, and as inconfdlent 
with that free trade, to which they claim a right 
under the Mogul’s hrmauns. 

In fupport of this meafure, we might obferve, 
that thofe ‘firmauns^ general as they ate,' are not to 
be conftrued as uniter fal, but to be underftood with 
this limitation, that they do not operate to the |me!> 
judkeofany fubfiftlng right or ufage; i^ch lefs -of 
fuch rights as could n6t be abolilhed, without U 
conlhlerable dikninutidti of the public- rcVellheir. 

-i 'Whate^r 
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r It *3 faft, that tho Nabobs of tibefe 
provinces, did formerly retlrain the En* 
fopeans from carrying on this trade up- 
on any footing, and by farming out the 
feveral articles to particular merchants^ 
drew to themfelves a confiderable revenue* 
After the defeat and death of Sera*** 
Jah Dowla, and the eftablhhment of Jaf- 
iier Allee Cawn in the Subahihip, by 
the affiftance of the Englilh, we began 
to take a fhare of this trade, which ihgire 
has been from day to day increafing. It 
has, however, always been a fubjeft of 
difpute with the country government, 
our right never having been admitted 
by them, nor regularly claimed and efla- 
bliihed by usj and the government’s 
duties have generally been paid.. 

But not contented with thisi the 
Englifli gomaftahs, in different patfts, 

, ' " ' h^vc 

Whatever article qf trade, therefore, 'has^beeniOiir- 
dinarily monopolized and granted in farm,; it might 
he contended, may ftill be f<> enjoyedy s and gtantsd 
without iiirringement of thofe fomauns |i 4he defigp 
of.,whieh wasy to admit Eurc^an tradeta to! the 
faine j&eedqpijpf, trading with] the :M(3guL's-oWn &ib> 
Je3;a),;aiid furelynot a better.” 
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have lately begun to infill upon this trade 
as a firmaun privilege, equally with the 
foreign trade, and refufe to pay any cuf- 
toms. The government’s people, on 
their part, demand the culloms, and 
upon refufal Hop the goods ; and this 
contcft has been the occafion of many of 
the coinplaints received by us and the 
Nabob. 

As, on the one. hand, we do not fee 
any reafon why the Englilh gentlemen, 
and other inhabitants of Calcutta; and 
the fubordinate fadlories, Ihould carry on 
the inland trade, with the Company’s 
duiluck, or in any other refpedl, more 
advantageoully than the country mer- 
chants i fo, on the other hand, we think 
it would be a great hardlhip, if we, and 
all belonging to us, were not admitted 
upon an equality ivith the merchants and 
inhabitants of other parts of Bengal, and 
fufiered to trade, on equal terms, in all 
commodities, and in all places, provided 
our agents and ^mallahs do not let 
themfelves up for magillrates in the 
country, and carry on their hufineife by 

force 
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force and oppreffion. Praftices of this 
fort, in many of the Englilh agents and 
gomaftahs; and an abufe on the part 
of the Nabob’s officers of the power put 
into their hands, for the reftraint of fuch 
practices, have been the caufes of the 
many complaints lately received. 

In thefe fentiments, the regulations 
we have propofed to the Nabob for fix- 
ing the manner of carrying on this trade 
in future, and preventing any difputes 
between his officers, and our agents and 
gomafiahs, are as follow. 

First, That for all trade imported 
or to be exported by Ihipping, the Com- 
pany’s duftuck ffiall be granted, and it 
lhall pafs unmolefied, and free of cuf- 
toms as ufiial. 

Second, For all trade from one place 
in the country to another, in commodi- 
ties produced in the country, as fait, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s 
: duftuck ihall not be granted ; but it ffiall 
jgo with the duftuck of the buxbun- 
; def, ffiahbunder, or other office of the 
country government. 

, . Third, 



156 A Narrative 

'^kiRii, That at the timd of taking 
out the faid duftuck, and before the dif- 
|jatch of the goods, the duties (hall be 
paid according to the rates, which fhall 
be particularly fettled and annexed to this 
agreement. 

Fourth, That the faid duties, fo to 
be paid before exportation, lhall be die 
whole that are to be paid ; fo that after 
fhd-difpatch of the goods, nothing fhall 
be paid at any chokeys in the road, nor 
at the place of fale. 

•' Fifth, That all goods, being furnifh- 
ed either with the Company’s duftuck, 
df that of the government, lhall meet 
with no obftrudtion or delay. The 
^ards and chokeys on the road lhall 
have nothing more to do, than to demand 
a light Of the duftuck, unlefs they lhall 
Obferve the boats to be laden with a larg^ 
quantity of goods, than are mentioned 
i4i the duftuck j in which cafe, they are 
fb give immediate notice to the heareft 
Englilh factory, as* well as to the near- 
(SSft'officer of the governihenti thitt’ or-' 
dfers ihay be feiit^to have a exathli*' 
< t * nations 
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nation i but they are not to detain them 
in the road. 

Sixth, , If any one fliould attempt to 
pafs goods without a .duftuck, either 
froin the government or the Company, 
or (hall clandeftinely procure a Compa- 
ny’s duftuck to pafs fait, tobacco, or 
other produce of the country, from place 
to place, for inland trade, fuch goods 
lhall be feized and confifcated. The 
guards and chokeys in the road are to 
flop them, and to give notice to the 
neareft Englifli fadlory, as well as the 
neareft officer of the government. 

Seventh, If any perfon, not having 
a duftuck, fhall attempt to pafs boats or 
goods clandeftinely, under the cover of, 
and in company with, pther boats ,pr 
goods, having a duftuck), fuch boats pp 
goods fo attempted, to be palled clap.^ 
deftinely,. lhall be feized 

Eighth, The gpmaft^S; in eyepy 
place fliall carry on theip trade freely,, and 
as iperphants apd lha|l, pn nPi^P^pnnti 
ufe fprce ip, laying pT , filing. > Ilf ^ 
difppjes .apif? 

r iri,.r finels. 
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finefs, they ihall not attempt to redrefs 
themfelves, but fliall make their com- 
plaints to the fougedar, or other officer of 
the government, and have the matter 
tried before him. In like manner, if 
any merchant or inhabitant ffiall be ag- 
grieved by any Englifli gomaftah, he 
fiiall haake his complaints to the fouge- 
dar, or other officers of the government ; 
and the gomaftah being duly fummoned, 
Ihall appear before him to anfwer to the 
charge, and have the matter determined. 

Ninth, To deter the fougedars, and 
other officers of the government, from 
being guilty of any partiality, they ftiall 
bc~^hjbined toT^ the Nabob 

copies of their proceedings, upon all 
trials where Englifli agents or gomaftahs 
are concerned j and likeivife to give a 
copy to the agent or gomaftah, who, if . 
he thinks himfelf aggrieved, may lend 
the fame to his principal j and he may 
make his complaint to the Prelident,whOi 
if the cafe requires it, will apply to ; 
the Nabob for redrels ; and when any 
fot^edar, or other ofiieerof the govern- 
5 ment. 
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meat, (hall prove guilty of fiich partia- 
lity, the Nabob fhall punifli him in the 
moft exemplaiy manner. 

We think it would be unreafonablc 
to delire to carry on the inland trade up- 
on any other footing, than that of the 
.merchants of the country; and that the 
attempting to carry it on free of cuf- 
toms, and with the Company’s duftuck, 
would bring upon us univerfal jealoufy 
and ill-will, and, in the end, prejudice 
the Company’s affairs, as well as our 
own. In the courfe of our confereiKes 
upon this fubje( 3 ;, the Nabob obferyied, 
that if the Englilh gomallahs were per- 
mitted to trade in all parts, and in all 
commodities cuftom-free, as many of 
them now pretend, they mull of courfe 
draw all the trade into their own hands, 
and his culloms would be of lb little 
value to him, that it would be much 
more for-his intereli to lay trade entire- 
ly open, and colle<St no culloms from any 
pcrfon whatever, upon any kind of mcr- ' 
chandize, which would draw a number 
of; merchantsinto his country, and e^> 

* creafe 
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creafe his revenues, by encouraging the 
cultivation and manufacture of a larger 
quantity of goods for fale j at the fanie 
time, he added, it would effectually cut 
off the principal fubjeCt of the difpute8> 
which had difturbed the good under- 
ftanding between us, an objeCt which 
he had more than any other at heart. 
This fcheme we difcouraged all in our 
power, as it would immediately render 
the duftuck ufelefs, and prejudice our 
Honorable Mafters bulinefs, by enhanc- 
ing the number of purchafers j and it 
is an argument why we ought readily to 
confent to the regulation now propofed, 
not to rifk hurting the Company’s in- 
terefts, for our own private advantage. 

The Nabob defires our orders may 
be repeated, that none of the Compa- 
ny’s fervants, their agents, gomaftahs, 
or other perfbns employed by them, ihall 
be permitted to hold offices under the 
country government, nor to purchafe, 
rent, or hold lands, gunges or markets, 
nor to lend money to the zemindars or 
collectors, as all thefe are fources of dis- 
pute 
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pute between the Company’s people and 
the government’s. 

We have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob’s 
orders for the free purchafe of the tim- 
bers wanted for the new fort ; and the 
Nabob has expreffed ta Sheer Alice, the 
fougedar of that diftridt, his higheft dif-^ 
pleafure at the obftrudtions he before laid 
in his way, and the ill treatment which 
the Englifh gomaftahs in general com* 
plained of from him. 

Inclosed we fend the Nabob’s or-' 
ders to Mahomed Alice, the colledtor of 
the Dacca diftridts, enjoining him to re- 
leafe all boats that may be Hopped by him, 
or any perfon under his jurifdidlion, to 
demand for cuftoms nothing more than 
has hitherto been paid upon the inland 
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all 
that may have been extorted beyond 
that. Likewife another order to the 
fame perfon, requiring him to tranfmif 
a more circumHantial account of the dif- 
pute between ^e uncle and nephew a* 
bout the zemindarree of Baboopobr, aSd - 
how it happened* that three ‘ or 

VoL. II. M our 
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our feepoys w^ere killed there. But as 
both in this affair, and that of Taage- 
poor, dependent on Poorneea, where one 
of Mr. Gray’s gomaftahs was killed, a 
fevere example feems highly neceffary j 
we have agreed with the Nabob, to fend 
a perfon on our part along with one of 
his, to enquire upon the fpot, and bring 
a full and impartial account of each of 
thefe events j and the Nabob has pro- 
mifed to punifh his people with the ut- 
moft feverity, if they prove to be as 
guilty as they now appear. Mr. Haf- 
tings will go to Taagepoor to hnifh that 
enquiry j and we delire you will diredl 
Mr. Billers, to produce the neqelTary 
proofs to the perfon, who may be ap- 
pointed by the Nabob to enquire con- 
cerning the other affair.” 

A s I thought I was doing a great fer^ 
vice to the Englifh merchants, by efta- 
blilhing a right -to a trade which had al- 
ways before be^p difputed i and as the 
other regulations before propofed ap- 
peared to me entirely juft and neceffary, 

I made 
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I made no fcruple to affure the Nabob 
they {hould take place, efpecially as I con- 
ceived myfelf to be fully authorized by 
the Board to a£t for them on thisoccafion. 
I informed myfelf, as well as poflible, 
of the duties ufually paid upon fait, and 
other articles of inland trade; and in 
confequence of thefe enquiries, I agreed 
with the Nabob, that the rate of duties 
ihould be nine per cent, on the prime 
coft, at the places where the goods are 
provided. I found this to be * below 
the rate already paid at Luckypoor ; and 
I knew, that the profits on that branch 
of trade would bear fuch a charge with- 
out the leafl caufe of complaint. The 
Nabob having fet afoot an expedition a- 
gainft Beteea and Napaul, which he in- 
tended to command in perfon, waited 
only my taking leave of him to fet out. 
In order therefore to bring our bufmcfs 
to a conclufion, he fummed up all his 
complaints and propofals in a letter, 
dated the 26th of December ; and I im- 
mediately wrote him an anfwer, afiTuring 
M2 him, 

* As is manifeftly proved, page J40 of this Vol, 



164 Ji 'N AB.R AT IV I. ^ t&e 

him, that the regulations we had agreed 
on ihould be eilablifhed. I told him, 
that upon my arrival at Calcutta, orders 
from the Board ihould be fent in confe- 
quence to all our fubordinate fadtories. 
At the fame time, I defired that he would 
give mtf orders to all his officers, direc- 
ting them to adt in conformity to thefe 
regulations ; which orders ffiould be for- 
warded along with ours from Calcutta. 

The following are exadl tranflations 
•of the Nabob’s letter, and my anfwer, 
containing the propofed regulations. 

Tranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor, 

** AS there are many places within 
the perganahs, in the provinces 
of Bengal and Bahar, much opprelfed 
by the Englifli Company’s gpmaftahs and 
fervants, I fliall trouble you to write 
to the chiefs of Coffimbuzar, Dacca, 
Luckypoor, Malda, Patna, &c. not 
to give dufluck^, or permit any one to 
hoift Englifli colors, befides what are 
granted for the Company’s fliip-mer- 
. chandize j 
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chandizci that on whatever goods of 
this country they purchafc and fell, they 
£hall pay duties for the fame as other 
merchants, and receive a duftuck from 
the fircar, and may pafs and repafs, on- 
ly giving a copy of their duftuck at every 
gaut i that they fliould ufe no force in 
the purchafe and fale of goods nor take 
pofleffion of the houfes and golas belong- 
ing to the reiats and merchants. The 
muflulmen merchants pay a duty of nine 
per cent, at the gauts, and place of pur- 
chafe, &c. you will alfo appoint the 
fame duty. Let not any one impede the 
dellols and weavers of' the fircar at the 
aurungs of Dacca, Radanagur, Kirpay, 
Nuddea, Moorfhedabad, Malda, Cau- 
lygaum, &c. where the fircar may freely 
purchafe j nor injure or opprefs the in- 
habitants of the Perganahs j nor protect 
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fer- 
vants of the government ; nor prejudice 
the revenues. As the Company’s go- 
maftah’s make fait at Sundeep, &c. I de- 
fire you will write to them, not to make 
any more there, but, like other mer- 
M 3 chants. 
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chants, to purchafe it from the 
lunghees at the market price. You will 
diredt the gentlemen, gomaftahs, mut- 
tafeddees and moonfhees, and other offi- 
cers of the Englifh Company, to relinquifh 
their farms, taalooks, gunges and golas# 
and not take any in future j to afford no 
protection to any one, upon proof to re- 
ceive back the money that they paid for 
their purchafes ; not borrow from, or 
lend to the muttafeddees, aumils, ze- 
mindars, or other dependents of the go- 
vernment ; not to coin any money at 
the Moorfliedabad, Dacca, or Patna 
mints, as it occafions a lofs to the fircar, 
but to coin their money at Calcutta. In 
the perganahs of Cuddy-barry and Ca- 
loo-bauboo-para, and my other jaghecr 
lands, under the jurifdiftion of Affam, 
the revenues formerly amounted to forty 
thoufand rupees, ariting from the trade 
of fait, large timbers, and feveral other 
articles. The government’s people ufed 
to carry on the dbmmerce there, and no 
other merchants were permitted to traf- 
fick with the mountaineers:. Two years 

ago 
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ago Mr. Chevalier went there, and he 
has put an entire flop to the trade of the 
iircar, and himfelf traflicks with the 
mountaineers, from whence a lofs arifes 
to my revenues ; and he forcibly feizes 
the taalookdars and reiats of the aforefaid 
perganahs, to make them draw tim- 
bers, by which means they are brpught 
to the laft diftrefs. In the perganahs of 
Gopalpoor and Dukkunbar-poor, and 
other diftridls, where fait is made, the 
people of the Company’s factory work 
the fait pans 5 and they take pbfleffion 
of all the fait which the molunghees of 
other perganahs have made, by which 
means I fuffer a very great lofs. More- 
over, they oblige the reiats to receive 
money from them for purchaling rice, 
and by force and violence they take more 
than the market price affords i and the 
reiats are running away on account of 
thefe oppreffions. For many years it 
has been cuftomary for the Cafhmeer 
merchants to advance money at Sunder- 
buud, and provide moluhghees to work 
the fait pans there ; they paid the rents 
M 4 for 
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for the fait pans, at the feveral perga- 
nahs ; and the duties on the fait, which 
were paid at Burry-faul chokey, belong- 
ing to the Shahbunder, amounted to near 
thirty thoufand rupees j at prefent, the 
people of the factory have difpofleffed 
the Cafhtneer merchants, and have ap- 
propriated all the fait to themfelves. 
Pleafe to write to the gomaftahs of the 
aforefaid places, to defift from exercifing 
any authority there. ” 

'Tranjlation of the Governor s Anfwer to 
the above better. 

** T HAVE been honored with the re- 
ceipt of your Excellency’s letter, 
and underftand the feveral contents. A- 
greeably to your defire, I will write to 
the chiefs of the fadtories, to grant a 
Company’s duftuck upon the purchafe 
and fale of all (hipping goods j and that 
they will deal like other merchants, in fuch 
goods as are bought and fold in different 
parts of the country for the inland trade. 
That they mull not give a Company’s 
duftuck, hut muff pay a duty of nine 

per 
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per cent, upon the purchafe of the 
goods, in lieu of all deniands at the 
chokeys, &c. into the buxbunder or 
lhahbunder, and take a duftuck from 
thence, and not be guilty of any vio- 
lence or extortion. I hope that you, on 
your part, will give orders to the fou- 
gedars, and other officers of the fircar, 
that they are not to give any interrup- 
tion to the purchafe and fale of ffiipping 
goods, with which there will be a Com- 
pany’s duftuck 5 nor to make the leall 
demand upon them j and that they muft 
by no means interrupt the purchafe and 
fale of the inland trade, but mull grant 
a duftuck for the goods, after having 
taken the ftipulated duty upon the pur- 
chafe-price, agreeably to yoiir com- 
mands j and that the drogas of the chb-* 
keys muft only take a copy of the duf- 
tuck, and make no demands. 

‘ I H A V E already wrote to all the chiefs 
of the fadlories, not to opprefs the reiats 
and inhabitants of the perganahs, nor 
protedl your dependents^ nor make ahy 
difturbance in the affairs of the fircar. I 

will 
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will now again write particularly to the 
chiefs ; and frefli orders fliall likewife be 
fent to the feveral gomaftahs to deiifl; 
from fucli proceedings, to look upon the 
officer of the fircar as the proper magif- 
trate i and in cafe of any difturbances or 
difputes, to appear before him, and 
there fettle them. You will give orders 
to you fougedars and officers, that they 
muft behave to the gomaftahs with truth 
and uprightnefs, and a<ft without par- 
tiality j and if any one makes a com- 
plaint againft a gomaftah, that theymuft 
lend for the gomaftah and decide the 
dilpute 'y and in cafe of a gomaftah’s 
making any complaint, that they muft 
take that likewife into confideration and 
decide it. 

I HAVE wrote to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong, and Luckypoor, that they muft 
not work the falt-pans themfelves, nor 
interrupt the merchants and renters of 
falt-pans, who pay the government’s 
rents ; but purch&fe from Them what- 
ever they want to purchafe ; I accord- 
ingly 
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irtgly fend you inclofed two letters for 
the faid chiefs. 

Orders ftiall be fent to the chiefs and 
gomailahs of the fadloriesjnot to rent nor 
purchafe any lands, nor to lend to, nor 
borrow money from the zemindars and 
officers of the fircarj and that they muft 
give up whatever taalooks they may have 
heretofore purchafed. You will bepleaf- 
ed to give orders, that the purchafe-mo- 
ney be returned ; but I have received 
complaints from feveral places, that the 
officers of the lircar infift upon the 
former collections, and beat, and bind, 
and imprifon the people j fuch proceed- 
ings are contrary to juftice. You will 
therefore give them orders to return the 
purchafc-money, and by no means to 
demand the paft accounts. 

The chiefs and gomaftahs of the fac- 
tories fhall be ftriCtly directed not to ob- 
ftrudt the delolls and weavers of the 
fircar. 

If it is not agreeable to you, that the 
money and bullion of the Engliffi gen- 
tlemen and gomaftahs ftiould be coined 
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in the Patna and the Dacca mints, and 
it occafions a lofs to the fircar, you will 
give orders to your drogas there, not to 
receive from them any money or bullion 
for coining ; yet the Ihroffs, upon be- 
ing acquainted with this, will demand 
as much batta as they pleafe, by which 
means the Company’s bufinefs will be 
flopped. I hope, therefore, that you 
will write to the Naibs of Moorfheda- 
bad, Patna, and Dacca, that the mo- 
ney of the Englifh Company, and gen- 
tlemen, mull: pay batta, according to 
the rate of the Bazar j and that they mull 
puniih the fliroffs, in cafe of their de- 
manding more. 

The gomallahs at Gwalparah lhall 
be ftri^lly charged to carry on their com- 
mercial bufinefs as formerly, and n^ to 
trade themfelves with the mountaineers, 
but to make all their purchafes and fales 
through the hands of the droga of the 
lircar. You will pleale to enjoin the 
droga, to deal with the Englilh gomaf- 
tahs in the fame manner as with other 
merchants,” 

• • The 
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The foregoing the letter, * which 
we ftiall find in the fequel, wrefted into 
a thoufand different forms, to make it 
appear odious, introduced, on all occa- 
fions, with malevolent remarks, and 
loudly inveighed againft, by the refi: of 
the Council. I leave it without further 
notice, till my return to Calcutta, when 
enough will be faid of it. 

The day after the delivery of this 
letter to the Nabob, I took my leave of 

him, 

* Two of the articles mentioned in this le*tter, viz. 
the reftriilion of the trade to Rangamcttee, and the 
prohibition to the Chittagong and Luckypoor facto- 
ries, againft making fait upon the grounds rented by 
the country merchants from the government, are 
not mentioned in the letter to the Board, of the 15th 
of December, where Mr, Haftings and I apquaint»- 
ed tl'icm with the regulations we propofed. The 
reafon was, that the Nabob had not then entered 
into thofe particulars j but as he complained of thefe 
innovations afterwards in his letter, I could not de- 
ny him the juftice he a(ked. It will be found here- 
after, that the necelfity of thefe reftraint^ 
beer^ fully acknowledged, by extending them ftiljL 
farther ; and that I gave up nothing to Meer Cof- 
fim but of perfonal regard, fince I was equally rea- 
dy to admit Meer Jaffier's rights, when h'e was fc- 
eftabiiflied in the government. 
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him, and proceeded to Patna, where I 
arrived the iftof January, and met with 
Mr. Ellis. I found that his animolity 
againfl the Nabob had taken root too 
deep to be moved, and I was confirmed 
in the opinion, that a reconciliation 
was not poflible. 

I STAYED only four days at Patna, 
in which time the Nabob’s deputy laid 
before me his complaints j and requcft- 
ed, that fuch orders might be given 
thereupon, as to prevent any dilputes 
happening in future. I conferred with 
Mr. Ellis upon all thofe points, heard 
his objedlions, and gave him my opinion 
fully. What we chiefly diflfered upon, 
were the Burbunna gate of the city, and 
the gunge. 

The Burbunna gate was a fmall wick- 
et, in the north-weft quarter of the ci- 
ty of Patna, which lay moft convenient 
for our fadlory fervants to pafs in and 
out. The Nabob infifted upon (hutting 
up this wicket, Spr the better preferving 
good order in the city ; and Mr. Ellis 
declared it ftiould not be done, becaule 

it 
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it would be inconvenient to our fervants, 
to go five or fix hundred yards round to 
the common weft-gate of the city. I 
was with Mr. Ellis on the fpot, it feem- 
ed to me to be of no great confequence 
on either fide, and the Nabob’s right 
was indifputable. I told Mr. Ellis that , 
this was nay opinion, and h acqui- 
efced. If he had been fo candid, as to 
tell me then, that he thought it a mat- 
ter of fo much importance, that it ought 
to be referred to the Board, I would 
have endeavored to make the Nabob 
acquiefce, for fear of its becoming a 
party affair. 

The gunge was a large mart or mar- 
ket place, for importing grain for whole- 
fale. In this country, as in all others, 
it is the right only of the government, 
to eftablifti fuch marts where cuftoms 
are colledled, protedlions granted, and 
other a£ls of fovereignty exercifed. 

This* gunge, near the Englifti fac- 
tory at Patna, was fet up without any 
right, grant, or order, either from the 

Company, 

* . It went by the name of Colonel Gunge. 
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Company, or the Nabob j an authority 
foch as no private perfon can be allow- 
ed; and it proved a continual fource 
of dilputes with the country govern- 
ment, for the advantage of particulars. 
On this fubjedt Mr. Ellis feemed to be 
convinced, promifed that he would fuf- 
fer no more grain to be imported there ; 
that he would remove what was in it as 
faft as he conveniently could, and abd- 
liih the gunge. 

The following is a copy of the an- 
iwer I wrote to the Patna deputy’s re- 
prefentations, after having fully difcuffed 
every article with Mr. Ellis ; and I fent 
that gentleman a copy of it. 

'Tranjlation of the Governors Letter to 
Rajah Nobit Roy. Dated January 4, 
1763. 

** T Have read the feveral requefts 
A which you WTote under feparate 
heads. Agreeably to your defire, I have 
directed Mr. EHis,’''the chief at Patna, 
to abolifii colonel Gunge, and accotd- 
ingly orders have, from this day, been 

“ givfen 
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given to the merchants, not to bring 
their goods there any more ; yet, as it 
is neceffary, that fome grain fhould be 
laid up in ftore for the Company, to be 
ufed in a time of fcarcity, I have there- 
fore directed Mr. Ellis to build fome 
golas in fuch places as you fliall think 
proper to appoint, and to purchafe from 
the merchants of the gunge, and keep 
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand 
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac- 
count. After which, the merchants fliall 
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may, 
have remaining, according to their own 
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges 
of the fircar j moreover, if they are in- 
clined to ferve the Company as hereto- 
fore, it is well } and if they are defirbus 
of fettling in any of the fircar’s gunges, 
they have liberty fo to do. When jfeu 
have fixed upon a place for ere<5ting Ihe 
golas, you will fend your fervant with 
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow 
what time may be neceflary for remov- 
ing the grain from the old golas to Ae» 
. VoL. n. N new 
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new ones> that no unreafonable lofs may 
fall upon the merchants. 

With regard to what you write a- 
bout not holding any taalooks, and not 
lending to, nor borrowing from the offi- 
cers and zemindars, orders have already 
been given to this purport, and I under-r 
ftand, that no body has done fuch things j 
however, I have now repeated thofe or- 
ders. 

You fay, that numbers of merchants 
carry away their goods for fale, under the 
proted:ion of the factory, and that I 
fhould enquire into this matter. It has 
of eld been cuftoniary, that a duftuck 
ffiould be granted, with whatever cloth, 
&c. is purchafed by the merchants, from 
the Engliih Company and gentlemen, 
and that they (hould accordingly carry 
away the goods, and fell them wherever 
they pleafe; this is no new ciffiom, and 
this is the only protection afforded them. 

You complain, that the merchants 
carry away gd^ds, the produce of this 
country, from the fa<Sory into the pro- 
vinces, with regard to filch goods as*^ are 

bought 
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bought and fold in the country. The Na- 
bob and I have agreed, that a certain du- 
ty lhall be paid for them at once, accord- 
ing to the purchafe price; when this 
regulation lhall every where take place, 
no duties will be demanded upon the 
road. 

I UNDERSTAND what you v/rite about 
fhutting up the Berbunna wicket of the 
fort, and concerning the entrenchment 
by the river-Iide ; and I have feen both 
the places in queftion. The entrench- 
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as 
to the Ihutting the wicket, though there 
does not appear to be any great neceflity 
for it, and the going round about will 
be an inconvenience to the people of the 
fa«ftory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na- 
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe, 
nobody will obftru<Sl you. 

You fay, that Zein-Al-aubudeen, the 
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomaftah 
of the fadlory took an obligation from 
one Deyuchund, a merchant,' that no- 
body ftiould buy opium belides the Eng- 
lifli fa(Sory. , I afked the aumil in your 
N 2 prefence. 
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prefence, and in that of feveral mer- 
chants, whether he had a copy of the 
obligation or hot. He anfwered, that 

Deyuchund coinplained to him, that 
Beenymadoo, an Englifh gomaftah, had 
taken an obligation from him, and had 
forbid him trading in opium, and that 
therefore it could not be expected lie 
fhould pay the ufual duties j” and that he 
fliewed him a copy of the obligation, 
but did not leave it with him. Now it is 
uncertain, whether this ftory be true, or 
whether the merchant was prompted by 
his own intereft, to impofe upon the au- 
mil, that he might avoid paying the du- 
ties j it is therefore proper you fhould 
fend for the merchant, and enquire into 
the affair, in prefence of Mr. Ellis, whom 
I have diredled to inflidt a proper punifli- 
ment upon the gomaftah, in cafe the 
complaint be proved j and in cafe it ap- 
pears to be falfe, you, on your part, 
fliould inflidt a proper punifhment upon 
the merchant. 

With regard to the fircar’s fait, that 
is in the hands of Meer Mahomed A- 

Ihrufi*, 
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ftiruff, it appears, from the account he 
Ihewed me, that he has, in different 
places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and 
that he has now remaining upon his hands 
27,333 iiiatinds j I enquired of him, in 
your prefence, what was the reafon of 
his having difpofed of fo fmall a quan- 
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He 
replied, that in many places there 
was fait belonging to the Englifh gentle- 
men } and it was not in his power to flop 
the fale of their merchandize, in order 
to difpofe of the fircar’s ; and that, not- 
withftanding the obligation entered into 
by the merchants of the city, the officers 
of feveral of the neighboring places, did 
not put a flop to the bufinefs of other 
merchants, fo that it was impoffible he 
ihould fell the government’s fait, at an 
advanced price, whilft they fold theirs 
at the former price.” As the bufinefs 
of the merchants of the city has been 
flopped for three or four months, by 
which they have fuffered greatly, and as 
they will be entirely ruined, if their bu- 
fihefs continues to be fo flopped, I would 
N 3 therefore 
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therefore advife you to take back vsrhat 
fait of the iircar’s remains unfold, and 
to difpofe of it at the market price 5 for 
the Nabob will by no means approve of 
injuring the merchants. 

You ftiould examine Meer Alhruff’s 
account, whether he has fold agreeably 
thereto, or more than is therein fpeci- 
fied } in cafe he has fold more, it is rea- 
fonable that you /hould take from him 
whatever money he has received for it > 
but if his account be juft, he is not in 
fault, receive the money from him ac- 
cordingly, and make no further demands. 
I /hall acquaint the Nabob with all the/e 
particulars, and he will inform you of 
his pleafure. 

You defire Mr. Ellis may be dire^- 
ed not to fend any money or bullion to 
the mints to be coined. This affair is 
Within the limits of your own authori- 
ty. Give orders to the droga of the 
mint, not to receive any money or bul- 
lion, that may de brought by the fervants 
of the factory to be coined j and write 
to Mr* £^is, that if he chutes it, you 

will 
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will coin money for him on the fame 
terms as for other merchants, or elfe 
that he may exchange it at the Bazar 
price. 

I UNDERSTAND what you write con- 
cerning the revenues of Birrumpoor vil- 
lage, and the Nezzeranna for the falt-pe- 
tre. Some thoufand rupees were at dif- 
ferent times paid by the Company to 
Raja Ramnarain’s army i of which I faw 
the particulars in the Company’s books, 
and I have directed Mr. Ellis to make 
out the account j and after having de- 
ducted Rajah Ramnarain’s debt, to pay 
the balance into the fircar’s treafury. 

It is proper that you lliould look 
Upon me as one interefted in your wel- 
fare, and let me have the pleafure of 
hearing from you.” 

I THINK it will be generally admitted, 
that -all thefe regulations made and pro- 
poied, both at Mongheer . and Patna, 
were entirely agreeable to juftice and 
equity, and well calculated for the be- 
nefit both of the Nabob’s government, 
N 4 and 
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and the Company’s, and to prevent dis- 
putes between them. I did not doubt 
of this appearing in the fame light to the 
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta, 
and aflured myfelf, that they would have 
fo much regard for their public utility, 
as to have joined with me heartily in 
eftablifliing them, even if they Ihould 
be found in any part to interfere in fome 
meafure with their private advantages 5 
but I foon found the contrary 5 and that 
the heads of the party had taken this op- 
portunity of encreafing their ftrength, 
by representing to the reft of the Coun- 
cil, that I had an intention of cutting 
off the moft profitable branches of their 
trade. We ftiall Soon fee the violent 
effe(3: which the propagation of this 
doctrine produced. 

I LEFT Patna the 5th of January, 
and called for one day at Mongheer, 
where I Saw the Nabob, ready to pro- 
ceed on the expedition to Beteea and N'a- 
paul, his army Ijaving already crofled 
the river. It may not be improper to 
take notice of the (late of the Nabob's 

forces 
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forces at this time, and the fervice on 
which they were going. 

A T his acceffion to the Subahfliip his 
army, which flood upon the books of 
the government at the rate of upwads 
of ninety thoufand men, was compofed 
of the fame forces, which had fuccef- 
fively ferved the Nabobs Aliverdi Cawn, 
Serajah Dowla, and Jaffier Alle Cawn, 
andfome of the principal jemmatdar shad 
been in the fervice even beyond the time 
of SerfrazCawnj little dependence could 
be placed on fuch troops, and the fer- 
vants of fo many mailers j for this rea- 
fpn,* as foon as the Nabob had got pof- 
feflion of the province of Patna, he dif- 
banded the greatefl part of his army, 
intending to raife new troops upon a dif- 
ferent eflablifhment. In this work he 
had advanced fo flowly, that when I was 
at Mongheer, his new raifed cavalry did 
not amount to two thoufand men j and 
his whole force confifled of about fix- 
‘ teen thoufand horfe, and three battalions ' 
of feepoys, befides an inconfiderabic 
number of peons, who were kept ra- 
ther 
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ther for fhew than ufe. With this forte 
he planned and attempted the reduction 
of the kingdom of Napaul, and eroded 
the great river in perfon> with his army, 
leaving his family and treafure at Mong- 
h^r. 

I HAVE been particular upon this fub- 
jeft^ becaufe it has been often afferted, 
that he had at this time entertained the 
defign of breaking with the Engliih. 
Had this really been the cafe, or could 
he even have fufpedted, that he had gi- 
ven a plea to his enemies amongfl the 
Englifh to make war againd him ; can 
it be imagined-, that he would have en- 
gaged at fuch a time in a foreign war ; 
and by croffing the great river, which a 
fingle battalion of our feepoys from Patna 
might have prevented him from repaf- 
fing, left his family and treafure at Mong* 
beer, and the whole province cxpoled to 
our arms? In ededt, nothing was more 
oppofitc to his intereft, or even his dif- 
poiition> little read>n as he had to be 
tisfied at our behaviour to him. His 
great obje& from the beginning* and 

which 
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which his natural talents were heft fuit- 
ed to, was the increafe and improvement 
of his revenues i but for war he was to- 
tally unfit, from his exceilive and known 
timidity j and I believe I may with lafe- 
ty afcribe to this caufe, his paffivencfi 
and forbearance in the many provoca- 
tions which were given him. He knew 
too well the weight of the Englifli 
power, to wifh to cxpofe his life and go- 
vernment to fo unequal a rifque. 

W E left Mongheer the 9th of Janu- 
ary, and the 14th arrived at Coffimbuzar. 
In the way I received an anfwer * from 
the Council of the aylh of Decem- 
ber, to the joint letter addreffed them 
the 15 th of that month, by Mr. Haf. 
tings and me, which had been forward- 
ed to Patna and returned. With refpe(i 
to the propofal mentioned in that letter, 
of leaving Mr* Haftings with the Na- 
bob, it could have been to no purpofe, 

as 

* This letter arriving at Mongheer after my de- 
parture, followed me to Patna 5 where it alfo arriving 
after I had fet out from that place, Mr. Ellis dif- 
patched it back to me, and It reached me a little be- 
low Mongheer, after I had parted from the Nabob. 
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as the Nabob was thenfetting out upon a 
diilant expedition j and indeed, I hoped 
it would at any rate prove unnecelTary ; 
not in the leaft doubting, from the juft- 
nels and ufefulnefs of the regulations 
which I had made, that the Board on 
my arrival in Calcutta would readily con- 
firm them. The following are copies 
of the letter from the Council, and of 
my anfwer from Coflimbuzar. 

fbe Board' s Letter to the Governor and 
Mr. Hafiings. Dated December 27, 
1762. 

** WT E have received your letter of 
VV the 15th inftant. We have 
paid due regard to the fubftance thereof; 
but as the articles now drawn up, or that 
may be concluded on, muft in all pro- 
bability prove the' ftandard and limitation 
of our inland trade for all future years, 
it is proper that it fhould be maturely 
confidered, and determined on by a full 
Board. We ha^ therefore ordered the 
letter to lye on the table, until the Pre- 
fideot’s return to Calcutta, when We fliall 

come 
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cotne to a final refolution on the fub- 
jed ; and would on that account recom- 
mend his leaving Mr. Haftings with the 
Nabob, to ratify fuch articles as may -be 
then agreed on. 

And we think further, that the opir 
nions of as many of the members of 
the Board ftiould be taken on this mat- 
ter, as can be conveniently collected. 
We beg leave to advife the Prefident’s 
talking with Mr. Ellis for that purpofe. 

W E {hall write to Luckypoor, agree- 
able to what you recommend, regard- 
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and 
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma- 
homed Alice. We mufl however re- 
marki that we were in hopes, from the 
manner the Prefident exprefled himfelf 
in a former letter, that Mahomed Allee 
would have been difmified from his em-» 
ploy with difgrace, and obliged to make 
reftitution for the damages fufiained by 
the delays he had occafioned. And we 
muft needs fay, that we think thefe are 
points which ought ftill to be infilled on ; 
as we cannot efieem his being ordered to 

refund 
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refund the extorted duties any fatisfac- 
tion } becaufe we cannot fee any right 
or authority he (Mahomed Alice) had 
to exa< 5 ): the& additional duties » or cauie 
the interruptions he did, until a treaty 
of the nature now propofed had been 
concluded.” 

J^tra£} of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Board. Dated Coffimbuzar, 
January 15, 1763. 

** T I T H refpe< 5 l to Mahomed Al- 
» V lee, the colledlor at Dacca, I 
could not refufe a propofition fo reafon- 
able, as what the Nabob made j that is^ 
that he Ihould have an opportunity of 
anfwering for himfelf. Incloled I fend 
you copies of his addreffes to the Na- 
bob, on the fubje<ft of the complaints 
againft him. 

' Mxrza Allee Rezza is appointed 
ameen to go and enquire upon the fpot; 
and orders ihould be fent to the chiefs of 
Dacca, Chittagong, and Luckypoor, to 
produce what proofs they can of the 
h£ts complained of, to the faid ameen. 

I can 
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I CAN venture to affurc you, the Na» 
bob will not be backward in punilhing 
Mahomed Alice, if he proves guilty. 
Torrut Sing, the amuldar of Tauge- 
poor, being convi(Sled of killing Mr. 
Gray’s gomaftah, has received fentenoc 
to be hanged at the place where the vio- 
lence was committed ; and Sheer Alice, 
for endeavoring to fereen him, and his 
ill behavior to our gomallahs in general, 
will be difmided from his government 
of Poorneea. 

I OBSERVE, what you mention con- 
cerning the inland trade, in your letter 
to Mr. Haltings and me jointly ; the 
Company’s dulluck never having been 
granted for thofe articles of trade by any 
former governors ; neither lhall I think 
mylelf empowered to grant them, with- 
outthe orders of our Honorable Matters ; 
and therefore to prevent our being liable 
to have our goods flopped for duties, at 
many different places, as is the cafe v/ith 
the country merchants, I wifhed to have 
thofe duties made up in themott realon- 
able manner into one fwm, to be paid at 



192 A Narrative of the 

one place before the difpatch of the 
goods. After getting what information 
we could, I agreed with the Nabob that 
they fliould be rated at 9 per cent, upon 
the purchafe-price } which being paid 
before the difpatch of the goods, and 
the duftuck of the country government 
taken, they Ihould be liable to no other 
demands throughout the three provinces. 
You will obferve, that this is lefs than 
the Luckypoor gentlemen, in their let- 
ter of the 6th of November laft, men- 
tion, they have always paid upon fait 
and tobacco, which are the principal 
objects of this trade. In my way down, 
I took an account from the agents of 
ibme Patna and Hoogly merchants, of 
what they had paid, and were liable to 
pay for the fait under their charge, by 
which you will perceive, that the fir- 
carree duties only, without reckoning the 
duftore taken at the feveral chpkeys, 
Amounts, by the lov/eft of the feveral 
informations, 'to more than 25 rupees 
per 100 maunds. I have fent a copy of 
this account to the Nabob> and recom- 
mended 
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mended to him to free the merchants 
in general from fuch a variety of de- 
mands, by receiving from them in like 
manner a reafonable rate of culloms 
in one Jjlace only. 

I YESTERDAY fent for the principal 
{hfoffs of the city, and enquired of 
them, why they refufed to exchange the 
Calcutta ficcas j and as they are ftruck 
with the name of Moorlhedabad, how 
they could diftinguifli them from thofe 
which are ftruck in the Moorlhedabad 
mint ? They replied, that the . ftamp 
was not fo well made at Calcutta, and 
that the rupees, for the moft part, ,are 
too broad and thin, by which they could 
diftinguifli them.’ I defired Mr. Batfon 
to fend for fome, and upon examination, 
found the obfervation of the fliroffs to be 
very true j however, they agreed to re- 
ceive them, and promifed to do fo in fu- 
ture j the Nabob’s deputy was prefen t, 
and aflured me, he would enforce it, 
whenever Mr. Batfoii may apply to him j 
but it is necelfaryj that our mint-maf- 
tcr take all pofBble care to make our ru- 
VoL. II. O pees 
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pees equsl in every refpe<5fe to thofe of 
Moorfliedabad, and if pofjible fo alike, 
that they may not be dUtinguiihed one 
from another. 

Having received from Mr. Amyatt 
the news of the French cruizers in Bal- 
lafore road, I fliall fet out from hence 
to-morrow morning, with relays of 
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I 
ihall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta, 
fo that I fhall probably arrive as foon as 
this letter. 

I LEFT major Adams at Patna, and he 
intends to return by the Pachaet road.” 

The day after the dilpatch of this 
letter I fet out from Coflimbuzar, up- 
on the news of the French fhips being 
in Ballafore road, and arrived in, Calcut- 
ta the 1 8 th. 


S E CTfON 
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SECTION XL 

The general' Aflembly of the Council, 
and their Proceedings. 

^he 'Regulations circulated by the Nabob.— 
Copy fent to the Board by the Chief of 
Dacca . — Hhe Members of theCouncilcall- 
eddown fromthe fubordinateFablories . — 
Letter from Mr. Cartier to the Board, 
on the SubjeSi of his Letter to the Col- 
leSlor ^ Dacca .— from Mef 
Johnftone, Hay and Bolts to the Board, 
on the SubjeB of theirs, to the Fouge^ 
dar of Poorneea .— from the 
Chief and Council ^Dacca to the Board, 
•with a^Bev(\z.n. Copy of Mr. VanlittartV 
Letter of Regulations. --•Mr. Gulfton’r 
Tranjlation of it. — T!he NabobV Orders 
to his ColleBor at Dacca . — Minutes of 
Council upon thefe. — Mr. Vanfittart ^ 
Minute in Council, on the SubjeSl of the 
above Proceedings. -^Violence of the Na- 
bob’/ Oficers. -^Exaggerated Complaints 
againji them.-— Orders from the Board 
to Luckypopr and Dacca.— iWr. A- 
O 2 royatt'r 
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myatt’j Minute in Anfwer to Mr. Van- 
fittartV . — Pirji Meeting of the general 

Council. Motion for calling Major 

Carnac to the Board. — ‘The Motion car-' 
ried. — Mr. Amyatt’j Minute at the 
Opening of the general Council.— Be-^ 
marks on it. — Difficulty of adling be- 
tween the Nabob and the Council.— 
Mr. Vanfittatt’j Minute in Council . — 
Freffi Complaints from Patna and Dac- 
. ca Fadlories. — Refolutions of the Board 
thereupon^ empowering the Fadiories to 
make Ufe of Force. — Mr. Vanfittart’j' 
Letter to the Nabob, acquainting him 
with it. — Major Carnac Letter to the 
Boardy defring to be reinfated in the 
Command of the Troops at Patna. — 
Letter from the Chief and Council at 
Patna to the Board, concerning the 
Gunge. — Plan for conduSling the Pro- 
ceedings <f the general Council. — De- 
bate concerning the Burbunna Gate and 
the Gunge. — Letter to the Nabob, con- 
taining the Refolutions of the Majority 
for opening the Bnxhunnz Gate. — The 
Gunge ordered to be aboliJjped.SlueJiions 
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to be debatedf relative to the Regula- 
tions and the private ^rade. — Complaint 
from Luckypoor againjl the Nabob’f 
Officers. Orders to feize the Offi- 

cers. — Debates upon the before-men- 
tioned ^uefions. —— Refolutions of the 
Board.^^ejlion propofed, what Arti- 
cles of Trade jhould pay Duties to the 
Nabob, and what Duties ? — Debate 
upon itt and the Conclufion.— Remarks 
on it.~—Mr. Haftings’j additional Mi- 
nute in Council. — Letter from the Na- 
bob to his ColleStor at Dacca, concern- 
ing the Stoppage of fome Goods belong- 
ing to Mr. Vanfittart. — Letter from 
Mr. Vanfittart to the Nabob on that 
SubjeSi. — Further Complaints againjl the 
Nabob’j Officers. — Fougedar of Ran- 
gamattee ordered to be feized. — ■Plan for 
deciding Difputes between our Agents 
and the Nabob ’x Officers. — Remarks 
upon it. — The Nabob returns from his 
Expedition. — Much alarmed by the ge- 
neral Affiembly of the Council. — '■Three 
Letters from him to the Governor.-— 
Letter from the Governor in Anfwer.— 
Mr. Johnftone’x Motion.— Debate up- 
O 3 on 
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m ity mi the Refolutions of the Boards 
—’Mef. Amyatt and Hay ef pointed to 
go on a Deputation to the Nabob.-— 
Great Dijiurbances betnveen the Nabob’/ 
Officers and our FaSiories at Patna and 
Dacca. — A Detachment from Patna 
feizes the Nabob’/ Officer at Mow, who 
is kept Frifoner in the FaBory. — Part 
. of that Detachment attacked and car-- 
ried before the Nabob, who releafes them. 
-^Several Letters from the Chief and 
Council at Patna to the Boards and 
from the Nabob to the Governor upon 
their Grievances.-— Letter to the Na- 
bob, containing the Refolutions of the 
Board upon the foregoing. — Lhe Nabob 
piiblijhes a general Exemption of Duties. 
—Debate upon that SubjeSlt with the 
Refolution of the Board to infjl on the 
Nabob’/ annulling that AB.’-— Mef. 
Johnftone and Hay accufe Mr. Vanfit- 
tart of having made a private Agree- 
ment with the Nabob for the Benefit of 
. his own Trade. — Mr. Vanfittart*/ An- 
fwers. — Two Letters from the Nabob, 
containing a warm Remonfirance againfi 
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ti)6 Proceedings of the Board. — Letter 
from the Chif and Council at Patna, 
•with em Account <f a Fray between 
Jhrne of their Seepoys, and the Nabob’s 
Forces at Gyah. — - The Board offended 
at the Nabob Letters.' ■■ ' ■ Debate in 
Cotfequencet whether Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay Jhould proceed on their Deputation, 
•—Agreedy they jhould fet out, and wait 
the Nabob ’j Atfwer at Coflhnbuzar. 

T T had been agreed between the 
Nabob and me, that 'after my ar- 
rival at Calcutta, the regulations fhould 
be fent from the Council to the different 
fadtories, with his orders to his oflicers, 
which he gave me for that purpofe ; 
but inftead of this, t had hardly left him, 
when he difpatched copies of my letter 
to his officers in all parts of the coun- 
try, with general orders for their ob- 
fervancej and a direction, that all Ehg- 
lifh gomaftahs, who tefufed to comply 
with therti, fhould be turned out of the 
country. Copies of thefe being deliver- 
ed by the Nabob’s officer at Dacca, to 
O 4 the 
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the chief of our fa<ftory, were by him 
immediately forwarded to the Board, 
w;ith a letter filled with the moll aggra- 
vated reprefentations of the lofs, which 
would accrue from them to the private 
commerce, and of the encroachments 
upon what they called our privileges. 
My letter, which contained the regu- 
lations, was put into the hands of Mr. 
Gulllon *<to be tranllated,andwas by him 
rendered into Englilli, with a pedantick 
Angularity of llile, and an alFedled pre- 
cifion and pofitivenefs, efpecially in fuch 
palTages, as were called by the Board an 
attack upon their rights, Thefe aggra- 
vations ferved but too elfedlually to add 
fuel to minds, already difpofed to catch 
fire from the flighteft occafion ; and left 
any thing Ihould be wanting, to carry 
the defigns of the party to the moft vio- 
lent extremes. Major Carnac, who had 
no concern, or any right to interfere in 
fuch ma,tters, was, called upon to join 
his opinion to that, which the Board 
thought proper to p^fs upon thofe regu- 
, i lations; 

, i ! r V « • r r ? ■ ^ • .v, - ^ 

* At that time Perfian twnllator. 
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lations; and I will take upon me td 
■mention him as the author and diredtor 
of the refolution, to call down all the 
members of the Board, from the fub- 
ordinate fadlories to the Prelidency, to 
give a fandHon to the meafures which 
he had long, had in view, and which 
were now to be carried into execution. 

And although it is certain, that the 
unheard of privileges, this alTembly came 
prepared to infift on, muft neceffarily 
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet 
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the 
danger more fudden and unavoidable. 
He could no way have given his enemies 
a greater advantage, than by dilpatching 
as he did copies of my letter, to all 
parts of the country, and enjoining his 
aumils to enforce the immediate ob- 
fervance of the regulations therein pro- 
pofed, without waiting until diredtions 
in confequence were fent from Calcutta 
to our fadlories jointly, with the orders 
to his officers, which he delivered me 
for that purpofe. It is plain, by my let- 
ter to the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I 

did 
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did oot intend the regulations diould 
take place till general orders were feftt 
every where 5 and the Nabob himfelf 
well knew, that my orders could not 
take place, till jmned with tho^ of the 
Board, which he had therefore defired 
me to obtain. Of courfc I expe^ed the 
Nabob would wait, till I could write 
him from Calcutta of the refolutions of 
the Council ; if he had, he would have 
found, that they oppofed every part of 
the regulations, and he would have had 
time to determine, whether he would 
fubmit to their demands or not. In- 
ftead of that, his officers proceeding 
immediately to make ufe of force, o- 
bliged me to join with the reft of the 
Board in reftraining them; and thus, 
one a<ft of hoftility following another, 
gave the difcontented on each fide a 
continual opportunity of widening the 
breach, and at length rendering it irre- 
parable. 

Mr. Cartier’s * letter to the Nabob’s 
colledlor at Dacca, and that of Mcf. 

John- 

t Page 149. 


* Page 147. 



^ranJaSiions in Behcal. 203 

JtAuftone, Hay and Bolts, to the fouge- 
dar of Poorneea, have been already taken 
notice of in this narrative, with nay rea- 
fons for laying them before the Coun- 
cil, that they might prevent the ill con- 
fcquences which fuch a licentioufnels 
mull produce to our own government, 
and our connedions with the Nabob, if 
every private perfon took upon himfelf 
to threaten the Nabob's officers with the 
effeds of the Englilh power, and pre- 
fcribe rules for their condud. Mef. 
Johnllone and Hay (who were members 
of the Board) pretending, that their cha- 
raders were delignedly aimed at by the 
charge againft them, replied to it, with 
the bittereft invedives and recrimina- 
tions upon myfelf. Mr. Cartier in lefs 
violent terms 'juftified his own behavi- 
or, by producing the Englilh draught of 
the letter he intended to write, and which 
was a decent reprefentation of his com- 
plaints } but his moonlhee wrote the 
Perfian original in the terms in which 
it here appears (p. 147*) 


In 
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I n the , conclufion', the Board vindi- 
cated the behavior of thofe gentlemen, 
and approved of the cenfures which they 
had taken upon them to call upon my- 
ielf ; and this affair became a frefh ag- 
gravation of the party rage againft me. 

It was not till after my arrival in 
Calcutta, that I fufpedled any objections 
could be made to the regulations which 
I had fettled with the Nabob. With 
this I was firft acquainted by Mr. A- 
myatt, who told me, orders had been 
fent for the members of the Board to 
come down from the fubordinate fettle- 
ments ; and I expected accordingly the 
moft violent oppofition. But when I 
called, for, and perufed the proceedings 
of the Board upon this fubjedt, nothing 
could exceed my altonifhment at the in- 
jurious alperlions, and the illiberal in- 
veCtives, with which they had recorded 
their difapprobation of my conduCl, ex- 
ceeding even the extremeft bounds, to 
which I could have expeCted the moft 
inveterate malice of party would have led 
th?m. A copy of thofe proceedings I 

fliall 
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fhall here enter at large, confifting of 
Mr. Cartier’s letter to the Board, ex- 
plaining the intention of his letter to 
the Nabob’s collector at Dacca. Meff. 
Johnftone and Hay’s letter upon the fub- 
je£t of that which they wrote to the fou- 
gedar of Poorneea ; the letter from the 
chief and council at Dacca, inclbfing 
Perfian copies of mine to the Nabob, 
which contained the regulations, and the 
Nabob’s orders to his officer on the bc- 
caflonj Mr. Gulfton’s tranflations of 
thofe Perfian copies, and the refolutions 
of the Board. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cartier to 
the Council. Dated January 9, 1763. 

** TOEING called upon by the coun- 
cil of this factory, for an expla- 
nation of a letter wrote to Mahomed 
Allee, collector of the revenues at Dac- 
ca j I think proper, with the confent of 
the gentlemen here, to addrefs myfclf to 
the Board on this occafion j and at the 
fame time, to declare the pleafure it af- 
fords me, to vindicate any part of my 

condu(ft. 
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conduct, that may appear dark or myf^ 
terious, before fo jufl a tribunal. 

The letter addreiTed to Mahomed 
Allee was wrote and lent him the 9th of 
O^ber y a copy of whieh> and his an- 
fwer, I forwarded to Mr. Vanfittart; the 
fame was received by that gentleman^ 
during has abode at the French gardens. 
When an entire interruption was put to 
sdi commerce, our fervants plundered, 
and ufed ill, the flag grofly inful ted, e- 
ven in the city, and almoft under our 
eye ; when our intercourfe to CalcutCa 
by letters was one time ftopped in what 
fhape was I to aft, but in the manner I 
did ? Mahomed Allee was pointed out, 
by the whole country, as the principal 
encourager of thefe grievances and in*- 
iults.. On my applying to him for re- 
drels,. by the dewan and vackeel of the 
^ftory, he conftantly denied having the 
feaft hand in them. I therefore thought 
it befb, in fuch a fituation of aflfairs, to 
^ply myfelf to him by letter, and to 
dbmand a politive declaration as to the 
cauie of thefe diflurbances. His anfwer 
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W4& fiach, as might be expe^^ed from an 
intriguing man, i» every refpe<SI: evafive 
and uoi^isfadiory. 

You think, gentlemen,, the ftile of 
my letter was rather impcoper, and tend- 
ing to ^omote thofe evils, which you 
have taken fo much pains to remedy ; 
namely, a jealoufy and diftruft. I mud: 
beg leavei, gentlemen, to diifent from* 
you in this opinion ; and maintain, that 
the extravagant and vexatious behavior 
of the government was the caufe of thofe- 
evils j and raifed, I may venture to fay, 
both jealoufy and diftruft in every breaftr* 
In fuch a conjuncture, I think an Eng'*- 
liftiman cannot fpeak too bold ; I only- 
wrote, what I imagined would have a 
proper effeCt on the mind of a man, 
who I fuppofed aCted from his own 
judgment, and without a Ifegal- order. 
The fyftem of the prefent government 
mufl: be entirely changed within thefe 
twelve months, if the ears of the offi'-« 
cers in it, are too delicate to bear with 
a warm remonftrance. 


I CAN 
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I c A N conceive my letter to' Maho- 
med Allee to be nothing more j and con- 
fidering the importance of the affair not 
too warm. As chief of this fa<Sory, I 
clleemed it my particular duty, to fup- 
port thofe privileges our nation are in- 
verted with j and had I tamely fubmit- 
ted to fuch a grofs invafion of them, 
■without any endeavor on my fide to pro- 
cure redrefs, I think I fhbuld be unwor- 
thy of the port I hold, and defervedly 
defpifed by the generality of the world, 

I HOPE, gentlemen, the above will 
be fufficient to afcertain to you the jurt 
motives that induced me to write the 
faid letter, and fatisfy you (confidering 
the occafion) the rtile of it was not al- 
together improper. 

The original letter I now inclofe 
you, from which the Perfian tranflation 
was made, though the purport of it is 
little different from the copy fent up in 
your general letter.” 
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Copy of a Ijetter from Mejf. Johnftone 
and Hay to the Council. Dated Janu- 
ary 14, 1763. ». 

** have received the copy of a 

VY letter, wrote by the Prefident 
to the Board, complaining of Mr. Bolts’s 
conduct in writing a letter in the name 
of Meffieurs Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, 
to the Poorneea fougedar, reprefent- 
ing the grievances and oppreflions 
that our gomaftahs met with, in tranf- 
adting our buiinefs in that country, and 
afferting the privileges of the Hrmaun j 
and at the fame time recommending to 
you, to inflidt a cenfiire or puniftiment 
on Mr. Bolts for the fame. We there- 
fore think it neceffary, and our duty to 
inform you, gentlemen, that Mr. Van- 
ftttart, when he caft the whole of that 
traniadlion on Mr. Bolts, did it not with 
any good reafon, as we were both ac- 
quainted with the contents of the let- 
ter, and of its being lent j and we can- 
not help thinking, from the terms of 
his letter, that it was wrote with no other 
defign, than to fliew how blameable we 
were in his eyes, and how we ought to 
VoL. II. P be 
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be treated y but we bope you gentl^en 
wrfl judge otberwife. We are ib ifar 
from thinking with the f^refident, that 
it ils eriminiil to kflert the privil^e of 
%'he fti*nfi'itin, that iV^e <tb’iuk e\^ciy one 
thtft dob's not, little deferves the benefit 
ft : and that its beiiig aflefted ih 'pri- 
: 'Vate Idttbrs, can neVer Weaken dle^om- 
iiany’s goverhinent, or prove prejudi- 
’ bM to *their 'tfue in tereft. The j ufthefs 
"df bur gbfniiftahs Complaints, to which 
H^e refer, and Which gave bccafion to 
dtrr letter to Sheer A*ftee 'Cawn, Will 
dii^ear by his anlWcr j In Which he ac- 
’knoWled^, that by the Nabob's orders 
dtft trade thall be entirely -confined to 
that of reUdy rhoiiey. pufChafes, contrary 
to the cuabliflied cttftohis throughout the 
cdtintty, arid'which ihiift of eoHfeqhence 
■ pUt a ftbp to all'triide, or 'fetter ft 4h''a 
' ‘ihaniie'r, uhkhdWh befijre, ih^lhe’wotft 
'pf tithes in BeH^yi. 

'Oij'R lefter, as'triiHilated by Mr. ©hl- 
•ftbh. Which We ndW liay ^bcfbte the 
"’BOtttd, We hope Will appear tihej&cep- 
^tioiWible i 'fbr When % da ^laid, ih^edfe 
We did hot find ih ‘end'W^s 'pht’tb 'the 

‘Jbppre {- 
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oppfeiBons which we complained of, 
that we would make application- to the 
Nabob, for redrefe for ourfelves and 
others j it is not to be imagined, 
.that we .ihould have procured this ap- 
.plication to .the Nabob, otherwile than 
from your Board j and this was our in- 
tention. But Mr. Vanfittart is of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and takes great excep- 
tion .at its being laid to be done in the 
Englilh name, and .redrefs obtained for 
'Others, Had be thought proper tobave 
f^mentioned it to either of the partners 
trending in -Calcutta, be might have 
been latisfied, that there was no bad de- 
.fign in fufiug ‘the word j but that 
it was introduced entirely by miftake-; 
and we have reafon to .think, Mr. Van- 
bttart was not unacquainted with -the 
icontents of that letter before he left 
Calcutta, as our gomaftah wrote us af- 
ter die ; receipt of the letter, the fouge- 
dar would not fend us his anfwer, till it 
Was approved of by the Prelident, for 
which purpofe it was fent by the fouge- 
dar with one of his own to Calcutta. 
And we did not receive the anfwer till 
P 2 fome 



212 .-^ Narrative the 

after Mr. Vanfittart’s depar- 
ture from Calputta. 

,;T H £ unwillingnefs the Prefident had 
to helieve complaints of this nature, and 
miore particularly that they were owing 
to the Nabob’s orders, induced us to ad- 
drefs Sheer Allee Cawn in the manner 
we, did, to fee whether he would anfwer 
us, as he did our gomaftah y and on 
this, to have a foundation for applying 
to your Honorable Board for redrefs. 
you will pleafe to remark, that Sheer 
Allee Cawn reprefents Dadney advanced 
for goods, as money let out at intereft % 
■which latter bufinefs our gomaftahs 
never carried on ; and we cannot con- 
, ceive, that the milbehavior of a few go- 
maftahs in that or any other way, when 
proved, joined to the many groundlefs 
Complaints of the government, fliould 
be efteemed fufficient caufe for the Na- 
hob to ufurp, or we to give up the 
privileges of the Englifli Company in 
this country ; when, at the fame time, 
fp many well grounded caufes of com- 
plaint have been given by the fervants. 

of 
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of the Nabob, to thofc who by the Com- 
pany’s indulgence have the privilege of 
duAucks, and of courfe are exempt from 
all duties, and their protection 5 that 
thefe privileges for leveral months have 
been greatly infringed in fome parts, 
and entirely taken away in others, by 
the country government, is what we, 
as well as moft Englifli traders, except 
the Prefident, have feverely felt in oiir 
private fortunes. 

W E received a letter from our agent 
Mr. Robinfon, at Gwalparah, informing 
us of the difficulties he labored under, 
from the obftacles thrown in the way Of 
our trade, and the danger with which 
he was threatened by the fougedar of 
Rangamettee, which he reprefented as. 
greatly fomented and encreafed by the 
arrival and practices of one Gongaram 
Metre, who was come there in Augufi, 

. and atTumed to himfelf, on the ftrength 
of his perwannah from the Governor, the 
office of inquihtor, and fupervifor of 
the agents of the Engliffi, &c. in thofe 
parts. The perwannah, extracts of Mr. 

P 3 Robinfon’s 
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Rdbinibli’s letter^ Gdngaraisk 
letter to Mr. Tieseiray and the letter 
from the Rangamettee Ibugedar to 
Mr. Rohinibn^ are &tbn»ttsd to your 
cdhfideration, fonae of thefe were for* 
warded to the Governor, re()iiie&ing diA 
lieceiRi^ redrefs ; in anfwer, wo have |%- 
cei^d through him: a perwannah from 
the Nabob to the fougedar of Ranga- 
mettee, zs per fubjoined tranflation, di-r 
reeling him not to obftru^l oi:^ trade, or 
colledt duties on goods provided for ex- 
portation, or that come from Calcutta 
with a dulluck, but to levy the ufual 
duties on other goods, and to fendtohim- 
felf and the Prefident, an account of the 
rates according to which they pay. This, 
we- hutttbly conceive, is contrary to the 
articles of our treaty with the Nabob, 
and reduces us again to thcde privileges 
v^e enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaf- 
' fier Cawny 'and which we imagine was 
hoi the fentiments of the majority of 
ihe Board, at the' time the Prefident left 
it. ■ By this perwannah* however, we 
‘iMve not got the lead huisfbftion for 

the 
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t^xe infults, a^d Ibfles we l^ye fuftained^ 
by obftru^n^oi;^ tfa^, both in^nd an^. 
Calcutta i but, oji the cpntra^, it ^ 
^eft tq the fougi^g^s difcretipiin, whp 
has been guilty of the violence^ an^ 
^olTes we coi;np]^ned of, to the jat^s 
of the duties on the different articles of 
inland tr^de ; on which^ to, the bej^, of 
o,ur knowledge, the Company’s ferysu^ts, 
th^it have traded there, fince the treaty 
with J^ffier Allee Cawn, never yet pa^d 
any, and of courfe there could be no 
eudom to follow, which feheme, fhould 
it take place, would reduce us on a foot^ 
ing with (if not below) the traders pf the 
country, as is the wilh of the Governot'^ 
agent in that part, probably in the itpa- 
gination, that this may be a means of 
throwing the whole trade into thek 
hands, by the extraordinary intereft Mr. 
Vanfittart has with the Nabob. 

Whatever opinion the Ptffideut 
m^ay ei\tertain of Mr. Cartier, qr 
Chevaliefi- they have h^4 the happyiefs 
hitherto' to ’be ’ efteemed ♦by every body 
that knows ithem. 'Thp g^tlei|^n we 

1 >5^ f.KT -.lent 
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fent up, Mf. Robinfon, had the permif^ 
fion and approbation of the Board; we 
think, therefore, if fuch grievances as 
were alledged againft Englifli agents and 
gomaftahs, really exifted in thefe parts^ 
the fubjeding them to the fcrutiny and 
fupervifal of black dependents, of what<*- 
eyer denomination, without the know- 
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of- 
fered to it, to us, and to every gentle- 
P^ap concerned ; and, however the pro- 
p^ating fuch notions in this country may 
fqrve to ftrengthen the hands of the go- 
vernment, we humbly conceive it can 
^iye but a very odd opinion of the other 
menibers to whom it is jointly entrulled. 

; . In. the courfe of the bufinefs we have 
carried on, we have met with the great- 
cf): impediments in almoft all parts, but 
in particular in Poorneea, the Rungpoor, 
4iftri€ts of Gwalparah andRangamettee, 
from, the different fougedars, zemindars, 
Mr. Moore, Gongaram Metre, &c. ' the 
accounts of which, as we have received 
^e^ frowi our agents, we now lay be- 
fore yoc, and hope you will procure for 
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us that fatisfa<Sion and redrefs which we 
have hitherto been unable to obtain.’* 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-^ 
cil ^ Dacca to the Board. Dated Ja- 
nuary 10, 1763. 

“ TXT’ E did ourfelves the honor to 
▼ ▼ write you yefterday, and have 
fince been furprized by the receipt of 
two papers (which came inclofed for 
your perufal) from the Naib, and from 
Mahomed Alice of this place, who de- 
fired to be informed what degree of re- 
gard we intend to pay the orders they 
contained ? To which we replied, that we 
did not care to acquiefce with the terms 
of thofe papers, as the Prefident and 
Council of Calcutta, on whom alone it 
refted to give a fandtion to fuch com- 
mands, had not thought proper to tranf- 
mit us any fuch inftrudtions. We know 
not in what light you will look on thele 
diredtions to the Naib of this place, biit 
hope you will approve the reply w^c 
made, and will pardon us the liberty 
of addreffing a few lines on this fiib'-^ 

jea. 
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thefe ^ 0 i?gKQ.Ut 

will be attended witji very bad confe- 
qi^^aces tOi the Cosstpapy’i^, 
a«d Bauft entisely ruin ruoH Qf Uil at ^ 
this place, who, on tlwiaith of tFo?k|ies, ' 
4 pi: public in4ul|;eueie$A li%ve ]^4 con;? 
Qetus abroad* which uevc? ^an b& col- 
le^cd ia» if tbefe privileges, witbouit a^ 
By previous notice, be fnatched from us. 
The proteftiojR of our gomaftahs and fer- 
va»t§,^ froru the Oppreffiou and jurifdic-s 
tion of the sseuiindars, and their cucher- 
tees,- has, ever been found to he a, liberty 
highly efTential, both to the honor and 
intereft of our nation 5 and we appre- 
hend the utility of it for carrying on eve- 
ry kind of huiinefs, but especially the 
provifion pf doth, is foweh knowp t^ 
you, gentkuaen, that it is needlefs foy 
us to add mpre^ as you will at once per^ 
edve the numberleis vexations and in? 
terruptions we Shall meet with, if the 
^epaindars have authority, ou every llighi 
dispute, to fumrnou and confine our 
Goafiahs, whe^ver dh^ey^thhih 
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The wHh reipe£fc to dul^ 

tucks* affedis every article of comtnerce* 
except :^ch as are im^rted 6ii Ihipping. 
Mr. Cartier being enjoined not to giv^ 
one for any article that is the produce of 
Bengal* aiid to pay a duty of nine per 
cent, to the Nabob, on every merchan- 
dize not brought in or fent by fea. Thia 
furety cannot be meant, but the words 
feem too equivocal not to make us wilh 
to have your fcnfe of theiii, on fo itii- 
portant a point. A duty once fixed, could 
fcarce be a burden; but if added to 
this, we are fubjeeted to vexatious ap-^^ 
plications to the Nabob’s officers for duf- 
tucks, it will be a grievance we fliall in-‘ 
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of 
our duflucks, are the chief badges of 
honor, or at leaf! intereft, we enjoy from 
our firfl firmaun, and has been held in 
fuch efleem, as tofecure out effects from 
thofe depredations, which the natives fuf- 
.fer in paffing their goods throdjpt the 
country ; and if thefe new duties on all 
the produds of the countty are thought 
juft, may not the Nabob be propfeHy^'- 

cured 
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cured of them> by the Shahbunder%r6'i 
ceipt for thc cuftom being affixed to thd 
back of every duftuck, previous to fts 
being figned ? This will furelyafcertaittj 
in the molt ample forth, the duties to 
the Nabob, and free us from the prin-j 
cipal grievance we can feel from theif 
encreafe. The prohibition, withrefpcfit 
to tofals, is a reftraint not even put 
on the Moguls and natives, the liber- 
ty of erecting new ones, fo far from be-' 
ing injurious to the Nabob, abfolutety 
enhances his cuftoms, by clearing lands, 
that would have otherwife been uninha- 
bited } and the order to purchafe every 
thing for ready money, amounts nearly 
to an exclufion from all fuch branches 
of trade, as the venders will then im- 
pofe on us whatever prices they judge 
proper. 

With refpe<ft to AfTam, we muft beg 
leave to obferve, that the Nabob, or his 
fougedar of Rangameftee, can have no 
more right to regulate the terms of our 
commerce with the natives of that coun- 
try, than with thofe o^^hina.. All the 

power 
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power he exerts over our gomaftahs is 
arbitrary and oppreflive; and neither 
jitftice nor antient cuftoms can warrant 
fuch abufes, or regulate his ofHcers in 
jhe collecting of taxes, tho* the whole 
direction is now referred to his droga of 
Rangamettee. No duties have ever yet 
been paid on lack, muggadooties, and 
other goods brought from Affam i thofe 
goods may furely be efteemed’ imports 
when they are brought into Bengal, and 
may be intitled to our duftucks. 

All our privileges, all our fortunes, 
and future profpeCts, depend upon the 
refult of your deliberation on thefe 
points 5 and we hope, let what will be 
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to; 
fufpend the execution of them, till oub ' 
prelent concerns are collected in, with * 
our antient indulgencies. No treaty of: 
commerce in any country has been car- 
ried into execution, or freftij duties le- 
vied, without a previous declaration for 
as long a term, as was adequatfe to the ' 
fettlement of thole concerns that were to 
be. induenced by fuch nCw regulations j ■ 

and 



isoki. We flatter ourfelves, that we ihall 
ticMt become ebjeS:« of unexaiqi|fleti ib- 
writy on this oocaflon. The tr^c'of 
>tise iervants has ever been thought inti- 
tied to your , protedtion ; and we hope, 
'if ^particular branches are now to be , gi- 
ven up, we flaall ilill be indulged with 
influence of your authority, and pii- 
vilege of our dufluoks, <ttll we can finiih 
•■our prefent engagements, ff you refufe 
,»us this requeft, gertri^emen, you undo us 
: at once i as the publication of dieie or- 
4iers from Mongheer, with the Ifamp 
: df your authority, will ;fo ;aflfe6t our ma- 
'itional credit and influence in the !CDun- 
try, as muA for evendiiable us from col- 
le<^ng in the large 'fums we '’have out- 
i >lknding. 

■Jf we diave obtruded on the iBoard 
miore than Is deemed -fit, or prefumed 
•in -any part of ‘this to advife, where o- 
•bedience was do, we crave your ipaidon, 
andrfhall be ready totpay the irtmofl:nce- 
dittdt to any tnrdi^s tranfmitted by joas 
diqord.” 



®<w»sr- 

fttfr’s k0if' -tte Nabob % 

gracious fe 4r- 

» ^i'hfed, and bias 
m. im iHfbtibtfd Of 
Iklft '((Sf yotfr high commands. 

5'}' fliiSfll l5e wHtteft to tho *<btefs ‘Of 
•btfr fa£td?lfe^, that they'aire^to gi^e a’duf- 
‘^tticik for the biiyirig and fdlHhg 'df fhip 
'hterchandi^e j and for mefdhanfli^, that 
♦they hby and fell dh eVefy dlfttixJt for 
••'traffiek in this couritry, they rfte 'to do 
according to cuftom of other "traders aiid 
“iherchatlts, and 'not to give the Oom- 
'l^iiy’s duftUck. They ate 'to take a 
•dtiftuck frOih the bltx-bonder. Or 
fliah-bunder, paying in upOh fhe Wft 
'of the merchandize nine 'per 'ceiit. in-. 
' eluding ivharfs, and other receipts of 
euftom j nor ihail they ufe any ’ftiatiner 
of force or ViolenOe, extortion Or Uttfair 
'dealing. 

Inr is Hoped, that yow^ EScbellency's 
perwannahs will beilTued out tofhe fou- 

gedats 

f To be compared with that entered page i68. 
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gedars and other officers of the govern- 
ment, that the Company’s dufttick is to 
go along with the purchafe and fale of 
. £bip merchandize j and they are by 
no means to ftop it, or demand the 
fmallefl cuftom ; nor ffiall they hinder 
the purchafe and fale of commodities 
for country trade, but they are to give 
. duftucks, receiving the duties on coft; 
of the merchandize, agreeable to your 
Excellency’s high command; and the 
drogas at the chokeys are only to take 
copies of the duftuck, without demand- 
ing any thing. 

Heretofore it was written to all 
the chiefs of our fadtories, to forbid 
them injuring the country people and 
inhabitants of the perganahs, and pro- 
tecting the dependents and fervants of 
the lircar, and damaging the affairs of 
the lircar. Now repeated directions 
lhall be feht, that they are to refrain 
from fuch proceedings ; and further, 
confidering the officer of the government 
as magillrate where they are, in cafe 
of any trouble or dil^utes happening, 

they 
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they are to appear before that magiftrate 
and have them fettled- 

•Let your Excellency’s inftrudtions 
be fen, t to the fougedars and officers, 
that they are to determine difputes of 
our fa< 3 x)rs with juftice and truth with- 
out partiality j and, if any one com- 
plains againft a factor, to fend for him, 
and fettle the affair, face to face j and 
if a factor has a complaint againft any 
one, to confider it well, and fo deter- 
mine it. 

I T has been written to the chiefs of 
Illamabad and Luckypoor, that they 
fhall not make fait works, nor hinder 
the merchants and farmers of the falti: 
works, that pay revenues to the govera- 
ment, but to buy what they want q£ , 
them at a reafonable rate. The . two ; 
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being in- 
clofed with this addreft. 

An order will be fent to the chiei^ 
and fervants of all our factories, that 
they are not to farm or buy lands j and 
whatever they may have bought here- 
tofore to refign it, 

VoL. II. Let 



426 -rf ARRA^IVE ^ /j&tf 

Let yotir Excellency’s order be pafred> 
that the price of the purchafe be like- 
idle returned. 

But from feveral places, there w 
come complaint, that the officers of the 
lircar importune for former colle<^ionS, 
and beat, bind, and confine the people^ 
'W^hich doings, are far from being juft. 

' Let your Excellency’s order bepafled, 
that they return back the price of the 
purchafe, and never demandoldaccounts# 

T h e chiefs and fervants of thE0^*iib^ 
tories will be directed, that th^^are not 
to hinder the brokers and weavers of the 
government. 

And if your Excellency is not pleaf* 
ed, that the money and bullion of Eftg- 
lifh gentlemen and their factors Ihould 
be made into ficcas, in the mints of Azi- 
mabad ’ and Ichangirnagurr, and by it 
there will be a lofs to the lircar j let the 
jdrogas of thofe places be ordered, not to 
receive the money and bullion of the 
Englilh to be made into ficcas. But, 
upon hearing this, the money-changers 
will demand as exch^i%e juft what they 

want. 
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wajpt» and , the Company’s bulinefs will 
be impeded by this means. 

It is hoped, that a perwannah will 
be i^ued out to the Naibs of Moorlhe- 
dabad, Ichangirnagurr and Azimabad, 
Aat the exchange on money of the Eng- 
lilh Company and gentlemen, lhall be 
taken according to the market curren- 
cy; and in caie of exadtion, to bring 
the money-changers to punifhment. 

Directions will be fent to the fac- 
tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is 
to tranfadt buiinefs of .tradic, as was the 
cullom heretofore ; and he is not to 
trade with the people of the mountains ; 
whatever he has to buy or fell in that 
place, he is to do by means of the offi- 
cer of the government. Let your Ex- 
cellency’s orders be fent to the droga, 
that he is to deal with the Englilh fac- 
tors, as with other merchants,” 
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Mr. Gulfton’j Tranjlation of the Nabob’j 
Permoannah to Mahomed Alice Beg. 

« T N the month of Jemady-ath-tha- 
ny, the fourth year of his Majefty’s 
reign, agreeing with the 1176th of the 
Hegira, Mr. Vanfittart came to vifit me 
at Mongheer. Seeing that you wrote an. 
exeufe for not collecting the balances in 
the country, becaufe of the difturbances 
of the Englifli fadtors •, therefore all 
country difputes, and the traffic of the 
Englifli factors, were fettled y and the 
Governor aforelaid has accordingly given 
me written fccurity, under his own 
hand, and a copy thereof, under feal Of 
the magiftrate, is fent inclofed j you 
are to aCt in conformance to it, not dif- 
fering in a Angle point, either more or 
lefs from it j and further, you arc to 
fliew the faid copy to the Englifli gentle- 
men and their faClors, and tell them, 
that they are to tranfaCl all bufinefs and 
affairs of trade, according to this written 
fecurity, and in no wife are to ufc vio- 
lence or extortion if they aCt contrary 

thereto. 
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thereto, I will not fufFer fuch behavior 
in the country, but will turn them out. 
And you, our well-beloved,' are to adt 
agreeable to this written fecurity. If 
any one of the fadlors fhall bring to pafs 
any thing, contrary to this written fe- 
curity, and caufe a difturbance, you fhall 
remove him, and fend me a review of 
the cafe, taken exadtly without the leaft 
difference or difagreement. It is with 
much and earneft importunity, that I 
procured a written fecurity to this pur- 
pofe } and having fent copies thereof to 
all my officers, and to you of noble rank ; 
if you do not caufe bufinefs to go, on a- 
greeable to it, in the diftridls fubjedl 
to you, I fhall be very much offended 
with you, nor will I in future pay any 
regard to your complaints j and take care 
to adt agreeable to this Angle writing, re- 
garding it of as much force, as writing 
a thoufand times.” 


0^3 Extras 
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Mxtra 0 of a Confultation of tbf ijfb of 
January, 1763. (Prefent Mef. AvayiXt^ 
Hay and Watts.) 

** A S it appears from the confultation 
■L^ of the 2 2d of March, that it was 
then refolved to call for the opinion of 
the field-officers, in a cafe which the 
Board efteem fimilar to this i and as 
they think, that the ilTue of the prefent 
matter mull highly concern the national 
honor, and the Company’s bufinefs. 

Agreed, we fend for major Carnac 
to the Board, to take his feat, and affill 
in our deliberation on the fubllance of 
thefe letters. 

The major being come to the council- 
room, takes his feat at the, Board. Read 
again the Dacca letter, dated the loth 
inilant, with the tranllates entered above, 
qf the two Perfian papers which were 
inclofed. 

The Board having maturely conlidef- 
^ ed the fame, are unanimoufly of opinion, 
that in the letter fronii the Prefident to 
" CoffinA Allee pawn, lie afiumed a ri^ht 
to which he'^was fto ways autliorizedi 
* that 
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that the regulations propofed by him, are 
diflionorable to us as Englifhnien, and 
tend to the ruin of all public and private 
trade ; that the Prefident’s ilTuing out re- 
gulations independently of the Council, 
is an abfolute breach of their privileges 5 
and that, therefore, direftions Ihould be 
fent to Dacca, to fufpend paying any re- 
gard to the regulations and orders, which 
the Nabob has lent to their factory; 
and as the Nabob has declared, in his 
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he 
will turn out thofe Englilhmen, or their 
gomaftahs, who will not comply with 
thefe dellrudtive regulations ; it appears 
to the Board of the utnioft importance, 
and they are further of opinion, that 
the abfent members Ihould be immedi- 
ately called to Calcutta (excepting the 
chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whole 
dillance from the Prefidency, may render 
their coming inconvenient and prejvi^ici- 
al to the Company’s affairs) that the 
whole may be confulted , on a matter of 
fuch high confequence, and a plan ie 
cilablilhed for the fecurity of our; com-« 
0^4 I merce. 
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merce, smd for the proper conducing of 
the country correfpondence. 

Agreed, that we write accordingly 
in the terms of the above minute to 
Dacca, Coflimbu2ar, and Luckypoor, 
directing the chiefs to repair immediate- 
ly to Calcutta j but as the diftance from 
Burdwan is fo very fmall, and Mr. John- 
ftone’s prefence muft be cflentially necef- 
lary there, at this feafon of the heavy 
collections. 

Agreed, that our letter to him be 
only to hold himfelf in readinefs to re- 
pair to Calcutta, on receipt of our fur- 
ther orders. 

The major withdraws. 

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay fend 
in a letter to the Board, regarding the 
Perfian letter, which they wrote to Sheer 
Allee Cawn, the fougedar of Poorneea, 
alfo copies and extracts of fundry let-, 
tcrs and papers relative thereto. 

The fame being now read, the Board 
are of opinion, that they fufficiently ac- 
count for, and vindicate thefe gentlemen 
-in that tranfaCtion.”^ 


Though 
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T H o y G H it was with reludatice that 
I could bring myfelf to fit as a member 
of” the fame Board, with perfons who 
had treated me fo injurioufly ; yet, as I 
ftill had hopes . that it might be in my 
power to prevent the execution of the 
defigns, which were laid for breaking 
with the Nabob j though I had no other 
arms than the rectitude of my intenti- 
ons, and the propriety of the meafures 
which I had taken, to oppofe to thefe 
violences ; I refolved to anfwer with 
temper and coolnefs all their objedions j 
and to fhew the illegality of their pro- 
ceedings, that if I could not bring them 
to reafbn, I might yet obviate any pre- 
tence, which they might form to bring 
on the rupture, which fome of the 
leaders * were certainly now meditating ; 
although, I believe, many of the mem- 
bers of the Council were not aware that 
things would be carried fo far. 

My anfwer to, and remarks upon, 
the beforementioned proceedings, were 

deliver- 

* I have often decla^^, both before this ume 
wd fince, that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were 
the perfons 1 here mean. 
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4 elivef«d into Council the ill of Februr- 
a£y> as follows. r > . 

%be Governor’s Minute in Conjultation, 
February I, 1763. 

** T HAVE read, with great furprize* 
the minute of your confultation of 
the 17th ultimo, upon Meff. Johnllone 
|ind Hay’s letter of the 14th ; and upon 
the Dacca letter of the loth, accompar 
nied with my anfwer to the Nabob, upr 
on the fubjedl of the propofed regular 
tions for the private inland trade. I will 
chdeavor to point out the wrong you 
liave done me ; and the injullice, as well 
as indecency of the refledlions with which 
Meff. Johnftone’s and Hay’s faid letter 
is filled } and which I wonder Ihould 
efcape your cenfure, . much more that 
they Ihould gain your approbation. 

T d E Honorable the, Court of Di- 
rectors, as well as their feryants here, 
have always underllood a dillinCtion be- 
tween the trade in articles imported, 
and to be exported by ihipping, and the 
private inland trader ^hat is, the ^ade 

from 
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from place to place in the country, in 
commodities produced and cohfumed in 
the country j of which fait, beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, are the chief articles. Foir 
the former trade, the Company's duf- 
tuck has always been granted ; but the 
latter, has been carried on with the duf* 
tuck of the country government, and 
their duties paid ; but thofe duties being 
different in different places, and even 
varied at the fame place, according to 
the difpofition and authority of the Na- 
bob’s collector, and the degree of ^force 
with which the Englifh gomaftah could 
back his refufal, a fixed regulation was 
thought neceffary, to prevent the num- 
berlefs difputes occafioned by this coiii- 
merce in different parts of the province. 
Oiir Honorable Mafters have exprefly 
ordered, in more than one of their let- 
ters, that the trade in fait and beetle- 
nut fhall not be carried orf to the preju- 
dice of the revenues of the country gd- 
vernment. And yourfelves, gchtlemefi, 
in your letter of the i 5th df Nbveniber, 
tranfmitted die a lift of Idle" fhahbuttdfer 

duties 
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duties, ufually paid by the gentlemen at 
Luckypoor, upon fait and tobacco, in 
order to aflift me in finally fettling thofe 
matters with the Nabob upon a folid 
plan« Can that plan be folid where no- 
thing is fixed ? And where the Englifh 
gomaftahs fhall be under no controul, 
but regarding themfelves far above the 
magiflrates of the country where they 
refide, take upon them to decide not 
only their own difputes with the mer- 
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfb of 
one merchant and inhabitant with ano- 
ther ? Or is it podible, the government 
pan collect their due revenues in fuch 
circumftances ? 

The plan for carrying on the private 
inland trade, contained in my letter to 
the Nabob, is the fame in fubftance, as 
the articles which, in my joint letter with 
Mr. Haftings of the 15th of December, 
wc mention to have propofed to the 
Nabob. It is fuch a plan, as feemed to 
me to be moll conformable to the Com- 
pany’s intentions in refpeft to that trade, 
mofl cpnliflent with the rights and true 

interefls 
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interefts of their fervants here, and with 
common reafon and equity. And I call 
on you gentlemen, in the firft place, to 
prove, that I have ajfumed a right, to 
•which I was no ways authorized j that 
the regulations propofed are dijhonorable 
■to you as Englijhmen, and tend to the ruin 
of all publick and private trade ; which 
are the terms in which you have been 
pleafed to exprefs your opinion : and in 
the fecond place, to form a plan your- 
felves, which ihall be more conforma- 
ble to the good purpofes beforemen tion- 
ed i and with regard to which, I am 
perfuaded our honorable mafters will not 
give the fandlion of their approbation to 
this new trade. 

Form fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I 
will fubfcribe to it with pleafure, and 
engage the Nabob {hall do the fame. 

• For my own part, I think that the 
honor and dignity of our nation would 
be better maintained, by a fcrupulous 
•and careful reftraint of the duftuck, than 
by extending it beyond its ufual bounds; 
'and by putting ourgomaftahs under fome 

checks, 
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checks^ than by fufFcring them to exeiv 
ci|e an authority in the country, every 
one according to the means put into his 
hands, and thereby bringing an odium 
upon the name of the Englifh, by re- 
peated violences done to the inhabitants. 

The Dacca gpntlemen, in their let- 
ter of the loth, reprefent, that they 
fhall fu£Fer greatly if fuch regulations 
take place. It is not as to the duty 
they complain, but the being obliged 
to apply to, the Nabob’s officers for duf- 
tucks, and having their gomaftahs or 
fervants fubjedted to the jurifdidkion of 
the zemindars, and their cucherrees. 
The gentlemen at Calcutta have never 
found any difficulty in getting the Hoog- 
ly .idulhick for their fait to go up the 
countryijs nor have we ever thought it 
either inconvenient or dilhonorable, to 
apply for it to the officers of the govern- 
ment. This is the only article we deal 
in here, that falls under the defeription 
of ■ the inland trade. The Dacca gen- 
#emen either do not or will not under- 
ftand that defeription ^henthey fay, the 
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chief is enjoined (by the Governor's, lei^ 
ler to the Nabob) not to give a dif- 
tnck for any article that is the pro-- 
duce of Bengal, and to pay a duty tf 
nine per cent, to the Nabob on every 
merchandize not brought in or fent by 
fea. The diftin6:ion mentioned in my 
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods, 
imported or for exportation by {hipping, 
{hall go as. ufual with the Company's 
duiluclc, and be fubjedl to no kind of 
demands ; and all goods, the produce 
of this country, for inland trade, {hall 
pay duties to the country government, 
and go with their duftuck. Now thb 
principal articles of this inland trade are^ 
as I have mentioned in all my letters to 
the Board, fait, beetle-*nut, and tobacco, 
produced and bought in one part of this 
country, arid fent , to other parts of the 
fame country for fale and confumption s 
articles which, before the troubles, we 
were forbid to trade in j but which our 
influence {ince Jjas enabled us to deal in, 
although with many objedtions from the 
country government, and frequent cpmh 
plaints from the country merchants, who 

ufed 
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ufed to live by that trade. Hovsf^ver^ 
it has never been regarded as a part of 
our firniaun privilege, and we have been 
contented to carry it on with the duftucJc 
of the country government, and paying 
their duties. The prefent regulation is 
intended only to give us a confirmed 
right to a benefit heretofore always dif- 
ppted, and upon terms, which feem to 
me very reafonable. 

Now as to the gomallahs, it is pro- 
poied in my letter to the Nabob, that 
orders fliall be given to forbid them in^ 
juring the country people and inhabi- 
tants, or protecting the dependents and 
fervants of the fircar» that in cafe of their 
having a dilpute witli, or complaint a- 
gainfi any merchant or inhabitant of 
the country, they fhall lay fuch difpute 
or complaint before the officer of the 
government, to be determined in the 
proper courfe of the jurifdiCtion of the 
country; and, in like manner, if any 
one ihould have a difpute with, or com- 
plaint againft the gomaflali, the gpmajT- 
tah fhall appear before tfie officer of ffie 
government, to have ir fettled. In h<^ 

cafes 
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cafes if the gomaftah thinks himfelf ag- 
grieved by the decifion, he may appeal 
to his employer, and he to the Governor 
at Calcutta. 

Nothing here is meant to affeft, nor 
can afFedt our rights over the weavers, 
iwho receive advances for the Company’s 
cloths, and who have nothing to do 
with rents or employments, under the 
country government, are not underftood 
to be their dependents or fervants, and 
therefore may and ought to be protedled 
againft any unjuft demands of the go- 
vernment’s officers, at the difcretion of 
the chief of the factory to which they 
belong. But it is not to thefe gomaftahs 
fo many a<fts of oppreffion are charged, 
their bufinefs is plain and limple, they 
have only to make the ufual advances to 
the weavers, and fee that they perform 
their contra<fts i and being immediately 
under the eye of one or other of the fac- 
tories, they cannot be: guilty of great extra- 
vagancies. The complaints comefromthe 
diftant corners of the province, asRunge- 
poor, Poomcea, Dinagepoor, Rangamet* 
VoL. II. R tee. 
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tee,Gwalparah, Silhet, Backargunge»&c^ 
where, if thofe complaints are true, the 
Engliih gomaftahs being under no con* 
troul of their mafters, deipife and ill 
treat tlje officers of the government, fet 
themfelves up forjudges and magiftrates, 
hear difputes between the inhabitants, 
and extort fines, force the merchants to 
buy their goods, at more than the market 
price, and to fell what they require as 
much below it. The complaints I have 
received of this fort are innumerable. I 
have done my utmoft to find out the truth, 
and get redrefs and put an end to them, 
by forwarding copies to the chief of the 
fadory, nearell the place where the caufe 
of complaint has arifen, and defiring him 
to enquire into it j but for the moft part 
I have had no other fatisfadtion than the 
gomaftahs flat denial of the fadt. The 
places being very diftant, a proper exa- 
mination of witnefies is almoft impoffi- 
ble, either before this Board, or any of 
iJie fubordinates ; how then arc fitch 
difputes to be fettled, or the trufh difeo* 
vcTcd? I am far fr^m faying, that the 

method 
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method I have propofed is free from 
©bje( 9 :ion, becaufe I am very fenfible, 
many of the officers of the government 
will not execute their authority impar- 
tially) and many will gladly take every 
opportunity of obftrufting our gomai^ 
tabs, and particularly in this new com- 
merce i but I cannot think of a better 
plan, and it is certainly more agreeable 
to reafon, and the pra(5tice of all na- 
tions, that the jurifdi£tion fhould be in 
the hands of , the proper officers of the 
government, than our agents and go-* 
maftahs, who are permitted to refide 
there only as trading factors, and where, 
neither the law of our country, nor the 
powers intruftcd to us by the Company, 
give us any judicial authority. 

I WISH, gentlemen, you may form a 
better plan, fince you do not approve 
of mine j but if it Ihould appear, that 
this trade cannot be carried on without 
invefting our gomaftahs with an armed 
force, and authority to exercift that 
force over the inhabitants, at their dif- 
cretion, !• think it ffiould be- forbid ; 

R 2 and 
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aftd we content ourfelves with carrying 
our trade, as far as the Company carry 
theirs ; and fo far we fhall be fufe (if 
the proteflion of their force, under the 
diredion of one or other of the fafto- 
ries, who will be anfwerable to the 
Board for the ufe they make of it, which 
tHp gobiaftahs are not; and therefore 
fueh an authority ihould not be trufted 
in their hands. 

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay com- 
plain, that I fent a perfon to enquire 
into the truth of the complaints, againft 
the Englilh gomaftahs in the country, 
sihd they dignify a poor Banyan, with 
the title of inquifitor. My letter to 
thpfe gentlemen from Mongheer, will 
fliew the only authgrity with which that 
petfoin was' invefted, and as they have 
not laidbefore you a copy of that * letter 

I have 

i » C(^y »f Mr. Vanfittart’xlrft^r Johnftone, 

Hay and Bolts. Dated Mongheer, December 

OEMTIiEMEM^' ; 

i haY9.rweive4 y9“/f favor, of th? 3d inftant, with 
. anextrailof Mr. Robinfbn’s I<etter ; a «S)py of one 

writteK 
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I have fubjoined it hereunto under No. I. 
as it is at lead: as material as fome of 
thofe , pieces they refer to. As Toon as 
this inquifitor returns, his report Ihall 
R 3 be 

written to him by the Rangamettee fougedar, and 
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre. 

1 have always paid cuftoms upon my private in- 
land trade j that is, the trade from place to place 
in the country, in commodities produced in the 
country, as fait, &c. and I have underftood it to 
be generally admitted, that we ought to pay cuf- 
toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade, 
and that all have done it, who had a fhare in it, 
which you know are but few, and that but latdy. 
If the fougedar of Rangamettee demanded only fuch 
« cuftomary duties (and his letter implies nothing 
more) he is certainly not to blame, as he had orders 
i from the Nabob {o to do, and it is what I think the 
Nabob has a right to infill on ; but it is abfolutdy 
neceffary thofe duties fliould be fixed, and publicly 
' known to every body, and that they ihouldbe cpl- 

• Icdled at once, at the place of purchafe ; which 
. are points I am endeavoring to get fettled j and I 

Ihall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr. 
Roblnfon for a lift of the duties demanded by the 
fougedar. 

Very certain it is, that many Englilh agents and 

* gomaftahs, and particularly thofe belonging to the 
Dacqa gentlemen, have pra£lifcd a method of car- 
rying 
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be laid before you j and as every ftcp I 
can take for the redrefs of the inhabi- 
tants of the country, is complained of aft 
an encroachment upon the privileges of 

the 

rying on bufinefs, called in this country Barja and 
Kichavut ; that is, forcing the merchants and fhop- 
keepers to take their goods at thirty, forty or fif- 
ty per cent, above the market price. The complaints 
I had of this, and other oppreflions praftifed by 
Mr. Chevalier, and the gomaftahs employed under 
his direftion, were without number j when I defir- 
ed of Mr. Cartier to redrefs thofe grievances, I was 
fure to receive from him in anfwer a letter from 
Mr. Chevalier, denying all the fafts, and fo the 
enquiry flopped, but the complaints were renewed 
with frefh inftances j I therefore fent two aumils^ 
about fix or feven months ago, to enquire on the 
fpot, whether fuch pradtices and vexations exifled 
or not ; if they did, to warn thofe concerned in 
them from me, that they fhould be puniftied, if 
they did not defift ; and if that warning proved in- 
effedlual, as I fufpcdled it would, to return to me,, 
with an account of what they faw and heard. This 
their commiffion is plainly exprefied, both in Perfian 
and Englilh, in the inftrudlions which Gongaram 
Metre produced to Mr. Robinfon ; and therefore I 
am furprized, how that gentleman can apprehend,, 
that his coming can obflrudt his juft dealings. If 
Mr.. Robinfon pradlices th^unjuft methods before- 

mentioned. 
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the Englifh, and alfo proves ineffectual ; 
I fhall, for the future, lay all fuch peti-^ 
tion* from the inhabitants before the 
Board, hoping, that by your refolutions, 
fome effectual method will be provided 
for reflraining the exceffes of the go- 
R 4 maftahs. 

mentioned, I wifti I could by this, or any other 
means, obftrucl him ; but this, from the good cha- 
rafter I have always heard of him, I cannot fuf- 
peit. I will not fay that Gongaram Metre, or the 
other, whofe name is Ram Govend, have not ex- 
ceeded their commiffion ; it is likely enough they 
may, as the people of this country are very apt to 
do ; but if they have, Mr. Robinfon Ihould have 
mentioned the inftances. I have, however, order- 
ed them both to return, as they have had time e- 
nough to inform themfelves, whether the com- 
plaints I received from the zemindars, &c. were 
well grounded or not. 

I fend you inclofed, an order from the Nabob to 
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on no ac- 
count, to obftruft the trade of any Englifti gomaf- 
tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and 
that only upon the inland trade from place to place 
in the country j but for the trade to and from 
Calcutta, and all foreign parts, on no account to 
require any duties from thofe who have the Com- 
pands duftuck, 

I am, &c. 
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. The mo^ material of thofo 
, have , ^Hlely been prefented to me, 
are hereunto annexed from No. II. to 
1^,9. XI. and I think the putting a ftop 
tq any abufes that may be pra£tifed undet 
itiie authority of the Englifh flag, is an 
attention fo worthy of this government, 
th?;t one or more members of the Board, 
or fpme pf the fenior fervants, fliould 
qe fent to inform themfelves upon the 
Ipot, how far the complaints are true^ 
and make their report to the Board. 

M E s s 1 E u R s Johnilone and Hay af- 
ffert, that the Nabob’s ordering the Ran- 
gamettee fougedar, to receive the ufual 
duties pu goods for inland trade, is con- 
trary to, the articles of our treaty with 
ti^e Nabob, and reduces us again to 
&(e privileges we enjoyed before the 
time of Meer Jaffier. 

I HAVE referred more than once to 

the treaty with the Nabob Jaffler Allee 
-Caiwn, and dp, not find that it grants us 
any new pri vileges pf trade ; and Colpnel 
<S(iye,' who certainly underftood that 
trebly as well af any one, never would 
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;^ant a duftuck for fait, or any other air- 
tiele of trade, which h^d not' ufuklf^ 
bfien granted by former govei'hors; ’ " 

' Mess ifitJR s Johnftone'ahd Hiiy M-i 
finuate throughout their letter^ xh teiinil^ 
not to be mifunderftood, that niy reafoii 
for wiihing to reftraiii other gentlemeiis 
gomaftah^ is, that my own may liavd 
the more power, and procure for me the 
greater profit. Although I am fatisfied» 
that fuch infinuations would obtain lit*- 
tle credit, yet it may not be improper 
to produce fome inftances, that 1 fuffer 
equally with others, when any obftruc- 
tions do happen in our trade ; and that 
I am the firft to practice upon my own 
concerns, the reftraint which I think 
fhould be laid upon our gomaftahs xn 
general. For the firft I appeal to Mr. 
Amyatt, whether a number of boats, of 
fait, belonging to me, were not ftopped 
at Cutwa by the colleftor of that gaut,,^ 
at the fame time with others/ and de- 
tained as long ? And for thel^, I refer, 
you to my prders of the .tytH of f)e-. 
ccmber> and 16th of January, to Mr. 

Moore, 
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Moore, my agent at Rungepoor $ and 
Mr. Baillie at Rangamettee ; of which, 
copies, are hereunto annexed, 'No. fA 
and 13. 

As you have been pleafed to give it as 
your opinion, that MeiT. Johnftone, 
Hay and Bolts did properly, in writing 
a letter to Sheer Alice, the fougedar of 
Poorneea, in their own name, inilead 
of applying to the Prelident ; of courfc, 
every other merchant will take the fame 
authority. I am by no means lorry to 
be relieved from the trouble of fuch ap- 
plications; yet I think it my duty to 
give it as my opinion, that this entire 
levelling and equality will not be for 
the good of the Company’s affairs, nor 
the benefit of the fociety, and therefore 
to declare my difapprobation. 

O N B reafon Meff. Johnftone and Hay 
give for writing this letter deferves to 
be taken notice of, an univillingnefs in 
the Prudent to believe complaints of this 
nature* I requeft the Board will call on 
them, to produce any one inftance^ 
.where I have either ^elFufed or delayed 

to 
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to give them, or any other merchant, 
every affiftance they have afked of me 
in the carrying on their private bufmefs, 
and obtaining redrefs for their grievances! 
In (hort, gentlemen, their letter through- 
out is fo injurious to me as a gentleman* 
to fay nothing of my ftation, that I (hould 
apply to you for juftice againft them, did 
I not perceive, that inftead of {hewing 
your difpleafure at fuch behavior, you 
have thought proper to give it the fanc- 
tion of your approbation. I refer there- 
fore to the Honorable the Court of Direc- 
tors, who I am perfuaded will do me 
morejuflicc. 

I SHALL be glad to fee the num^ 
her of members at the Board increafed, 
and wifh it could always be kept fo \ 
but if I had propofed to fend for partis 
cular members from the fubordinates, to 
give their opinion on a particular fub-*- 
I {hould furcly have been accufed 
of an intention to make a majority to 
carry a particular point j and it is a pre- 
cedent, which may at fome time be api- 

plied 



piled* to i^at purpofe, and jtherefore l 
think a bad one. 

. As to the major, he is to be a meih- 
her of the Board, according to our Ho- 
nofable Matters directions, njohen milp- 
iary affairs only are under debate. How 
the regulation of a method for canying 
bri Our trade in fait, beetle-nut, and to- 
bacco, can be brought under that title, 
I cannot conceive } nor how he can be 
fuppoled to be a judge of fuch a fub- 
jedt ; yet, if you conceive his advice can 
be of ufe, I am far from objecting to 
his being prefent. The matter in quef- 
tion is not With me a pennt of contett: 
or party; Iwiflionlyto fee fuch iulcs 
lald^ down, that the Nabob and we may 
know our ptoper limits, and prevent our 
' Ibrvants from traftfgrefllng them, which 
will require time and patience, and 
much care and attention. The beft 
' laws will forbetinies be tranlgreffed ; but 
Ae inconveniences which arife from fuch 
tranlgreffions, ought not to be obje^ed 
againtt the laws themfelves, but againtt 
the tranfgreflbrs, who can only be re- 
trained 
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ftrained'by the conftant care of the go^ 
vemment.’* 

I WAS much difpleafed with the N;^ 
bob, for his eagernefs ia m^ing, ufe ^ 
my letter as a final agreement ; and f^r 
the ill judged power, which he had ^ 
fuddenly put into the hands of his offi- 
cers before my arrival in Calcutta, or 
any correfppndent orders, could be fent 
on our part. However, in my letters 
m him, I endeavored tP remove the a- 
larm given him by the extraordinary a|^- 
pearances in Calcutta j and,, to perfuade 
him to avoid furnifhing, by - any a(^ pf 
retaliation or refentment* an ocqafion for 
, open hoftilities agaipf^ hicn. Unhappily 
the jealoufi.es had^^a^ifeU; .to fo great , a 
f height, that thefe palliat;iyes^ had no 
. longer their effedt ; and from, this period* 

I had not only to cpnten^ with the^.yip- 
. lence of the gentlemeu* ^y^hP i 
the rule of our affairs, but the confh;#'' 
ed diftruft and rage of thejl^aboh. , .A^ 
Hcordingly I (hall have little tp do in .the 
^quel, of this ye*. feut tp, by . 
' extrads 
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extracts from the confultations, the ftcps 
by which the breach was gradually wi- 
dened, and a daily encreafe of authority 
thrown into the hands of the fubordi- 
nate faiStories j until, at length, Mr. El- 
lis thought himfelf fufficiently empow- 
ered to begin the war, with the attack 
of the city of Patna. 

The views of the violent party in 
Calcutta, were but too well feconded 
by many of the Nabob’s officers,- who 
were for pafling at once from one ex- 
treme to the other. Having been long 
under the yoke of our gomaflahs, they 
no fooner had a profpedt of being freed 
from it, than they in their turn would 
rule defpotically, and ufe their authority 
to unlawful purpofes. This gave our 
fubordinate fa<ftories daily opportunity 
of making frelh complaints to the Board 
of the interruption of their bufinefs ; 
1«rhich was always done with fuch ex- 
aggerations, as ferve’d to increafe the 
fiame. It was pretended our weavers 
could not be proteded, becaufe I had 
forbid tile proteding d^endents of the 

country 



TranJkSiims in ,Ben< 5 Al. 3^5 

country governmentii The dependents 
of the country government are plainly 
thofe who hold offices* trails* or rents 
under the government ; and there is an 
eilabliihed diilinftion between them* 
and the weavers* who are regarded as 
dependents of the merchants who em- 
ploy them j and this is a diftindlion 
Well known to all* but thofe who thro' 
paifion would not know it. I deiired 
this might be explained to the fubordi- 
nate factories ; and as the Board had re- 
iblved that they would not confirm the 
regulations I had propofed* I kept in my 
hands the Nabob’s orders for their efta- 
bliihment* and did not forward them to 
the officers of the government j and di- 
rections were fent to the fubordinate fac- 
lories, to carry on their private trade aS 
before* until the general Council ihould ' 
have afiembled* and fixed upon fuch 
rules* as to them ihould feem moil pro- 
per. I wrote at the fame time to tht 
Nabob* that other regulations would 
foon be made by the Council j and de- 
filed he would fend orders tp his offi- ■ 

cers. 
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cers, to reftrain them from exercifing 
any a< 5 ts of violence or injuftice towards 
the Engliih agents and gomaftahs. The 
following is a copy of the order fent to 
thefadories the ift of February, in con- 
lequence of thefe refolutions. 

Cofy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Council to the Chief and Council at 
Dacca. February 1, 1763. 

TN our letter of the 17th, we di- 
rected you to fulpend paying any 
regard to the orders, which the Nabob 
had fent to your faCtory. 

We are now to acquaint you, that 
neither the Nabob, nor the Prelident, 
ever underftood any delolls or weavers, 
employed by the Company, or the Eng- 
lilh gomaftahs, to be the dependents of 
the lircar. You are, therefore, to afford 
them the fame protection, and maintain 
the fame authority over them, as you 
have done formerly ; and you will con- 
tinue to carry on your bufinefs as be- 
fore, until you receive regulations from 
the Board, taking aliira^s the greateft 

care 
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care to prevent your agents from injur- ’ 
ing or opprefiihg the country pieople. 

These orders being given, we wait- 
ed for the arrival of the members of ' 
the Board, who had been Tent for from 
the ^fubordinate fadtories j and nothing , 
remarkable occurs till they aflembled 
(the 15th) except a minute, delivered 
in by Mr. Amyatt the 3d, intended to 
prove, in contradidlioh to my argumei|ts 
of the I ft, that I had aded without au- 
thority from the Board. How far this 
purpofe was anfwered, I leave others to 
judge from the minute itfelf, which fod- 
lows. ■ 

**In confequence of my haying prefix - 
ded at the Board, during the^atiferice of' 
Mr. Vanfittaft, I fliall now take the li-' 
berty to reply in part to the minute, 
which he laid before the Council on the 
ift inftant. 

* The fame letter was wrote to Luckypoor. 

■VoL. II. S First, -5 
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First, as to the fubjeit of the let- 
ter to the Nabob, in refped: to the 
tranfaftions therein contained, I fliall 
leave it to be debated and determined, 
at the full Board, when the reft of the 
members arrive j and when I make not 
the leaft doubt, having received the affif- 
tance of their deliberations, but we 
fliall be able to form a fet of regulations 
equally equitable with the Prefident’s, 
and every way as conducive to the in- 
‘terefts of the country government, and 
our own ; and I truft, of a much great- 
er tendency to prevent future jealoufies 
and animofities between us, of which 
the claufe for fubjedling us fo thorough- 
ly to their judicature, muft have prov- 
ed an inexhauftible fource. 

What I have therefore chiefly to 
point out is, that the PreCdent, in this 
tranfadlion, has adled without a proper 
authority. It was but laft council-day, 
gentlemen, that all the proceedings in 
this affair were read at our Board ; and 
although I gave the greateft attention to 
the perufal, I could flto where diftinguifli, 

that 
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that we vefted the President with the 
powers he pretends j nay, I obferve, 
that he himfelf can only pick out one 
phrafe to anfwer his purpole, from per- 
verting even the literal fenfe of which, 
and entirely the well-known meaning of 
the Board, he draws a fanftion of ours 
for what he has done. 

Right forry am I to find, that re- 
courle is had to playing upon words ; 
becaufe I think it is a cuftom which 
ought to be utterly excluded in matters 
fo ferious as generally prove the bufinefs 
of this Board ; and orders from them, 
which are not explicit, fhould rather be 
fcrupuloufly followed, than taken in a 
vague and unlimited fenfe. It is need- 
lefs to enlarge much more on the fub- 
jedl. Our refolutions, on receipt of the 
articles from the Prefident and Mr.' 
Railings, which we then underllood to 
be only propofed, plainly demonftrate, 
that we never gave or intended to give 
them power to conclude thefe or any 
other j of courfe the Prefident’s doing it 
was an authority alTumed. . But if he 
' S 2 could 
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could fo well underftand, or I ihould ra- 
ther iay mifunderftand, the meaning of 
the Board in the above particular, and 
adl in conlequenOe ; how happens it, I 
ihould be glad to know, that their di- 
rections, and earned: recommendations 
for procuring reftitution for the late loiTes 
of any individuals,were not paid an equal 
regard to? 

Next, with refped: to the letter de- 
livered in by Mef. Johnftone and Hay, 
Xvhich I always held as a rnere feconda- 
ry matter, but which I find the Prefi- 
dent has expatiated upon very largely ; 
I muft, in the name of the Board, deny, 
that it met from them the approbation 
which he alledges, their minute, of which 
I think thefenfe cannot well be perverted, 
ferving no further than to exprefs their 
opinion, that the apology of thofe gen- 
tlemen was, for the tranfadion in quef- 
tion, to them fatisfa£lory. Although I 
cannot implicitly agree with the Prefi- 
dent, that the faid letter is filled with 
unjuft and indecent reflections j yet I 
concur entirely, ^hat our Honorable 

Mafters 
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Mailers ihould become the judges of 
this, as of all our other proceedings. 

I REMAIN Hill of opinion, that the 
major ought to be prefent at the Board j 
for as I elleem found reafon and know- 
ledge of the policy of the country to be 
greater requifites for executing the bufi- 
nefs in hand, than an acquaintance in 
the articles of the trade itfelf, I think his 
opinion and advice may be of equal 
weight and. utility with any other mem- 
ber of, the Board. Thefe added to what 
ilands minuted on the confultations of 
the 17th, are my reafons for defiring the 
major’s prefence j for I afifure you, gen- 
tlemen, I wiih not more than the Pre- 
fident, that the matter in queilion ihould 
become a point of conteft or party.” 

My anfwer to this minute was given 
in the 15th of February, when all the 
members of the Board met, and of 
courfe it will appear in the fequel. 

The general Council, which afiembled 
the 15th of February, confifted of the 
following members. The Prefident, 

S 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Batfon (chief of Cof- 
iimbuzar) Mr. Billers (chief of Lucky- 
poor) Mr. Gartier (chief of Dacca) Mr. 
Haftings, Mr. Johhftone (chief of Burd- 
wan) Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, and Mr. 
Watts. Their bufinefs, or at leaft the 
firft bufinefs, was to fettle a plan for 
carrying on their private trade : it muft 
therefore appear ftrange, that the Coun- 
cil fliould be opened by a motion from 
Mr. Amyatt, that major Carnac fhould 
be fummoned to fit as a member of this 
Council. It has been already mention- 
ed, that the major was, by the Com- 
pany’s appointment to be a member of 
the Board, when military affairs only 
were under debate ; and I think that 
neither would Mr. Amyatt, and the 
reft of the Council, have impofed upon 
him a trouble fo foreign to his ftation, 
neither would he have confented to in- 
terfere, if they had not feme particular 
point to carry. I dilTented as before 
from this motion, and fo did Mr. Haf- 
tings, and Mr. Watts. The reft of the 
gentlemen refolved^ that he fhould be 

called. 



l^ranfi 0 ions in Bengal. 263 

cdled# he fummoned accord- 
ingly. As it was thus determined, that 
major Carnac Ihould fit as a member of 
the Board, I thought that the command- 
ing officer major Adams, fhould fit al- 
fo, as it was cullomary upon all occa- 
cafions to fummon both, when it was 
neceflary to fummon either. 

Accordingly the two field officers 
took their feat at the Council, which 
then confifted of twelve ; and Mr. A- 
myatt began, by laying before them the 
occafion of their meeting in the follow- 
ing minute. 

** As the full Board are now aflem- 
bled, I think it is in fome meafure in- 
cumbent on me, to inform the mem- 
bers lately arrived,with the occafion of our 
having fummoned them to the Prefi- 
dency. 

You may remember, gentlemen, that 
about fix months ago, our trade in e- 
very part of the country met with great 
interruptions? and which from that time 
continued fo much increafing,, that ,in 
S 4 the 
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the month of Od:ober a conference with 
the Nabob was deemed abfolutely ne- 
cefTary, to enquire into the caufe, and 
remove them. The Prefident accor- 
dingly, being about to pay a vifit to the 
Nabob at Mongheer, undertook to fet- 
tle this amongft other bufinefs. To af- 
lift him in fo doing, we furniflied him 
with copies of all the complaints which 
had been made ; and continued to tranf- 
mit him copies of all others which came 
before the Board j with earned: recom- 
mendations to obtain fatisfadtion for the 
lodes which thofe delays had occafion- 
ed, and endeavor to adjuft matters, fo as 
to prevent any fuch from happening in 
future. 

From thefe inftrudlions, and the 
good difpoiition the Prefident feemed to 
be in, we naturally hoped for the heft 
of confequences, an uninterrupted free- 
dom to our juft trade, and an entire re- 
moval of the groundlefs jealoufies and 
diftrufts, which ftill fubfifted in a high 
degree on the part of the country go- 
vernment, and gavGi^us juft grounds to 

apprehend. 
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apprehend, that the N abob wanted tobreak 
with us. Had our expedtations been an- 
fwered, a general harmony muft have 
reigned at our Board, and which I do 
alTureyou, gentlemen, Lhave long wiih- 
ed to fee. 

I T was therefore with much furprize, 
that the members of the Board, the be- 
ginning of laft month, received advice 
from Dacca, of the Nabob's having fent 
a fet of regulations to that fadtory for 
the government of their trade, and en- 
joined them to the ftridteft obedience, 
with the fevered: threats. Part of thefe 
regulations we had before received in a 
joint letter from the Prefident and Mr. 
Haftings at Mongheer, but conceived 
them, as they expreffed it, to be only a 
plan propofed. We wrote an anfwer ac- 
cordingly, dated December 27, to which 
I refer you. The above letter from Dac- 
ca, however, having convinced us, that 
the Prefident, either frorri hiifundcr- 
ftanding the orders of the Board, or too 
far extending their meaning, had, on the 
part of our government, granted his 

fandtion 
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fandion and ratification not only to tfieie* 
but feveral other important articles, en-- 
tirely without the advice pf his council. 
We thought it neceffary to fummon 
your prelence to the Board, to confi- 
der of this matter, as well relpedting the 
regularity of the tranfaftion, as the pur- 
port of the regulations themfelves, which, 
in 'our opinion, are far from hav- 
ing a tendency towards anfwering the 
good purpofe neceflary or wilhed for. 

I THEREFORE fubmit to your confi- 
deration the feveral papers relative to 
this bufinefs, moft of which you will be 
directed to in opr confultation of the ilf 
inftant ; and 1 earnefily defire your afiif- 
tance for bringing to a fpeedy determi'.- 
nation, a point fo efifentially neceflary 
to the freedom of our Honorable Maf- 
ters bufinefs, and all private trade. 

There alfo lays a complaint from 
the gentlemen at Patna, of the Nabob’s 
having fhut up the Burbunna gate, and 
cut oif the immediate communication 
between the city and the factory ; and 
in which point it ieeihs the Prefident 

then 
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then on the fpot alfo concurred, con- 
trary to the fenfe of the Board laft year, 
and which, for the honor of the fadto- 
ry, and the influence fuch a conceffion 
muil have on the minds of every man in 
the country to our prejudice, ought to 
have met his ftrenuous oppofition. This 
is a circumftance which muft come be- 
fore us in the courfe of our deliberations; 
and I only mention it here with a view to 
diredl you to a perufal of the Patna let- 
ter, becaufe it doth not appear on the 
above-mentioned confultations of the ift 
inflant. 

The confideration of this affair will 
naturally lead us to compare the fenfe, 
ipirit and tendency of the treaty now 
in queftion, with thofe made with Sera- 
jah Dowla, and confirmed by Meer Jaf- 
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueftion- 
ed authority and validity of the duftuck 
is fo exprefllly eftablifhed, unclogged 
with any diftindtions as to the goods for 
which it may be granted. 

I HAVE further to obferve to you, 
gentlemen, a circumftance on fuch an 

occafion 
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occafion not unworthy of your attention. 
The funnuds, by which we hold our 
late acquifitions, are only tuncaws, or 
an affignment of thefe provinces, to- 
wards the defraying the expences of a 
certain body of troops, to be kept up 
for the afliftance of the Nabob. In the 
prefent temper of the Nabob, this, fo 
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving 
a frelh fource of dilpute. He already 
fhews a total dilinclination for the ufe of 
our troops ; and may, whenever he thinks 
himfelf in a condition to call our right in 
queftion, tell us, that he has no longer 
occaiion for them, and therefore will with- 
draw that revenue. To prevent fuch 
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to ef- 
tabliih our right to thefe lands, as to jag- 
heers, by the fulleft and moll: authen- 
tic funnuds, and fuch that hereafter may 
be ever indifputable, fhould other Euro- 
pean nations come to take part in the af- 
fairs of Bengal, feems a point extreme- 
ly requifite to be now coniidered. The 
Company, for want of this matter be- 
ing clearly explained> nioft probably 

fuppofe. 
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fuppofe* that the prefent funnuds are of 
the moft extenfive and indifputable kind; 
.\#'hercas in fa£t our force, more than ti- 
tle can fppport us in the polTeilion of 
them. 

I HAVE the utmoft confidence, gen- 
tlemen, that the refult of your delibe- 
rations will be fuch, as to convince our 
Honorable Mailers, that you are inca- 
pable of being influenced by the fpirit 
of party, or any mercenary motives; 
and that your only views are the prefer- 
vation of their honor and interefl, and 
the maintenance of their jufl rights and 
privileges.” 

Whoever 

* The nature of the grants by which the Com- 
pany pofTefs thofe lands, is of very little moment. 
It is by the treaty with the Nabob they are cedbd, 
and as long as that treaty of friendlhip and alliance 
fublifts, he cannot difpute their right. If a breach 
pf that friendfliip happens, and a war breaks out, 
he will difpoffefs us, if he is able, and that he 
would, if we had the king's firmaiin. Therefore 
the form of the grant is of no confequence, and 
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion of all 
the Council, when they entered into a new treaty 
with Meer Jaffier j at which time, none of them 
thought there was any neceffity for demanding jag- 
heeree funnuds. 
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Whoever has read the former part 
of this Narrative, will eafily perceive 
the diftinguifliing chara<3:eriftics of major 
Carnac’s ftyle throughout this writing 
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds 
with thofe founding phrafes, which are 
meant to catch the ear, and fo to pafs 
for good reafon without further exami- 
nation. When he would engage you 
to oppofe the Nabob’s fhutting up one 
of the gates in the city of Patna, and 
doling a • breach between the city and 
the river, he tells you, the honor of the 
Patna fa^ory is concerned. For my own 
part, I think the honor of the Patna 
fadory confills chiefly in carrying on the 
Company’s trade with credit and advan- 
tage, notin feekingdifputeswiththe coun- 
try government, by unjuftly interfering 
in their concerns. 

H E bids you compare the fenfe, Ipi- 
rit, and tendency of the treaty in quef- 
tion (that is, of the regulations of the 
private trade contained in my anfwer 
to the Nabob’s letter) with thofe of Se- 
rajah'Dowla and Meer Jafiier. Thofe 

being 
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being compared, it will be found, that 
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any 
new privileges, but confirm thofe of the 
firmaun. Now the firmaun, as I appre- 
hend, did not give us a right to carry 
on the private inland trade, that is, the 
trade from place to place in the coun- 
try, in the commodities of the country, 
as fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. It did 
not, I fay, give us a right to carry it on 
at all, much lefs to carry it on cullom- 
free, to the total ruin of the merchants 
of the country, and the great lofs of the 
Nabob’s revenues. Neither did Sera- 
jah Dowla, or Meer Jafiier, underftand 
it fo i the former would never fuffer us 
to meddle in that trade, and the latter 
prevented it as much as he could, and 
complained of it as an injuftice, and an 
innovation, as has been already ftiewia. 
The new regulations I propofed did, 
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow- 
ledged right to that trade upon a reafona- 
ble footing j and the payment of a fixed 
duty, lefs than had already been paid by 

' fome 
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fome of our fadlories j and a duty which - 
the profits of that trade might well bear. 

Many other inftances of this kind 
of fpecious and founding expreflions with- 
out meaning occur in this minute, which 
I will call Major Carnac’s, inftead of Mr. 
Amyatt’s, as well as in all the reft of the 
major’s writings. I will take notice of 
only one more. To engage all the gen- 
tlemen of the Board to applaud and fide 
with him, he concludes with telling 
them, they are incapable of being in- 
fluenced by the Ipirit of party, or any 
mercenary views, I am perfuaded, 
that it will appear obvious to every 
reader, that the minute is calculated 
throughout, to infufe a ipirit of party s 
and in this he too well fucceeded j nor 
could he have chofen a more certain me- 
thod of confirming and ftrengthening 
this fpirit, than by telling them, they 
were incapable of being influenced. It 
is a known maxim of thofe, who would 
lead a party, to endeavor to conceal from 
their followers that they are led. Asf 
to mercenary views, if views of exor- 
bitant 
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fcitafit profits in trade may be ib termed, 
there was certainly a great ihare of that 
palSion in the violent oppohtion againfl 
the regulations I had made. 

I p©ntinu?:d to try every means of 
preventing the dangerous confequences, 
which were to be apprehended from fo 
violent a .combination j but it is eafy to 
judge, how difhcult a part I had to ma- 
nage. On one fide, if I oppofed too 
ftrenuoufly the refolutions of the adverfe 
party, I ran a rifi^ue of ftrengthening the 
Nabob's hands, and thereby making him 
too powerful in cafe of a rupture. On 
the other, if I fell in with their violent 
meafures, all the ways of accommoda- 
tion would quickly be fljut up. 1 en- 
deavored therefore to keep a middle 
courfe, in order to preferve terms with 
the Nabob, until the Council had de- 
termined upon the regulations and de- 
mands they would infill on, fiattering 
myfelf, that die Nabob would fubmit to 
them, however unreafonable and detri- 
mental to his government, rather than 
engage in a war to his inevitable ruin. 
yoL. II. T With 
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Wiiit this .view; I avoided^ every word 
that could indamej and as the oppref?* 
fions rof the Nabob’s officers gav4|*fi> 
much reafon, I was the firll to conlent 
Ip fuch an, encroachment upon; his rights^ 
as thO; iecprity of our trade required> in 
hppeS; thereby to induce the Council to 
he^the more moderate in their demands,. 

therefore nothing more to Mr. 
Amyatt’s minutes of the 3d and 15th, 
than was neceflary to fliew the authori- 
ty I had from the Board> to make fuch 
regulations; 'with the Nabob, lhat|, the 
prefent difputes Were not owning tb-^ the 
fegulatiofls^, but to the abufe of. them } 
that if ilK:h > abufc8 could be prevented* 
all the advantages of trade we could rea- 
&nably wifh* would be infured to us, 
whh gewd order to die Nabob’s governr 
ment j and that .if they did not approve 
of my plan for attaining thofe ends, they 
ihoulmfeV about fbnning' another them- 
iibiies. following ds a copy o| this 

minute.. ■ v .. -.^vn 


Coi>v 
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of the Governor's Minute of the t^th 
"ri' February, 1763. 

W Y ^ aniwer to that part of Mr. 

^ A* myatt’s ininute of the 3d, where 
he iSiyVi ^that I pervert the meanirtg of 
the letter I received from the Boards 
tikted the 1 5th of l^bvember, I will oili 
ly quote the words of the faid letter; 
and my arifwer dated the ift of Decem- 
ber.*’ ' ' ■ ’ ‘ 

Letter from the Council^ dated Noy . 1 5,.,' 

** TNCLOSED, We tranfmit you an 
extradt from the Luckypoor letter, 
explainiiig the lhahbunder dutie&. which 
they have always paid, and the nature 
• of the frefli extortions which are now 
demanded,, which we ima^ne may be 
of fervice to you in finally Jettling thefe 
matters upon a /olid plan'' ■ : 

, Tbe Governor's Anf%iferf d^te 4 X^pt:-, i. 

“ T Shall proceed, with Mr. Haft- 
ings’s afiiftance and concurren<i'^» 
in fuch inquiries as lhall be necelTary 
on the fubjedl: of the complaints now in 
; . . . T 2 quef- 
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qtieflioii; and in eilablifliing fuch mk$ 
between the Nabob and us, as maypre- 
yent them for the future.” Acco^ing* 
ly I framed with Mr. Haftings Ajch 
rules as iieemed to us moft proper for the 
occaibn, and propoied them to the Na- 
bob in feveral articles, as contiuned in 
Qur letter to the Board, of the 1 5th of 
December : but the Nabob, not chufing 
to accede to thole articles, reprefented 
to me again his grievances, in a letter the 
26th of December, the .day before my 
departure for Patna ; and as 1 had no 
further indrut 5 bions from the Board, than 
tfiofe before quoted from their letter 
the 1 5th of November, and no reply to 
my anfwer of the ift of December, 
where I faid I woidd eftahlilh rules for 
the condud of the Nabob’s people and 
ours ; and as the regulations propo&d^ 
Teemed to me altogether neceflkry and 
reafonable, I mMc no doubt of their 
.being approved by. the fioarch and <pn- 
jfequently made no fcruple to write an ' 
anfiver to the Nabob, i^uribag hkxi^ theti 
thinigs; Ihould be cafrdbd on aocordisg to 

thofe 
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thofe rules. Upon the minute of the 
ift inftanty 1 have fufficiently ihcwn the 
reafonSy why thofe rules for carrying on 
the private inland trade, and rcftraining 
the powers of our gomaftahs. Teemed to 
me equitable and necelTary, and the moft 
proper for the end propofedj but as 
much as I am inclined to give the officers 
of the country government their due au- 
thority, yet am I by no means difpofcd 
to ^bmit to any ahufe of that authori- 
ty, or fuffer diem to go beyond the li- 
mits prelcribed by thofe regulations j 
which, were they ftri< 9 :ly obferved by 
bodi parties, would, I think, remove all 
occafion of complaint from both tides. 
But I grant, diat the late condud: of the 
government’s officers, in many parts of 
the country, gives me too much reafon 
to think, with die reft of the Board, 
that they cannot exercife authority with- 
out oppreffion j and that whatever caufe 
they might have of complaint againH: the 
Englilh gomallahs, their own tyrannies 
are yet more infupportable ; for inftead 
of freeing our trade from any impedi- 
T 3 ment. 
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ment, detention or obftriidioni lindo# 
pretence of cuftoms/duftore, &c. whick 
was my only intent in laying down fdch 
rules, they have had a quite c'ontr^ 
efFeft. The officers of the government, 
prefumihg upon the rellraints laid on 
our agents and gomaftahs, having gone 
diredtly contrary to the conditions pre- 
fcribed to them. I agree, therefore, in 
the neceffity of entering into articles of 
agreement with the Nabob, fuch as ftiall 
appear moft proper for regulating the 
mann<fr of carrying on our trade in thofe 
articles, which before the troubles Ufed 
to be deemed illicit j and for confining 
the government’s officers, and our go- 
maftahs, within the due bounds of their 
relpedtive employments ; of which ar- 
ticles, copies fliould be given to every 
officer of the government, and every go- 
maftah, for their guidance. In the mean 
titne, I have made the ftrongeft repre- 
feiitations to the Nabob, upon the vict- 
lehces committed by his officeSrs .in di- 
fferent parts, in diredt violatiori’ of tfic 
iigrfeeinent be^efei^ut. Copies • of* my 
; letters 
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letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomed 
Cawn, and Mahomed Allee Beg, are 
hereunto annexed. I lay before you 
^kewife a number of complaints tr^pf^ 
initted to me by Syed Mahomed Caw^n, 
from the zilladars, and other officers pf 
the feveral diftridls, under his immedi- 
ate dire<Jition, and which it will be np- 
ceflary to take under confideration, at 
the time of debating upon the intended 
regulations, that fuch of them as appear 
well grounded, may be remedied.” . 

/ Fresh complaints froni the Patna 
and Dacca fa<aories; were read at this 
confultation : from the former, that fome 
bullocks loaded with the Company’s taj.t~ 
^etre were flopped at one of the chokeys 
xor guards; and from the latter, that 
grpat obflru<flions were given to their 
private trade at. Sirampogr, On ,t|te 
other hand, a numbter,;,of , tPprefpin^ 
tions were rjeceived alfo frqna SyediJl^^- 
homed Cawn, thp; Hj^aboib’s . depu^, ^^t 
>Mo0rffiedab?i4* l'?iolpncejandiW- 

,)uftiprQcpfdings .pf 

] T ^ tabs. 
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l^afes. Ujpon the firft it was leftdwedj 
that all trade ihtmld be carried x>n as 
before j afad in cafe any of the govertri- 
-hint’s ofiiters Ihould obftnid: itj they 
ihotlld be opjpofed by fotce and ieized $ 
upon the fecond, that the reprefenia- 
tions ihould be tranllatedi aAd feht td 
the fuboidinate faiftories which they 
eonccmed j and frotai Wh^ttce, for the 
nioft partj no ahfwer was tecdved j ob, 
if any camej it Was taken no further ho* 
tice of. 

As the officers of the country govern- 
irtent had eXcrcifed their atithdrity fo 
iinjuftly, I agreed it was become necef- 
fary to reftraih them by force Upon fbme 
occafions. The misfortuhe was, that 
thofe who. had liimg w?fhedft)t‘ a rupmre 
With the Nabob, muft be the Judges of 
thofe occafions ; and cOhfeqti^t^y it was 
to be feared, that they Would make Ufb 
of this atithority b^ond What was in- 
tchded dr heCCffajyv particularly Mr. 
' Ellis s however, there waS no poffibdi- 

‘of -prevehlshg it, and to have argued 
it, would ohiy have fferved to 

make 
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mftkt them more violent* becaufe tJifc 
obje^iotts I could have made* muft have 
bfeen |Jterfenal agaiAft fome of the mem- 
berfi then prefent lyt the Board* or againft 
Mfi Bllie* with whom they were firm- 
ly united. 

I THOUGHT the lifcelieft way of pre- 
venting any bad confequences upon this 
order* would fee to acquaint the Na^- 
bob immediately, with the danger to 
which his own hfdHnefs, and the infis- 
Itence of his officers, had e^qjofed him ; 
and recommend to him, in the moft ftre- 
touous manner, to forbid their interrupt- 
ing the budiaefs of atey Engliffi gomaf^ 
tah, or giving further 'occasion for dis- 
putes* which might end in a breach of 
©ur friendlhip. The following is a c<^y 
of the letter I Wrote to the Nabob on 
this occafion.” 


I HAVE already informed yOu of 
the oppreffions and infolencesof Maho- 
ined Allee Beg j and I now enclofe you 
a copy of -a letter wrote by him to Ab- 
dulla^ ahimil of ^Ondeep perganah. 

Confider, 
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Confider, it is his defign not to Tuffer a 
fiogle Englifliman in the country, and to 
punifh whoever (hall take upon himfelf 
the name of an Englifhman j according- 
ly the Company’s bufinefs, and that of 
the private gentlemen, has been every 
where ftopped, whereby they have been, 
and ftill are, fubje£ted to many Ioffes : 
and the agreement which was made be- 
tween you and me, for the removal of 
the difputes between your dependents 
and ours, has been entirely broken off 
by Mahomed Alice. As his proceed- 
ings are prejudicial both to your intereft 
and the Company’s, it would have been 
proper, at the inffant of my receiving 
the copy of his letter, to have dilpatch- 
ed fome of the Company’s people to 
feize him, and to have fent him prifoner 
to you. However, as he is a fervant of 
yours, I have contented myfelf with re- 
prefenting the affair to you, and I wait 
your anfwer. Out of the friendlhip 
fubfifling between you and me, it is 
proper you inflict due punifliment on 
hiift, and make hin\^ anfwerable for the 

Ioffes 
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loiles he has been the occalion of j if 
not, I cannot ht quiet, and fee the Com«> 
piny’s and private gentlemen’s affairs go 
to ruin. Inclofed I tranfmit you the 
copy of a letter I have wrote to Maho- 
med Allee.” 

Nothing elfe remarkable paffed at 
this firft meeting of the Council, but a 
letter delivered in by major Carnac, 
claiming the command of the detach- 
ment llationed at Patna. I delire no o- 
ther proof than the terms of this letter 
to convince the world, that he was the 
chief advifer of the refolution for call- 
ing down the members of the Board 
from the fubordinates j and that to carry 
this point for himfelf was one of the ob- 
jefts of that refolution. The following 
is a copy of his letter. 
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Copy a Letter from Major Ou’nac I# 
the Qwernor and Conned, Dated FiSn 
bruary 15, 1763. 

•* being deprived of the com^ 

i mand of a body of your fdrce9» 
at the head whereof I had the good for- 
tune to meet with finne fuccefs j and the 
being ever fince detained here, you will 
readily believe muft have occalioned 
much uneaftnefs to me. However* till 
now, I defpaired of any remedy, from 
a con Vision, that my remonltraftceiS 
would prove iOefie^a!, and only fervtf 
to involve me in frefli altercations, which 
I Was willing to avoid. The station of 
Patna being the tnoft likely quarter fctmi 
whence we are to e$tpe«^ trouldes, is 
UAdoubtedly the poll: of honor, and as 
fuch, from my rank, I had Ae bdil tide 
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any 
ill behavior on my part, which, what- 
ever may be the opinion of a few of the 
members, I pleafe myfelf wiA think- 
ing is not the general fenfe of the Board. 
I am happy in the pec|uahon, Aat I can- 
not 
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not now fail of redrefs, if I am deferv- 
ing thereof i and flatter myfelf, gentle^ 
rfien, if you are for continuing the Com- 
pany’s forces in that quarter, that I fliall 
have your orders to proceed thither, and 
take the command of them, unlefs you 
have any other more immediate call for 
my fervices,” 

I T will be remembered, that the rea-^ 
fon for calling major Carnac down from 
Patna in June 1761, was to put an end 
•to the difputes with the Nabob; and his 
application to go back at this time, when 
dilputes were growing every day; has all 
the appearance of his wifliing to make 
them worfe, and to be more at hand to 
aft in concert with Mr. Ellis to that end. 

confultation of the i8th of Fe- 
bruary has a letter from the Patna fac- 
tory, which thews they were ready e- 
nough to. make ufe of their own force* 
without waiting for our orders. 



a06 ^ N A R R A T I V E /Af- 


Gopy a Ijetter from the Chief and Com* 
cil at Patna to the Board., 


it 


Dearth fome years ago, 
had very near proved fatal to our 
troops here, made it necelTary that ibme 
precaution jihould be taken to avoid, as 
muph as ppffible, our experiencing the 
like dillrqfs in future j for this purpofe, 
Mr. Amyatt, then chief of this fa(^ory, 
eilablifhed a gunge, where our people 
have ever fince been amply fupplled with 
provifions at cheaper rates than they can 
be elfewhere, and at the fame time pre- 
vented them falling into the numerous 
broils that muft daily happen, from their 
being obliged to feek their fiiftenance in 
the different markets of the city. Ad- 
vantages well known to every person 
who has refided any time at Patna. 

. This gungethePrefident agreed with 
the Nabob ihould be aboliflied j and in 
Hs head, he defired the chief to lay up 
io,doo maunds of grain on account of the 
Company ; which we, however, have 
thought moft proper to defer, not chU- 

fing 
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fing to put our employers to what we 
deem an unneceffary and unprofitable 
rifle, without the landlion of your or- 
ders. The encouragement given Nobit 
Roy on this occafion, has induced him 
to feize and carry away by force all the 
dealers of this gunge, to detain boats 
loaded with our own particular property 
having duftucks, and to fend the chief 
word, that he will not fuffer a further 
importation of grain. He has likewife 
publickly punifhed three boatmen, who 
have been long employed in this fervice j 
and made proclamations through the city, 
that whoever brings grain to the Englilh 
fliall be treated in the fame manner j 
which can be conftrued in no other light,i 
than a <ietermination to diftrefs us in the 
moft tender point, viz. that of the necel^ 
faries of life. 

After fuch infolence on his part, 
an pbfervance of pun<Stilios on ours would 
be truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly 
fubjfeft' us to the imputatipn of being 
wanting in our duty to thofe we ferve, 
as well as tP thofe comniitted to our 

charge. 
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charge. We ihall therefore ufe as little 
ceremony in releailog our boats, as he 
does in feizing them, avoiding at the 
£une time any kind of ofFence, but adt« 
iiig coniiilently with the firil great |aw 
of nature. I|i the interim we (hall ex- 
pedt your orders.’* 

The fubjedt of this letter was relerv 4 
ed to be confidered along with the other 
difputed points, and the fcdlowing plan 
was fettled for condud^ing the debate. 

“First, To colledt the opinion of 
the Board, on the regulations fettled with 
the Nabob by the Prehdent. 

Secondly, To determine on the 
Patna letter refpeding the Burbnnna 
gate, the entrenehment >y the water- 
fide, and the gunge. 

Thirdly, On the dilpoiition of the 
troops, and major Carnac’s letter.” 

The 19th, the firmauna and grants 
not being ready, only the fecond article 
of the plan was confedered, viz. Whe-. 

ther 
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ther the Nabob {hould be permitted to 
fliut up one of the g^ltes of the Patna 
city ; and to clofe the breach between 
the wall and the river; and whether 
Mr. Ellis ihould keep his gunge. The 
opinioas were as follows. 

Extract of a Confultation of the i()tb of 
February, 1763. 

** T^EAD the following minute de- 
Av livered in by the Prefident. 

^he Prefdenfs Minute, 

In order rightly to underftand the quef- 
tion relative to theBurbunna gate, and the 
intrenchment by the water- fide, it is 
neceflfary to defcribe the fituation of the 
places, and to refer to what paflTed on 
this fubjedt laft year. 

The city of Patna extending itfelf 
above two miles from eaft to weft along 
by the river-fide has two principal gates, 
one at the eaft end, the other at the 
weft. Between the weftern gate and 
the river-fide is the Burbunna gate, or 
rather wicket, being a fmall entrance 
into a very narrow ftrcet j and the En’g- 
VoL. II. U • liih 
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lifti factory being fituated on the river- 
side, about two or three hundred yards to 
the weftward of the city walls, and from 
this gate-way, ufed to find a conveni- 
ence in this entrance, as the principal 
wellern gate is a full half mile from 
the fadlory. The city is furrounded by 
a wall and ditch, except by the river- 
fide. The north-eaft angle is clofed by 
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s pa- 
lace, which extends itfelf into the river, 
fo that there is no palTage by it. At the 
north- weftend is a baftion,calledtheMoo- 
tanee baftion, between which, and the 
river, was an open palTage into the town. 

In the month of February, 1762, 
feveral men of captain Carftairs’s party 
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje- 
bullub, then Naib of Patna, to defire 
he would give orders to prevent any of 
our foldiers from going into the city. 
Rajebullub acquainted the Nabob with 
Mr. Ellis’s delire ; and received orders 
from him to Shut all the gates and out- 
lets of the city, except the call and weft- 
gates, of which'*’he advifed Mr. Ellis, 

and 
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•and defired, that he would order that 
in9ne of the Europeans fliould go into 
the city ; and that fuch of the people of 
the factory as had bufinefs there, fhould 
enter by the weftern gate. Mr. Ellis 
wrote to Rajebullub in anfwer, that 
the Ihutting the Burbunna wicket would 
put a ftop to all the bufinefs of the fac- 
tory, and that therefore he muft not fhut 
it ; and, at the fame time, he reprefen t- 
ed to the Board, the inconvenience that 
would attend the fliutting it, the weft- 
gate being diftant from the factory at 
leaft half a mile and mentioned, that 
Rajebullub had begun to raife a wall 
from the baftion, next the fadtory down 
to the river, thereby to prevent all com- 
munication ; infomuch, that no boat 
could track up to the factory ; and that 
the confequence of allowing it, would 
be the obliging all boats to pull up the 
other fide of the river. At the fame 
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent 
the Burbunna wicket being ftiut, or the 
outlet by the water- fide doled. In 
confultation of the 2 2d of February, I 
U 2 was 
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was defired by the Board to write to the 
Nabob, to requeft him to order the Bur- 
bunna gate to be left open j and in the 
letter to Mr. Ellis, where he is acquaint- 
ed with this refolution, it is added, that 
he fhould prevent the wall, or breaft- 
work being carried on by the river-fide, 
fo far as it might obftrudt boats tracking 
up on that fide of the river. Agreeably 
to the refolution of the Board, I wrote 
to the Nabob, defiring he would order 
the Burbunna wicket to be left open for 
the convenience of our fadlory ; and 
the Nabob gave orders accordingly. 

Thus the affair refted till I came to 
Mongheer, when the Nabob reprefent- 
ed the inconvenience of having thofe two 
outlets left open. That the feepoys, 
and other people of the factory, often 
came into the town by thofe ways, quar- 
relled with the inhabitants, and plunder- 
ed or ill-treated them, and efcaped again 
to the factory, without its being poflible 
to bring them to juftice j and that be;^ 
fides, the town could not be in a ftate of 
defence, until the paffage by the river- 

fid« 
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fide was fecured.” As I was going to 
Patna, I told the Nabob I fhould be a 
better judge when I had feen the placp 
myfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I 
took a view of the places with Mr. Ellis. 
The Burbunna gate was no doubt a con- 
venience to fuch of the fervants of the 
fadiory as refided in the city j but to 
go round by the weflernrgate is not a 
greater inconvenience, than every perfon 
who has to do with a fortified town mull 
fubmit to, nor do I find that the Com- 
pany carry on any bufinefs in the city ; 
and as to the opening between the Moo- 
tanee baftion and the river, it is fuch an 
one, as no perfon, who has the charge of 
a fortified place, would on any account 
fuflfer. So far from being fecured by the 
Englifh fadtory, I can alTert, that it 
would be very eafy for an enemy to pafs 
by the fadtory by night, and enter the 
town before any alarm could be given. 
Befides, the fadlory itfelf, which is in 
no refpedt like a fortification, might be 
taken by an enemy, and the city there- 
by expofed to certain deftrudlion, if 
U 3 this 
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this palTage muft be left open ; a cafe 
which though not likely to happen, yet 
ought certainly to be guarded againll. 
As. to the difficulty of boats going up by 
the river-fide, it is a mere exaggeration, 
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis's dif- 
fertations on thefe fubjedts. Boats will 
have only to row or warp a few yards at 
the well end, as they are already obliged 
to do at the eaft end, where, as I have before 
obferved, the * Kella Hops the paffage, 
and where I faw boats pafs up without 
the leall difficulty; and it is well known, 
that there are very many places between 
this and Patna, where boats cannot track 
on account of the junguls, the fteep- 
nefs of the banks, or other obllrudlions. 
Finally, as the city belongs to the Na- 
bob, and he is anfwerable for the charge 
of it, and for the perfons and proper- 
ties of the inhabitants, he has an un- 
doubted right to fortify it in any manner 
he pleafes. Thefe my fentiments I ex- 
plained fully to Mr. Ellis ; and Nobit 
Roy having applied to me on the fub- 
jedl, I gave him*^n anlwer, of which 

applica- 


* The citadel or palace. 
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application and anfwer, the following 
are copies.” 

From Nobit Roy, Naib of Patna, to 
the Governor. 

** Ty Y reafon of the paffage by the 
-U' water-fide, and the wickets of 
the fort being open to the town, it could 
not properly be taken care of. I therefore 
fhut up the wickets, and left the eaft 
and weft-gates for people to pafs in and 
out. Yet the inconveniencies will not 
be remedied, until the Burbunna wick- 
et, and the paffage by the water-fide, 
arc alfo ftopped up. Had the paffage of 
the Burbunna wicket, &c. been ftopped, 
how could the Boujepoor thieves and 
prifoners have made their efcape ? The 
paflage and wickets being open, renders 
it impollible for me to protect the town, 
and is a means of difturbance in my af- 
fairs, of contempt on the government, 
and of infecurity to the fort. As the 
care of the fbrt is a neceffary work, and 
the regulation of it is my bufinefs, it 
therefore belongs to me alfo to ftiut up 

U 4 the 
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the wickets, and the palTage. If I am 
prevented from doing this, what is the 
advantage of my flaying here ?” 

From the Governor to Nobit Roy. , 

** J Understand what you write a- 
bout fhutting up the Burbunna 
gatd, and the pafTage by the river-fide, 
and I have feen the two places you fpeak 
of. The flopping up the pafTage by the 
river-fide is a very proper work j as to 
the fliutting up the gate, although there 
feems to be no great neceffity for it, 
and the going round about, will be an 
inconvenience to the fadl(?ry ; yet, as it 
is the Nabob’s order, do it whenever you 
think proper, no one will interrupt you,” 

' Remark on the Prudent's Minute. 

“Major Carnac begs leave to obferve, 
in anfwer to that part of the Prefident’s 
minute, in vindication of the Nabob’s 
flrengthening that part of the city fb 
clofe to our factory, that it cannot be 
necefTaty, unlefs he means to flrengthen 
jt againfl the fadlory itfelf, which he 
perfuades himfel^ the majority of the 

Board 
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Board will look upon as .a greater fecu- 
rity to that end of the city, than the 
temporary trifling works now thrown 
up by the Nabob. 

'The Opinions of the Council. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that the 
Nabob ought to be wrote to open the 
gate, and throw down the pallifadoes, 
and fuch part of the intrenchment as 
pbftrudts the tracking of the boats to 
the fadlory on that fide of the river. 

MR.MARRioTTisof thefameopinion. 

Mr. Hay is of the fame opinion, with 
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes 
to comply with the Prefident’s defire, 
Mr. Ellis fliould then have orders to o- 
pen the gate, and throw down fo much 
of the intrenchment as obftrufts the paf- 
fage of boats. 

Mr. Johnstone is of opinion, that 
the (hutting up the Burbunna gate, and 
making the trench and pallifadoe into 
the river, could be of no fervice for the 
fecurity of the town againA a foreign e- 
nemy, whilft the Nabob depends on us 
as his friends j and that it remarks, in this 
jiipe of tranquillity, a diftruft of us in 

particular. 
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particular, anct has been lb underftood 
by every body in thofe quarters, and i® 
coniidered as an advantage gained over 
our Chief, in a point hitherto difputed? 
with the Nabob, though never delired 
by his prcdeceflbr. To keep up our cre- 
dit, therefore, and for the great conve- 
nience it is, and ever has been to our 
factory, he thinks the Nabob foould 
be addrelTed, as the general fentiments 
of the Board, to reftore things to the 
lituation they were in before i and if he 
refufes, that Mr. Ellis Ihould be im- 
powered to do it himfelf. 

Mr. Haftings’j Opinion. 

As every occafion foould be avoided 
of alarming the people of the country, 
with the appearances of diftruft or con- 
tention between the Nabob and us, and 
as it has been deemed, that the cafes 
now in debate have fuch a tendency, Mr. 
Haftings is of opinion, that the Preli- 
dent ihould write to the Nabob, and 
dehre him to caufe the Burbunna gate 
to be opened, and the intrenchments 
by the river-lide m^depalT^le for boats i 
but he fees no occafion for fending a 

publick 



TranJaSiions in Bengal. 29^ 

publick order to the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, to efFedt either by force, nor does 
he think it can be done, without a mani- 
feft violation of our treaty of alliance 
with the Nabob, as he has the foie au- 
thority to take fuch meafures, for the re- 
gulation or ftrcngthening of his own 
fortified city, as he thinks proper, whilit 
he encroaches upon none of our known 
rights. 

Mr. Cartier begs leave to obferve, 
that never having been at Patna, he can 
form no other judgment as to the af- 
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir- 
cumftance of its being Ihut, than what 
he has been informed of, by the letters 
from Patna. From them he finds the 
fervants of the fadory have now no con- 
venient communication with the city, 
as likewife their holpital 5 that the fliut- 
ting up the gate is a matter of pique, and 
intended to affront Mr. Ellis; and if 
him, confequently the nation ; and muft 
have been confidered in that light by the 
inhabitants of Patna, who, apprehenfivc 
of the confequences, many have left their 

houfes, 
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houfes, and carried their families to other 
parts j that this proceeding has raifed a 
notion in the country of our little at- 
tachment to the Nabob, which he has 
very imprudently encouraged by the fuf- 
picions he leems to harbor in his mind, 
and adling in a manner fo contrary to 
that confidence he ought to place in us j 
that our attachment to him is his foie 
fecurity and fafe-guard, which, if once 
lellened, or even fulpedled to be fo, 
might probably have the worll of confe- 
quences on his affairs j that for his ow:n 
fafety, and freeing the country from dif- 
turbances, it ought to be a point infift- 
cd upon, that the faid gate fhould be 
opened, more particularly as it was the 
only one of the city left open, during* 
the troubles of three years in that pro- 
vince, and no danger from its being conti- 
nued to be fo in a time of profound peace, 
can poffibly be dreaded ; and if the Pre- 
fident’s application on this head is not 
complied with, that directions fhall ba 
fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that 
“part of the intrenchment to be thrown 

down> 
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down, that is a real inconvenience to 
the fadlory. 

’ Mr. Billers is of opinion with Mr. 
Cartier. 

Mr. Batson confiders the fliutting 
up of the Burbunna gate, and the in- 
trenchments raifed by the Nabob againft 
our fa(Story, as an indignity defigned us, 
and really an adt of hoftility j he is there- 
fore of opinion, that the gate fliould be 
ordered to be left open as formerly, and 
fo much of the intrenchment removed, 
as Mr. Ellis and the Council may judge 
for the fafety and convenience of our 
fadtory ; and we iliould write to the Na- 
bob to give orders for the above purpofes j 
which, if he refufes to comply 'with, Mr. 
Ellis ihould be ordered to execute them. 

Major Carnac’j Opinion. 

B Y the Burbunna gate has been, time 
out of mind, a communication between 
the city and fadlory j therefore the Na- 
bob’s ordering it to be ihut up, cannot 
but argue in him an indifpofition to- 
wards us, efpecially as the works exe- 
cuting there, carry all the appearance of 

a delire 
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a defire to ftrengthen himfelf on the fide 
next to us j nor does it appear, that any 
advantage or conveniency will refult to 
the Nabob, from the flopping this com- 
munication ; and the reafon principally 
infifted on feems to be, that the Na- 
bob is mafler of his own city, and may 
do as he pleafes. The fame might with 
equal juflice be given, for his refuting 
to allow any entrance whatever to the 
Englifh into the city s he has done the 
next thing to it, rendered our admiflion 
as inconvenient as poffible to us. Be- 
fides, the gentlemen at Patna aflure us, 
their boats will, from the obflrudions 
now made, be expofed to great rifques. 
The major is therefore of opinion, that 
the Nabob fhould be wrote to, in the 
mofl prefling manner, and a reprefentation 
made to him, that the fhutting the Bur- 
bunna gate, cannot fail creating, through- 
outthc country, the perfuafion that he and 
the Englifh are upon bad terms, which 
it is equally his bufinefs as ours to pre- 
v«it ; that therefore to remove any fufpi- 

cions- 
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cions of this nature, we muft infill upon 
that gate being again opened, and that 
part of the city be left in its ufual Hate. 
If after fuch a reprefentation, the Nabob 
continues obftinate, the major thinks ibe 
Board will be juftified in giving order 
to Mr. Ellis to open that communica- 
tion; and the Nabob will have only 
himfelf to blame, for having reduced us 
to that neceffity. 

Mr. Amyatt declares. That of his 
own knowledge this gate has been kept 
open for thefe nineteen years pall, and was 
the only one of the city which was open 
during the time of the two lieges of 
Patna, as being elleemed a necelTary 
communication with the factory, by the 
guns whereof it was covered ; that he 
therefore imagines, the lliutting of it 
up mull proceed either from a pique 
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention . to dimi- 
nilh the Englilli influence in the coun- 
try. That for thefe reafons, and as it is 
attended with great inconvenience to qs, 
and no advantage to the Nabob, -he a- 
agrees in opinipn with Mr. Hay in re- 
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gard to opening it, and removing the 
intrenchment by the water-fide. 

Major AiJams is of opinion, thlat 
the fliutting of this gate is of no advan- 
tage to the Nabob ; that fo far from 
ftrengthening the city, he thinks it ra- 
ther contributes to Aveaken it, and has 
an appearance of a jealoufy fubfifting, 
which may be prejudicial to the Compa- 
ny’s affairs, and to the Nabob himfelf j 
and that therefore the Prefident ought to 
write to the Nabob, to infifl upon the 
gates being opened, and a neceflary paf- 
fage left from the intrenchment for the 
tracking of boats.” 

A Letter to the Nabob was then 
prepared according to the opinion of the 
Board, and according to the ufual courfe 
went under the hand and feal of the Pre- 
fident j which being the form prefcribed 
by the Court of Directors for the coun- 
try correfpondence I always obferved, al- 
though the letter on this, and many o- 
ther occalions, was contrary to my own 
fentiments. The following is a copy of 
' the 
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the letter wrote the Nabob in confe- 
quence of the foregoing refolutions. 

To the Nabob, February 19, 1763. 

“ nr* H E chief and council of the 
JL Patna fadrory have reprefented* 
to me and the Council of Calcutta, that 
by fhutting up the Burbimna gate or 
wicket of the city, all the fervants of the 
fadlory are fubjedled to great inconveni- 
ence in going to and from their houles, 
and the Company's bufinefs impeded ; 
and further, that by carrying on a wall 
or intrenchment from the baftion to the 
water-fide, boats are prevented from 
tracking up to the factory, and will be 
obliged to pull up on the other fide, 
which will be a great inconvenience to 
the bufinefs of the Company, and the 
gentlemen of the factory. And as it ap- 
pears, that the Burbunna gate has al- 
ways been open for twenty years paft ; 
and that during the troubles when the 
city was befieged, the faid gate was of 
particular fervice, as afliftance went by 
that road from the factory for the de- 

VoL. II. X fence 



396 Nai^rativjs of the 

fepcQ of the city; and the fliutting it 
up at this time has not a good appear- 
ance, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy m 
the minds of the people, and fills the 
inhabitants with apprehenfions, as if 
there fubfifted not a perfect friendflhip 
between you and the Company ; and as 
fuch reports are equally prejudicial to 
your affairs, and the Company’s, and it 
is unreafonable you fhould lay any ob- 
ftrudlions in the way of the Company's 
bufinefs, or that of the fervants of the fac- 
tory : it is therefore thought very impro-^ 
per, on all accounts, to fhut up the faid 
gate; and I write to you therefore, accord- 
ing to the advice of the Council, to defire 
you will order it to' be kept open as be- 
fore, as reports of this kind to preju- 
dice or diminiih the Company’s name 
will not be admitted ; and that you will 
order the wall or intrenchment from the 
bafiion to the river-fide to be made in 
fuch a manner, that there may be room 
for the boat people to track up the boats. 
As your compliance herewith can be at- 
tended with noJofs or hindrance to your 

affairs. 
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affairs, it is neceffary that you immedi- 
ately give orders accordingly, that the 
people may fee there is an entire confi- 
dence and' friendfhip between you and 
the Company, and all jealoufies and! ap- 
prehenfions may be removed.*’ 

The reafoning of the Council upon: 
the foregoing fubjedt amounts to this, 
that to fhut up the gate of the city, and 
clofe the breach or paffage between 
that and the river, would have an ap- 
pearance of a jealoufy or difagreement 
between the NaboT> and the Company } 
wherefore he fhould be wrote to in a 
peremptory manner to keep them open } 
and if he did not comply, Mr. Ellis 
Ihould open them by force. A mofi: ex- 
traordinary method for removing all ap- 
pearance of jealoufy and difagreement ! 
With refpe<ft to the gunge, the whole 
Board agreed with me in the impropri- 
ety of Mr. Ellis’s keeping it ; and the 
following refolution was made. 
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tt With refpedl to the gunge, it is 
unanimoufly agreed by the Board, that 
inftead thereof, a limited number of 
licenced thopkeepers fhall be ellablifh- 
ed, to fupply with provifions the bazars 
of the army and the factory j that they 
lhall not however become a gunge, or 
wholefale market, but eredl their fliops 
and ftorehoufes in fuch place, as lhall 
be agreed on between the chief and No- 
bit Roy ; and fuffer the ufual culloms 
to be colledted by a droga on the part of 
the government ; and that all this being 
done, the prefent gunge is to be re- 
moved.” 

The next confultation the 22d, was 
taken up with reading the firmauns and 
grants ; and it was agreed, that the fe- 
veral members Ihould prepare their opi- 
nions upon the regulations I had made 
with the Nabob j and the extent of the 
privileges of our private trade, by way 
of anfwer to the following fix quef- 
tions. 


** First, 
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« First, Whether by the firmaun, 
and fubfequent treaties, we have a right 
to trade in every article, whether for 
foreign or inland trade, duty free ? 

Second, Whether any duties ought 
to be paid to the country government 
on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, or any o- 
ther articles ? 

Third, Whether the Company’s 
duftuck fhall be for the future granted 
for fuch articles ? 

Of late the trade of fait from Calcut- 
ta, up the country, has been carried on 
by the Englifli inhabitants in general, 
who, having firft paid the duties at Hoog- 
ly, and having got the fougedar’s duf- 
tuck or rowana, had then a palTport or 
certificate from the Prefident to accom- 
pany it. 

Fourth, Whether certificates Ihould 
in future be granted to any but the Com- 
pany’s fervants ? 

Fifth, Whether theEnglifh gomaf- 
tahs, in any part of the three provinces, 
{hall be fubjedt in any manner to the 
X 3 cpntroul 
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controul of the officers of the countiy 
government, and how far ? 

Sixth, If not, how are we to regu- 
late the difputes that may happen be- 
twixt them and the country government, 
and particularly in thofe parts where we 
have no fadtory ?” 

At the fame confultation (the 22d 
of February) was read the following let- 
ter of complaint from Luckypoor. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to 
tbe Governor and Council. Dated Fe- 
bruary 1 6, 1763. 

T Addressed you the 14th inftant, 
A and informed you, that the houfes 
of Golam Hoffein and Mahomed Gazy, 
fervants of this fadtory, were befet by 
Aga Nazam, Mahomed Allee’s deputy 
at Jugdea. I have fince received intelli- 
gence, that on the 12th inftant, Aga 
Nazam had fummoned thefe people tQ 
furrender on that day j the confequence 
©f which tva®, the mother and filter took 
poifpn, but inftant relief being given 
them, they are y 5 t alive 1 the reft found 

means 
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means to efcape by a back door, and 
left their houfes to the mercy of Aga 
Nazam, who of courfe has plundered 
and deftroyed them. One of the women 
that efcaped has been brought to-bed 
but a few days 3 what is become of 
her, the infant, and other women, I 
cannot tell, but have fent people to en- 
quire after them. I muft inform you, 
that thefe two men are of a confiderable 
family, who have always been much 
refpedled in the country, and remarkable 
for their attachment to the Engliih, par- 
ticularly in the year 1756, when they 
afforded protedlion and afliflance to our 
fervants, at a time that it was refufed 
by the French, and every one elfe at 
Jugdea. I inclofe you a letter, which 
I received from Syed Buddull Cawn, a 
fougedar, appointed by Mahomed Alice 
in thefe diftridts, to whom I wrote on 
this occafion, by which this adt feems 
to have been done by Mahomed Alice’s 
diredlions. I alfo enclofe to you copies 
of two letters from Syed Buddul Cawn, 
and Aga Nazam, to Golam. Hoffein ai>d 
X 4 Mohc- 
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Mahomed Gazy, recommending the lat- 
ter, to quit the Englifli employ, if he 
experts to have any favor ihewn hiiii. 
By thefe letters, and other circumftances 
it appears, that their being fervants of 
the Englifli, is the foie caufe of their 
misfortunes. Therefore, I have affur- 
ed them, that you will not fail of ob- 
taining all poffible redrefs ; and what 
further particulars I may be able to learn 
of this affair, I will hereafter communi- 
cate to you. 

Our cloth bufinefs intheManorgunge 
perganah, where feveral of the Compa- 
ny’s fortments are made, is entirely put 
a ftop to by one Comar Allee Wadadar 
there, and our gomaftahs and other fer- 
vants have been obliged to return to 
Luckypoor, leaving a large fum out- 
ftanding, in the pykars and weavers hands. 
This Comar Allee is the perfon who or- 
dered, by publick beat of tom-tom, that 
none of his tenants fhould, at their pe- 
ril, tranfadt any bufinefs with the Eng- 
i lifh, of which Mr. Billers advifed you, 
in his addrefs of the 22d ultimo. 


To 
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T o what we have from time to time 
alledged againft Mahomed Alice, give 
the leave to obferve, that his rapacious 
cruelty is fo confpicuous, in the unheard- 
of oppreffive meafures, taken by him in 
the perganahs hereabouts, and fo parti- 
cularly aim at thofe people that are, and 
have been in our employ, or any way 
negotiating with us j that it feems his 
defign is, to the utmoft of his power, to 
throw every obftacle in our way in the 
courfe of trade, both Company’s and 
private, but more particularly the latter, 
that a powerful inveterate enemy can 
fuggeli. How far we have fuffered in 
our private concerns, is partly known to 
you, by the account tranfmitted you by 
Mr. Billers. Several of our boats have 
lince that been flopped on various pre- 
tences, although we have paid the Na- 
bob’s duties as in former times. 

Yesterday advife was brought me, 
that fome people belonging to the go- 
vernment were meafuring our grounds, 
in order to take pofieffion of them, and 
had demanded rents from our tenants. I 

immediately 
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immedintely fent a few fcepoys and pe- 
ons, who, this morning, brought in two 
of the principals employed on this oc- 
cafion. Soon after I had feized thefe 
people, a number of men colledted them- 
lelves together, and have been plunder- 
ing the houfes of our tenants, and car- 
ried away their cattle, &c. This has 
obliged me to fend a ftrong party of 
feepoys to the extent of our bounds, to 
prevent any further infults of the kind. 
I thought it neceffary to inform you of 
this circumftancc, as I imagine it will 
be reprefented in a very different light 
by Mahomed Alice’s party.” 

V 

Upon this it was refolved to feizethc 
three officers of the government com- 
plained againft j in which refolution I 
agreed j for as the queftion was now, 
whether the acting perfons complained 
ttgainft fhould be feized, or war made 
dlredtly with the Nabob himfelf; I con- 
curred in the former, as I yet did not 
doubt but the Nabob would fubmit to 
ahy terms, that ftiould be propofed to 



TranfaSitons in Bengal. 315 

him by the Council, rather than enter 
into a war. 

*The next confultation (the ift of 
March) the opinions of all the members 
were delivered in upon the fix quellions 
propofed the 22d of February. The 
majority declared the extent of the pri- 
vileges of our private trade to be unli- 
mited, and that the duties which had 
hitherto been paid to the country govern- 
ment on fait, and fome other articles, 
were only a compliment which might 
be continued or not, as we pleafed. This 
pretenfion muft appear to all reafonable 
men as unjuft as it was new ; for who 
can fuppofe the Mogul emperor meant 
by his firmaun, to give us a right to trade 
from place to place in the center of his 
own country upon a better footing than 
his own fubjeits ? His granting us an 
exemption from cuftoms, upon our fo- 
reign or ftiipping trade is natural, becaufe 
it was attended with the double advan- 
tage of giving vent to the manufadlures 
of his dominions, and importing bullion 
and other ufeful commodities. Much 

has 



3i6 Narrative of the 

has already been faid upon this fubjedl, 
and we will come now to the feveral 
opinions of the members of the Board, 
which were as follows. 

4 

FjXtraSi of Confultationof the iji ^March, 
1763. 

** yf R. W ATTS is of opinion, in 
A V-i- anfwer to the queftions propof- 
cd laft Council day. 

First, That by the firmauns and 
hulbul hookums, the Englilh Eaft India 
Company have an undoubted right to 
trade in every article produced in the In- 
doftan empire, either for foreign or in- 
land trade j and that duftucks ought to 
be given with any articles ; and that Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Allee Cawn, in his 
treaty, has very particularly confirmed 
the fame for the provinces, under the 
fubahdarree of Bengal. 

Second, That duties ought not to be 
paid to the country government on fait, 
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any articles that 
have a duftuck with them. 


Third, 
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Third, That duftucks be granted 
with fuch articles for the future. 

’Fourth, That no paflports or certi- 
ficates fhould be granted to Company’s 
fervants or others, but that fait have a 
dufluck with it, if the foie property of a 
Company’s lervant, but not to other 
Englifla inhabitants. 

Fifth, That the Prefident, in his let- 
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri- 
vilege which the Company enjoyed by 
this firmaun j and therefore he continues 
in the fame fentiments, as in the conful- 
tation of the 17th of January. 

Sixth, That fubjedting our Englifh 
gomaftahs to the country government, 
would entirely prevent us from carrying 
on our trade j nor is there any necefllty' 
for any regulations in thole parts where 
we have an Englifli fadlory; but in the 
dillant parts of the provinces fomething 
is necellary to be ellablilhed, as well for 
preventing our gomaftahs from being 
guilty of oppreffions to the country peo-' 
pie, as to keep the officers of the go- 
vernment from behaving in the manner 



5i8 a Narrative of the 

they have lately done. That this point 
can only be fettled betwixt the Nabob 
and us. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
the Prefident ought to have waited till 
he could have received an anfwer from 
the Board, before he wrote the letter 
to the Nabob, as no paragraph of the 
Board’s letter to the Prefident appears to 
authorize him to conclude a treaty with- 
out their approbation, unlefs their wil- 
lingnefs to have affairs fettled with 
the Nabob on a folid balls, with the fe- 
curity of our rights and privileges, be 
conllrued into that fenfe, which he does 
not imagine was the intention of the 
Board. That in regard to the treaty it- 
felf, it differs far from our firmaun and 
funnuds granted in confequence of our 
treaties with Serajah Dowla and JafRer 
Allee Cawn, particularly in giving up 
our right of granting duftucks for in-i- 
land trade (though fome few articles 
may have been denied us trading in 
by the country government, unlefs wc 
paid duties on them) notwithftanding 



TranfoBions in Bengal. 319 

our Honorable Maftera ftrongly recom- 
mend the being jealous of our firmaun 
pfivileges j and alfo in fubmitting our 
gomaftahs and dependents to be under 
the government’s jurifdidion, and liable 
on eveiy occafion to be called before 
their courts, which is greatly deroga- 
tory to the Englifli name, and muft take 
from us that fway we ought to have in 
the country, without which no bufinefs 
will be able to be carried on; and will 
greatly prejudice not only the quality 
and quantity, but alfo inhance the price 
of every article of the Company’s in-^ 
veflment. That fo far from fubmitting 
o.ur gomaftahs and dependents to the go- 
vernment’s courts of judicature, our fir- 
maun exprefly orders all our dependents 
that are indebted to us and run away, to 
be immediately delivered up to us ; and 
that the government’s people fhould give 
us all the afliflance they can on fuch an oc- 
cafion, in order to recover our demands. 

That in regard to exchange of mo- 
ney, as we have an undoubted right to 
coin ficcas from our firmaun and fun- 
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nudsy we ought to infift on thofe we coin 
fhould pafs ; but to obviate any lofs that 
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif^- 
ferent mint at another place, we Hiould 
get ftamps of the feveral mints where 
we have occafion to lend money, and 
coin with thofe llamps accordingly. 

For thefe realbns, I entirely diffent 
to the treaty. The ill confequences mull 
now appear too plain every where, it be- 
ing a dangerous lyftem to truft the go- 
vernment’s people with fo great a power. 
Their character of being rapacious and 
tyrannical would, I thought, have been 
well known to every one. I am further 
of opinion, the faid letter of the Preli- 
dent to the Nabob Ihould be demand- 
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences 
may arife from it. 

I N reply to the diiferent articles pro- 
pofed by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of 
opinion, that by the firmaun and fubfe- 
quent treaties, we have a right to trade 
in foreign and inland articles of trade, 
if a dircift affertion is a fufRcient proof, 
and not one lingl<^article of trade pro--- 

hibited 
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kibited* U8 by the firmaun, &c. That 
the government denying us to trade in 
a few articles^ without we pay duties on 
them, is ufurping an authority they for- 
merly were forbid, as by the tenor of 
the firmaun it appears j that further u- 
furpations, and limiting our trade, were 
attempted by Aliverdee Cawn’s minif- 
ters, in refpedt of paying duties on fu- 
gar j £uid which the Company remon- 
ftrate much againft, and defirc we will 
take care thefe things may not be brought 
into a precedent j which Ihews the opi- 
nion they entertained of thefe encroach- 
ments } and by their feveral regulations 
and orders concerning duftucks, it plain- 
ly appears, they only meant their fer- 
vants ihould not cover any black mer- 
chants goods, or others, that had not the 
privilege of a duftuck j and by that means 
defraud the government of the duties 
they would otherwile have colledtcd on 
the faid merchants goods ; which in cafe 
of being detected, might have been a 
plea for Hopping the Company’s bufi- 
nefs, and embroiling their affairs. 

VoL. II. y That 
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T H A T in confequence of the go- 
vernment’s collecting a duty on fait, 
which we for the moft part have acqui- 
efced in, a duty Ihould be paid them at 
one place, and a ftated fum for each 
hundred maunds, at the rate the Moor 
merchants pay, and the fait pafs with 
the Company’s duftuck (more particu- 
larly as it is the produdt of their own 
jagheers) and the collector’s of the faid 
duties receipt for the fame; after 
which the boats not to be detained at 
any gaut orchokey, further than to give 
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our 
duftuck. That, as the Company’s duf- 
tuck has been granted- for beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, they are articles we Ihould 
not give up, but continue the Compa- 
ny’s duftuck for thofe articles according- 
ly-. That our acquiefcing in paying du- 
ties on fait, ought to be looked on as a 
conceffion on our parts, as the demand- 
ing them is certainly an infringement of 
our firmaun privileges j but as the other 
fubahs have received them, the Nabob 
has cuftom to^ plead for his receiving 

them 
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them alfo j and as we have fupported 
him in all his antient privileges, we 
ought to continue this to him, that it 
might not be detrimental to his revenues. 

That the granting a certificate to 
Englifli inhabitants trading in fait for 
what they purchafe, has no bad confe- 
quence attending it, as this interferes 
not with any branch of the Company’s 
trade ; and he therefore thinks the Piefi- 
dent fhould grant them to thofe who 
are not covenanted fervants. 

That the fubjediing our gomaftahsto 
the controul of the officers of the coun- 
try government, mull:, he conceives, be 
attended with the worfi: of confequences, 
as it is giving up one of ourfirmaun privi- 
leges, which muft make us efteemed 
very light in the eyes of the generality 
of people, and confequently treated with 
contempt by them, and be the means 
of depriving our gomaftahs of the influ- 
ence neceffary for carrying on the leafl: 
bufinefs. That in order to prevent our 
gomaftahs from making a bad ufe of their 
authority, and injuring or diminifiiing 
Y 2 the 
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the government’s revenues, or interfer- 
ing the leaft in them (this being one of 
the chief articles of complaint againft 
our gomaftahs) they fliould be again po- 
fitively forbid holding lands, villages, 
gunges, &c. of the government; and 
an immediate example made of thole 
that difobey ; and then no other matters 
of difpute can arife, but in thofe of 
trade when the party injured fhould 
apply for redrefs to the Chief of the 
neareft Englifli factory, who, no doubt, 
is invefted with authority fufficient to 
make the gomaftahs complained againft 
appear and anfwer to the complaint, if 
appearing true ; and a few fevere exam- 
ples made on the gomaftahs, would, I 
flatter myfelf, in a fhort time, have the 
defiredeffedt, and no injufticc be commit- 
ted by Englifh gomaftahs in future. 

Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

My reafbns for joining with the o- 
ther rhembers of th6 Board, prefent the 
1 7 th of Jan'uaity, in pafling the fcchiUre 
on the Preifid^rfl, minuted in the ctMiful- 
i: tation 
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tation of that day, are, that by the 
treaty or written fecurity that the Go- 
v^nor paffed to the Nabob, the princi- 
pal rights and privileges of the Englifh 
Company, granted them by the King’s * 
firmaun, and hufbul-hookums from 
Delly, confirmed and fully explained by 
the treatifis with Serajah Dowla, and 
Meer Jaffier Cawn, and enjoyed fmce 
thofe treaties, almoft in full, are given 
up, without, one lingle advantage gained 
for the Company 1 but, on the contra- 
ry, the total lofs of the Englifh credit 
and reputation in thefe provinces, which 
has been declining thefe two years paft, 
was the vifible confequence of this agree- 
ment to every one who faw it, and was 
the leaft acquainted with the nature of 
the country people ; and it now grieves 
me to think, that the wifefl regulations, 
and the moft flcady conduiStof this Board, 
will not be able to prevent the immedi- 
ate bad effedts of this ill concerted, and 
unauthorized proceeding of Mr. Van- 
fittart, as too plainly appears from the 
letters received, from the fubordinates, 
Y 3 and 
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and the general complaints of all our a- 
gents and gomaftahs ; which fliew thefc 
is almoft every where a flop to, or great 
incumbrances on our bufinefs ; and that 
our fervants are particularly ill ufed and 
opprelTed. 

In confidering the arguments for and 
againft the prefent treaty, entered into 
with the Nabob by the Prelident, it is 
abfolutely neceflary, to the forming a true 
judgment on the affair, that the unjuft 
methods ufed in the country courts, as 
well as the methods pradlifed by the 
country merchants in condudting their 
affairs, fhoiild be continually in your mind. 

The impoffibility of cairying on bu- 
llnefs, when fubjefted to the country 
courts, I think> muft appear plain to 
every one, when it is confidered, that 
for all fums of money recovered in them, 
you are obliged to pay, befides the ex- 
pence of the court, a chout * of twen- 
ty-five per cent, on the money recover- 
ed ; which, if the Englifh do not fubmit 
to pay, it will always be the intereft of 
the zemindars, •w&c. to decide againft 

them* 


♦ A fourth part. 
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them. This I only mention as one of 
the numberlefs grievances we fhould 
fuffer, if fubjedted to their authority. 
The country merchants are feniible of 
the impoflibility of carrying on bufinefs 
under fuch difadvantages, and are there- 
fore obliged to buy the protedlion of 
Ibme perfon of authority in the govern- 
ment (if their own influence is not fuf- 
ficient) which fets them above the reach 
of the lower zemindars of the country, 
protects them from the violence of all, 
and at the fame time gives them a kind 
of judicial authority, fo far as to confine 
the weavers and picars, when they can- 
not recover their balances from them o- 
therwife. This being well underilood, I 
imagine was the principal reafon for the 
Company’s being at fo great an expence 
in procuring their firmaun and hulbul- 
hookums, which exempt the Company 
from thofe inconveniencies ; and likewife 
of the great care that was taken to pre- 
ferve them in their full force^ by tb® 
treaties with Sersyah.Donylq,, and Me^r 
Jaflier Cawn. ; , 

Y 4 Before 
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Before I come to confider the dif-^ 
ferent articles of the treaty, it is necef- 
iary to remark, that the Governor’s af- ' 
guing, both in his letters and minutes, 
in fupport of this tranfaeftion, is on a 
fuppofition, that the greateft enormities 
have been and are committed by the Eng- 
Ji(h gomaftahs throughout the country, 
to the great detriment of the Nabob’s 
revenues and government. But that this 
has not been the cafe will, I think, 
plainly appear from the feveral complaints 
made againll them, being no further fup- 
ported, than by the afiertions of thofe by 
whom made, and whofe intereil it was 
to make complaint, as fome excufe for 
their non-payment of what was demand- 
ed of them ; whereas, if there was any 
foundation for thefe complaints, it was 
fo much in their power, and fo agreea- 
ble to the prefent government, and the 
Prefident, that they Ihould be proved, 
that they never could have wanted means 
tp have done it ; and likewife, by the 
numberlefs oppreffions that our gomaf- 
. tah^ and people have fudered throughout 

the 
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the country for many months paft ; for 
it is not to be conceived, that people 
treated in the manner they have been, 
could have it in their power to be guilty 
of thofe extravagant violences and enor- 
mities, which they are reprefented tohave 
been by Mr. Vanfittart. Thus much pre- 
mifed, I {hall now confider Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’s written fecurity, or obligation to 
the Nabob, article by article. 

In the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given 
up the right which the Company have by 
their firmaun, hulbul-hookums and fub- 
fequent treaties, of granting duilucks 
except for {hip merchandi2e, laid a tax 
of nine per cent, on all other traffick, 
and in a manner acknowledged, that the 
JEnglilh do carry on their trade by force 
or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing^ 

I THINK the Board could never have 
juftified themfelves for giving up tlie 
Company’s privileges in this ‘inkhnef; 
and of courfe that Mr. Vanfittart; mi- 
authorized as he was to ent^ into atiy 
treaty, could have no right to do’ it ; 
but fuppofe it odserwilfe,' ' hb^ ivUS if to 

be 
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be determined, which were, and which 
were not, fliip merchandize ? Mr. Van- 
littart indeed, in a fubfequent article, 
has left that to be determined by thofe 
whole intereft it muft be to determine 
them not be fo. In the arguments ufed 
for the tax of nine per cent, on the 
trade from one part of the country to 
another, it is throughout inlinuated, that 
this is lefs than what has been ufually 
paid; and Mr. Vanfittart fays, that on 
all the trade of this kind, that he has 
carried on in fait, &c. he has paid the 
country duties ; but from my own know- 
ledge, as well as enquiry, I have reafon 
to think, that of the innumerable arti- 
cles traded in, in this way, only fait and 
tobacco have paid any ; the former of 
which, by far the moft confiderable, I 
believe laft year, in a medium, did not 
pay above three per cent, although we 
fubmitted to pay the eftablifhed country 
duties. Mr. Vanfittart, on being alked 
in Council laft Tuefday, what thofe ar- 
ticles were that he meant by fait, &c. ? 
replied only falt,*kfor that he never trad- 
ed 
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ed in any other. How ill then is his 
argument fupported by his declaration 
when explained ? On the whole, I be- 
lieve, we are by this article, inftead of 
trading duty-free, which I think we 
have an undoubted right to, loaded with 
a duty more than double what is paid by 
the Dutch,- Armenians, or any people of 
the country. 

The acknowledging then in a pub- 
lick writing, that the Englifli do carry 
on their trade by force or violence, ex- 
tortion or unfair dealing, as I imagine, 
without any foundation for fuch alTer- 
tion, is fo hurtful to the reputation of 
the Englifh in this country, that I look 
on it in the fame light, that I do giving 
up the privileges of the firmaun. 

By the fecond article, contrary to 
the privileges that the Englifh enjoy by 
grants and treaties, themfelves and go- 
maftahs are fubjefted to the jurifdidtion 
of the meaneft officer that the Nabob em- 
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal. 

I FIND fo many objections of the fame 
nature as were made tothelaft, to be made 

to 
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to this, and every article of this treaty,, 
that 1 ihall only remark on the whole 
of the remaining articles, that by being 
debarred the liberty of making fait, we 
are deprived of a privilege, that every 
perlbn, Europeans and others in the 
country, have but ourfelves. 

That the giving up the right of 
coining in the different mints, is over- 
fetting a privilege granted from Delly. 

That the throwing the whole trade 
of Affam and Rangamettee into the 
hands of one perfon, is a monopoly moil 
deflruiStive to trade, and more particu- 
larly, if what Mr. Vanhttart advances be 
jufl, that the duty on cotton alone in 
that country brings in a revenue of 
40,000 rupees ; which, if you fuppofe at 
five per cent, muft be raifed on 800,000 
rupees worth; which, if thus monopo- 
lized, muft greatly raife the price of that 
iuticle, and of courfe the price of cloth. 

Upon the whole, I think the written 
iecurity fhould be demanded of tKi^ Na- 
bob, and dell:ro)fedi to prevent ih future 
times, when our*«ffair8 may not be m 

the 
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the florifliing {ituation they are at 
piefent in Bengal, in regard to force, a 
Bad uie being made of it ; for, it is pn>- 
bable, that the government would, in 
cafe of having the upper hand in the 
country, make ufe of it to invalidate the 
privileges the Englifh enjoy by their fir- 
xnaun, hufbul-hookums, and treaties. 

In anfwer to queiHon the lA, 1 fay. 
Yes. 

To queftion the 2d, No. 

T o queftion the 34, Yes. 

T o queftion the 4th, That certificates 
fhould be given after the duties are paid. 

T o queftion the 5th, Not at all. 

In anfwer to queftion the 6th, I fay, 
as formerly, agreeable to the firmaun, 
but that a plan be laid down by the 
Board, to prevent any injuries being 
done by the Englifh gomaftahs, and for 
punifhing them that are guilty, which 
I think may be well done by. a commit- 
tee appointed for that purpofe, who 
ftiould receive all complaints and ap- 
peals from fubordinates, or the agents 
reliding, with authority of the Board, in 

thofe 
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thofe quarters, and examine them ; and 
as it appears that great part, if not the 
whole, of the troubles that have hap- 
pened to the Englhh, and their gomaf- 
tahs of late, are owing to the orders fent 
over the country by the Nabob, I think 
it highly neceflary, that we have always 
a fenior fervant, refident with the Na- 
bob, who (hould be acquainted with all 
orders regarding the Englifh. This I 
think we have a tight to demand, and 
is what we (hould infift on, as it will in 
future prevent our fo long being igno- 
rant of the fource of our troubles, as 
we have lately been. 

Mr, Johnstone thinks, the Prefi- 
dent’s letter to the Nabob, containing 
the new regulations he intended to efta- 
bliih, is from 'its abjedt * ftile, as well 
as conceflions, highly difhonorable to us, 
and fuch as could not fail of ruining our 
trade and influence, and reducing us. 
lower than ever the Englifli were yet at 
any period in this country ; that the 

Prefident 

* The ftile of this “(fetter is the fame always ufed 
in addrefles to the Nabob. 
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Prefident without authority, or any ur- 
gent neceflity that yet appears, or can be 
Conceived, refigned to the Nabob thofe 
rights and privileges we are entitled to 
by the firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, 
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of 
them. I ft. By diftinguifhing the Com- 
pany’s trade from that of their fervants, 
and agreeing to an exorbitant duty of 
nine per cent, on all articles of the in- 
land trade, without diftindlion or exa- 
mination of what had ufually been paid 
on any of thofe articles at the difterent 
fubordinates, eftablifliing the rule upon 
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky- 
poor though expreflly mentioned by 
them to be more than what was paid 
at Dacca, and known to be above dou- 
ble the duty paid heretofore at Hoogly j 
and though fait was the only article in 
his own private inland trade, that the 
Prefident remembers to have ever paid 

any 

* It has been (hewn already in page 140, that 
the duty paid at Luckypoor upon fait was fifteen 
per cent, and on beetle-nut tenj whereas the regu- 
lations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent. 
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any ♦ duty on before this time, adly* In 
fubjedting the.Englifh and their gomaf* 
tabs Under the authority of the Moots 
courts of judicature, contrary to the 
privileges we have ever enjoyed, of pro- 
tedlihg thofe employed under us, and 
being ourlelves Ae judges of their ac- 
tions i the many ill conleq^uences of 
which, and the entire lofs of that cre- 
dit and pre-eminence we have ever main- 
tained, is evident to every body, of 
which we have had ample proof, fince 
the circulation of the regulations in eve- 
ry quarter, by the abufe of the power 
fo eagerly put into their hands, by the 
ftoppage of our trade, and attacks open- 
ly made on thofe entitled to our protec- 
tioh. 3dly, By prohibiting at once, with- 
out reafon, or ever confulting the Board, 
the Company’s fervants at the fadiories 
of Luckypoor, Iflamabad, &c. from 
making •j- falt-works themfelves, which 

is 

♦ I faid it w^ls the only article of inland trade 
I recollected to have ever dealt in. 

t This viras fo far from being without reafon, 
that the Board have fince agreed to eftablifh that 
very limitation which I had propofcd, finding that 
the trade could not be fo carried on without in- 
juring the rights of others. 
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is a liberty not denied to any native of 
the country j and by which their for- 
tunes have been, and are endangered, as 
no time was allowed for colledling in 
the money they had laid out ; and the 
balances due could only be recovered, by 
receiving the fait from the molungees 
they had employed. The article order- 
ing without any limitation, that all pur- 
chafes of lands, made by any of the fer- 
vants of our factories, fliould be refign- 
ed, was, I think unjuft and diflionora- 
ble to us } as if our fervants, where they 
paid the due demands to the government, 
were not entitled to our protedlion. 

The article directing, that the chiefs 
and fervants of the fadlories, are not 
to hinder the weavers and brokers of the 
government, has been confidered as giv- 
ing full power to the Nabob’s officers 
over thofe people, and may turn to the 
ruin of the Company’s inveftment, as 
appears by the proceedings of Mahomed 
Allee at the Dacca aurungs. 
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The foregoing the privilege we had 
of coining in the mints of Patna and 
Dacca, while no provifion was m^de 
fpr the currency of our liccas at thofe 
places without difcount, was yielding 
up what the Company could demand of 
right. 

Ordering all purchafes at Gwalpa-^ 
rah, to be made entirely through the 
Nabob’s droga, was an infringement of 
our rights of a free trade in that quar- 
ter, and againft the treaty with Jaffier 
Alice Cawn, by which we are free from 
being even obliged to buy by the inter- 
vention of delolls. 

The minute of the Board the lyth 
of January,, on the proceedings of the 
Prefident, therefore to me appears well 
grounded, and I think the treaty ought 
to be recovered from the Nabob and 
deftroyed, that fo bad a precedent may 
never be eilabliihed and ufed againil us. 

Next, in regard to the queftione pro- 
pofed, I think. 

First, That by virtue of the fir- 
ipnun, hulbulchookums, and the treaties 

with 
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with Serajah Dowla and Meer Jaffier 
AUee Cawn, the Company, and their 
fervants, have a right, without any re- 
llridtion or limitations, to trade in and 
grant duftucks for every article, whether 
for foreign or inland trade. Our having 
been reftriv^ted by the power of the fu- 
bahs before the revolution, from the 
full enjoyments of thefe rights, can ne- 
ver be urged as a good argument to inva- 
lidate them, when we became powerful 
enough to aflert them. They were efta- 
blifhed as fully and clearly as could be 
expreffed in the publick treaties then 
concluded, and in funnuds and duflucks 
afterwards in confequence by Serajah 
Dowla and Jaffier Alice Cavrn, for the 
uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro’ 
the indifputable authority of the duf- 
tuck, wherever it was granted. And 
thefe funnuds were not merely for fuch 
quarters, where the Company had fac- 
tories and aurungs, but comprehended 
alfo all the diftant frontier provinces, 
where they had not the leaft trade of 
any kind, as Ruiigpoor, Poorneea, Ran- 
Z 2 gamettee. 
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gamettee, Dinagepoor, Silhet, &c. and 
Jaffier Alice Cawn yet agrees, that he 
underftood the treaty in this fenfe, that 
wherever a Company’s dufluck was grant- 
ed, no duty could ever be demanded *. 
If cuftom, and what privileges we en- 
joyed under the Moors government her 
fore the revolution, are to be eftabliihed, 
as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants, Firmaun, 
^c. there is fcarce an article of the 
gruff trade, whether for export or con- 
ftimption in Calcutta, and other places 
in the kingdom, but we muft give up ; 
for it is known, we could not profefledly 
in our own names trade in thele articles, 
tho’ willing to pay the duties and arbitrary 
extortions required on fuch occaiions. 
The various other articles of gruff are 

not 

* That Meer JafEer, when confulted on any 
point of debate between us and his fuccelTor, Ihould 
join in fuch an opinion, as was moft likely to in- 
flame and encreafe our difputes, was very natu- 
ral ; but what was his real opinion on this fubje<S, 
when hd was again placed in the government, i» 
plainy fl^om the danand which he; has ffttce made, 
tli^t wc ihould exclude ourfelvesfrom the fame trade. 
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not more particularized, or excepted in 
any treaty or Firmaun, &c. than the two 
articles of fait and tobacco; and have 
been ever fince the treaty with Serajah 
Dowla carried on with the Company’s 
duftuck. That we have acquiefced in 
paying duty on the lingle article of fait, 
and palling it with the Ihahbundar’s 
rowana at Calcutta, Dacca, and Lucky- 
poor, Ihould not now, I think, weigh 
with us to continue it, when our rights 
are called in queftion, and we are bound 
to fupport them in their full extent. A- 
bove all, as this article is the produce of 
the Company’s own lands at the Calcutta 
perganahs, Chittagong, Midnapoor, Jal- 
lafore, and Burdwan ; and as it makes a 
confiderable branch of their revenue, it 
ought as much as pollible to be prote«£ted 
and encouraged, inftead of being oppref- 
fed witl\ new taxes, exceeding above 
double what it has yet paid. As for the 
article of tobacco, no duftuck from the 
government has ever been taken, and 
the duty paid on it has never been de- 
manded) till after its arrival at Dacca ; 

Z 3 and 
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and at Coffimbuzar the Company’s duf- 
tucks have always been granted, and 
never dilputed for this article. 

‘Second, I think, therefore, that the 
government have no right to demand 
that, or any other duties where the duf- 
tuck is granted ; and that it ihould be 
now granted on fait and tobacco, as it 
has been hitherto for beetle-nut, rice, 
ghee, opium, fugar, &c. articles con- 
fumed in the country as well as exported. 

Third, Thofe £uropean_^inhabitants, 
who by the Company’s diredtions are 
not entitled to duftucks, fhould not be 
freed from paying the duties ; yet when 
thefe are difcharged, for the cafe of 
trade, I think a palTport, or certificate 
from the Prefident, might accompany 
therowana4)f the buxbunder. 

Fourth, The Englifh gomaftahs, in 
any part of the three provinces, ihould 
be fubjedted in no manner to the jurifdic- 
tion of the country government. They 
are not, in my opinion, more than.thelr 
principals to be accountable to them. I 
believe they never were, and no flep 

could 
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could poffibly have been taken more 
furely to ruin our trade, influence and 
refpeft in the . country, than acknow- 
ledging them our abfolute mailers and 
judges. The Company have ever pro- 
tected their gomailahs, and thofe of 
their fervants." While we have fubordi-^ 
nate factories, and a fixed government 
here, juftice may always be had when 
complaints are well grounded, and can 
be proved by the government’s depen*- 
dents; nor need we be ftartled with 
thofe laid before us, but fropi the fub- 
jeCt, exaggeration and groundleflhefs of 
moll of them, conceive what a Hate of 
wretched dependence we Ihouldfall into, 
were we liable to be called upon for 
every fuch like abfurd complaint, pre- 
ferred to the country government. In 
thofe more dillant quarters, where the 
Company have no factories, the trade is 
generally managed by gentlemen, who 
have had the approbation of the Board, to 
go up the country, and given leeurity 
for their good behavior j and they may 
be prefumed more to be depended f oh, 
Z 4 for 
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for determining equitably any dilputes 
about points of trade (which is all they 
Ihould, or needy , have any connedlion 
with) than any zemindarree court. An 
appeal might neverthelefs always lie 
from them to the neareft fubordinate ; 
and when fuch perfons are publickly 
known to have the permiffion and au^ 
thority of the Board, to whom they are 
accountable, they may, without any new 
regulation or innovation, carry on their 
trade to the fatisfadtion of the people, 
and without any detriment to, or inter- 
fering with, the colledtion of the revenues. 

Mr. HaftingsV Opinion. 

My name already appearing to the 
letter propofing the regulations, which 
form the fubftance of the Prefident’s let- 
ter to the Nabob, it will hardly be ex- 
pected of me to join in the harfli and 
unmerited cenfure, paft upon them by 
the members which then formed the 
Board. I at that time regarded -thefe 
regulations, not as a conceffion of any 
jiew rights to th^Nabob, but as a con- 
firmation 



^ranfaSiiont m B E N 6 A l . 545 

firmation of thofe which he held by the 
treaties already in force ; nor has any 
Uiing appeared hnce to make me change 
that opinion. 

My fentiments upon the extent of 
our duftuck, and the privilege of our 
gomaftahs, I fliall give fully hereafter^ 
obferving only in this place, that in fet- 
tling the duties on the inland trade at 
nine per cent, the Governor only fixed 
the rate, which was before variably le- 
vied with continual difputes, to the great 
detriment of the fair trader; and in this 
he adted in ftridt conformity to the plain 
and literal inftrudtions of the Board, 
whatever fenfe they were intended to 
convey. 

The Prefident has fo fully explained 
the motives and reafons for this tranfac- 
tion, that it is needlefs fot me to take 
up the time of the Board with a repeti- 
tion of them. Upon the whole, I de- 
clare it as my opinion, that the regii- 
Utions inqueftion were' calculated ih the 
beft manlier to put otir trade upon a pro- 
per footing, to difliihguii^ 6‘ur rights fi’bm 

thofe 
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thofe of the Nabob, to preferve the Engw 
liih name from reproach, and the affairs 
of the Company from fuffering by con- 
tinual difputes and contentions, in which 
they had no concern. 

To underftand the meaning of any 
treaty, where the expreflions are doubt- 
ful or defective, recourfe fhould be had 
to the circumftances of the parties con- 
cerned at the time in which they were 
made. Regarding the Firmaun in this 
light, we fhall make no fcruple to pro- 
nounce, that the Company could not, 
when they obtained that grant from the 
court of Delly, underftand it to extend 
beyond their own trade, or include pri- 
vileges, of which they could not make 
any ufe, and which (I may add) they 
never dreamt of. The commerce in 
imports and exports ever bounded (as 
of ncceflily it muft) their concerns in 
this country. For. the encouragement 
of a trade fo beneficial to the country 
and its revenues, the court, at that time 
in its 5aoft flourifhing ftate, and fupport- 
cd by Wife and able minifters, indulged 

the 
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the Company with the freedom, which 
they petitioned for, from duties. Then 
tlie trade, in fuch commodities as were 
produced and fold in the country, was 
entirely confined to the natives. They 
were either farmed out, where they were 
confiderable enough to make an article 
in the publick revenues, or circulated 
through the province by the poorer fort 
of people, to whom, whilft they afford- 
ed a fubfiftence, they at the fame time 
added to the income of the ftate, by the 
duties gathered upon them. Let us fup- 
pofe, the Company’s agents had petition- 
ed for the liberty of trading in thefe ar- 
ticles, without paying duties. Can it 
be conceived, that the government could 
have been fo blind to its own interefts, 
as to have given a privilege to ftrangers, , 
which would have enabled them to mo- 
nopolize the whole trade of the coun- 
try, to impoverifh the natural fubjefts, 
and exhaufl; the country of its wealth, 
without making any adequate return for 
it ? The privileges therefore claimed by 
the Company, and allowed by the go- 
vernment. 
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femmentj, were <M’iginally deligned by 
both, for fuch a trade only as was car- 
ried o» by the former j that is, in goods 
brought into the country, or purchafed 
in it for exportation. In effe^, it was 
ever limited to that ; nor can it be proved* 
that the duftuck was ever allowed to pafs 
for any other, from the firft attainment 
of .this grant, till the death of Serajah 
Qowla. The Company, in their Hand- 
ing orders before that time, prohibit 
their fervants from meddling with what 
we have now termed the inland trade, 
and name it illicit ; nor can any diffe- 
rence of power fince, convey to us a right 
from former treaties, which we confeffedly 
wanted Jbefbrc. Tho’, fince the reftora- 
tioh <?£ the Company’s privileges, wc 
have by di^rees dealt in th6 inland trade; 
yet it was always with a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of the invalidity of our duf- 
tuck for that trade, having generally 
paid the government a duty thereon ; 
and where it was attempted without it, it 
bias, been conftantly the fubjed of com- 
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plaints and oppofition on the part of the 
Nabob’s . officers . 

* I A M well aware of one objedlion* 
which I have frequently heard repeated 
in thecourfe of the debates upon this fub- 
jedt, and which it may be proper in this 
place to reply to j I mean» that we 
ihould not be too rigorous in calling -in 
queftion our own privileges ; but where 
the fenfe of a treaty is not fufficiently 
clear, interpret it in fuch manner, as 
may tend to our own advantage, leav- 
ing it to others to difpute it y and that 
therefore, as the Firmaun gives us a ge- 
neral right to trade duty-free, without 
mentioning any exceptions^ we ihould 
inlift on a free trade in every thing, with^ 
out exception. Without examining this 
principle, I lhall only fay,that if itbe juft 
at all, it can only be fo, where the points 
contefted for are of real importance ^ 
but where they are either trivial in them- 
felves, or have a pernicious tendency, it 
muft be an abfurdity to infill upon them« 
- I MUST now beg |Kiye^. for the firft 
time, to diftinguilh between the in- 

terefts 
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terefts of the Company, and that of in- . 
dividuals, which I am afrsud have been 
too much confounded in thefe de- 
bates. That the Company will not fuf- 
fer by a reftridtion of the duftuck to the 
foreign merchandize is manifeft ; lince 
with thatreftridion it will anfwer every 
purpofe for which they want it. • Be- 
iides, the odium, which a monopoly, lb 
injurious to the natural rights of the 
country merchants, muft unavoidably 
call upon theEnglifli name j and the per- 
petual jealoufies, which from experience 
we know it to be attended with, prove, 
that this privilege is, in effeft, highly 
prejudicial to the real intereft, as well 
as honour, of the Company. As they 
have been pleafed to permit us to fhare 
with them the benefit of the duAuck, 
we may furely content ourfelves with 
the enjoyment of that privilege, within 
the fame bounds to which they have li- 
mited themfelves. To attempt to ex- 
tend it beyond that, and for the fake of 
our own private advantages, to make 
this a point of contcft with the power 
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in alliance with the Company, is both a 
violation of juftice, and a breach of the 
•duty which we owe to our employers. 

My opinion then upon the^ree firft 
queftions before us, is. 

First, That we can claim no right 
from the Firmaun (nor of courfe the fub- 
fequent treaties, which were but in- 
tended as copies of that, in the articles 
regarding our commerce) to an exemp- 
tion from duties on any but foreign 
trade ; that is, in goods imported or 
carried out of the country. 

Second, That duties ought to be 
paid to the country government on fait, 
beetle-nut, and other articles which are 
produced and fold in the country. And, 
Third, That of courfe the duftuck 
ought not to be given for thefe articles s 
but that they pafs with a rowana, or 
certificate, from the officer of the cufr 
toms, in the fame manner with the 
goods belonging to other merchants. 

The fourth article 1 deem altogether 
imneceflary, whether we trade in fait 
with the Company’s dufiuck, or as other 

merchants 
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merchants withtout one j the duftuck be- 
ing a fu^cient diftin6tion in the firil 
caie>- and the latter requiring none. 

M y opinion upon the fifth queftion 
is, that the Englifii gomaftahs, in every 
part of the three provinces, whether in 
the diftrifts of the Nabob, or the Com- 
pany, ihall be fubje^ to the authority 
of the magiftrate j but with this dif- 
tinc^ion to be obferved between private 
gomailahs, and thofe of the Company; 
that the former ihall be equally account- 
able to the magiftrate for any mifde- 
meanor, with any one of the Nabob’s 
fubje<fts that ihall, at any time, refide 
in the territory of the Company j nor 
enjoy any advantages above other mer- 
chants, but , fuch only as the Firmaun 
gives them, viz. that their goods ihall 
pafs duty-free, wherever they have the 
protection of the duftuck ; the magifi* 
trates ihall not oppoie, but affift them in 
the recovery of their juft debts, nor 
iufter any one to injure or oppreis them. 
But as the Company’s gomaftahs have a 
weightier charge, ,and are none of them 

fituated. 
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Btuatted at fuch a diftance from the Com- 
pany’s fadtories, but that complaints a- 
gainft them may be both eafily heard 
and fpeedily redreffed, it (hould be only 
permitted to the magiftrate to oppofe 
them in the actual com midion of any 
violence, or the affumption of any rights 
not belonging to them : but in any dif- 
putes with their immediate dependents, 
fuch as the weavers, pykars, or delolls, 
in their fervice, he (hall not interfere, 
otherwife than by aflilling them in car- 
rying their complaints to the Prefiden- 
cy, or the factories to which the gomaf- 
tah belongs, for redrefs. But the go- 
maflah fhall not therefore protect his own 
dependents from any lawful claims of 
the government, nor their pcrfons from 
juftice in any criminal cafes. 

This to me appears the only equita- 
ble method for preventing any milbeha- 
vior in our people, ordifputes between 
them and the Nabob’s. If the magif- 
trate at any time Ihould abufe his autho- 
rity, the Nabob Ihould be required, up- 
on proof, to difmifs him from his office, 
VoL. II. A a 


or 
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Of inflidt any other punifliment, jRiitable 
to the degree of the offence. If this 
juftice, fo effential to the Nabob’s own 
intereft, and the tranquility of the 
country, be refufed j or from ^e dif* 
tance of his refidence, cannot be timely 
obtained, we have always the means in 
our own power, when fuch extraordina- 
ry occafions may demand it, to vindicate 
our rights, and call the infringers of 
them to juftice. 

If R o M the peculiarity of the times, 
and a natural propenfity in the weaker 
part of mankind, to run from one ex- 
treme to another, it has unfortunately 
happened, that the power fuddenly plac- 
ed in the hands of the Nabob’s officers, 
for the proteftion of his people, has 
been fo extravagantly abufed, as to give 
occafion to a perfuafion in many, that 
no power can with fafety be trufted in 
their hands. As I have formeriy lived 
amongft the country people in a very in- 
ferior ftation *, and at a time when we 

were 

‘ ♦ A junior fervent of the Comply at the filk 
aurungs. 
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•V^re f^bjed: to the moft flavifh depen- 
•dence on the ggyernment j and have met 
with the grcateft indulgence, and even 
'refpe<S, from the zemindars and officers 
of the government, I can, with the 
greater confidence, -deny the juftice of 
thi« opinion ; and add further from re- 
peated experience, that if our people, 
inftead of ere< 3 ting themfejves into lords 
and opprelfors of the country, confine 
theqifelves to an honeft and fair trade, 
and fubmit themfclves to the lawful au- 
thority of the government, they will be 
every where courted and refpefted. The 
Englifii name, inftead of becoming a 
reproach, will be univcrfally revered ; 
the country will reap a benefit from our 
commerce j and the power ,of the Eng- 
liffi, which is now made a bugbear, to 
frighten the poor inhabitants into a fub- 
miffion to injury and oppreflion, will be 
regarded by them as their greateft blef- 
fing and proteAion. 

I T is as impoffible for any ftate to 
fubfift with a divided power as with 
none. Our fervants are as likely at leaft 
A a 2 to 
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to make an ill ufe of their power as the 
Nabob’s are, but are not fo eafily to be 
reftrained. In whofe hands, therefore, 
can it be fo properly lodged, as in thofe. 
of the government to whom it belongs ? 
To take from them that right (a right 
which we Ihould never fuffer to be con- 
tefted in our own diftridts) will be to in- 
troduce oppreflion, rapine, and anarchy 
into the country, which we are engaged 
to protect : and whatever temporary ad- 
vantages individuals may gain from fuch 
a fcene of troubles, the affairs of the 
Company muft infallibly fuffer by it, if 
not be involved in one common ruin with 
the country. That this confequence may 
not appear too forcibly drawn, permit 
meto add; it has been obferved, that 
the wifeft and moft permanent ftates 
have ever left to conquered nations the 
exercife of their own laws ; and by that 
means infured their fubjeftion. The 
power which we have acquired in thefe 
provinces, has reduced them to a con- 
dition as nearly refembling a conqueft, 

‘ as it* is for our intereft to wifh it ; • but if 
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we take fo ungenerous, as well as im- 
jgolitic an advantage of their weak- 
nefs, as to put it into the power of every 
banyan, who calls himfelf an Englifh 
fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabi- 
tants without controul ; this is not only 
to deprive them of their own laws, but 
to refufe them even the benefit of any. 

Mr. Cartier gives it as his opinion, 
that the Prefident’s letter to the Nabob 
was in every refpeft improper, and na- 
- turally tended, from the conceffions con- 
tained therein, to bring upon the Eng- 
lifh name a difcredit and real difgrace. 
The late violences, as well as infolences 
committed by the natives, are a certain 
argument of its impropriety, and which 
were clearly forefeen the very inftant the 
faid letter was made publick i that the 
hope given them of being conflituted 
judges and arbitrators, of all difputes 
that might happen in the intcrcourfe of 
our bufinefs, gave caufe to the many in- 
con veniencies and tyranny that we have 
lately fuffered, and do fuffer. The fubr 
jefting us to fuch a controul, would have 
A a 3 efleitually 
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cfFeftually deftroyed our Infloence and 
reputation in the country, and would 
unavoidably have led us, front the mani- 
^fold oppreffions we thould have fell un- 
der by fuch regulations taking place, to the 
neceffity of taking up arms for the redrtfs 
of thofe grievances, which everymember 
of the colony muft have felt by fo arbi- 
trary a jurifdidlion. As it is, the evil is 
fpread wide, and has acquired fuch 
ftrength, that no other methods I doubt, 
but forcible ones, will be able to remove 
it. He cannot think the members of the 
Board gave, or intended giving a direct 
con fen t to the Prefident’s entering into 
a treaty with the Nabob, on points ib 
very interefting to our privileges ^ nor 
did- they imagine fuch a ftep was any 
ways neceffary j but what he thinks 
moft eondcmnable is, that the faid regu- 
lations, previous to the approbation or 
difapprobation of the Board, were m^e 
known to the Nabob, and the lame 
ordered by him to his different officers 
to be carried into execution, before fuch 
agreement coulcThave the concurrence of 

the 
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the feveral members of the Council. He 
is likewife of opinion, that the faid re- 
gulations, and the faid letter to the Na- 
bob, were in no refpedt agreeable to the 
tenor and fpirit of our Firmaun, and the 
fubfequent treaties entered into with 
the Nabobs Serajah Dowla and Meer 
Jaffier, but would have been the means 
of confining our privileges into much 
narrower bonds, than our grants and trea- 
ties are intended toreftrain us in. 

First, On the extent and true mean- 
ing of the Firmaun, and all fubfequent 
treaties. 

Mr. Cartier thinks, that by the 
privileges inverted in us by our Fir- 
maun, hulbul-hookums, and our late 
treaties, our trade is under no limitation 
whatever, either in foreign or inland 
commodities j that the want formerly of 
power to affert the immunities of the 
Firmaun, cannot, as he imagines, be con- 
rtrued to an abiblute and entire depri- 
vation of them. This reafon now no lon- 
ger exirting, we ought to aflert our pri- 
vileges to their fullert intent and latitude, 
A a 4 nor 
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nor fubmit to the capricious condudt and 
encroaching behavior of the country go- 
vernment. 

Secondly, Onthetrade in fait and to- 
bacco, he can have no objection to the 
payment of an equitable duty, more par- 
ticularly as we have hitherto both at the 
Prefidency, and the fadtories of Dacca 
and Luckypoor, fubmitted to pay on 
one or both of thefe articles j but let 
that be fixed at a medium of what has 
been paid at the different fettlements j 
and furthermore be confidered as a con- 
ceflion made the Nabob, and not claim- 
ed as a right, paid as a thing, which 
cuftom has eftablifhed, and not to be 
confirmed by any treaty. 

Thirdly, If it is allowed, that the 
trade in fait and tobacco, is in every re- 
fpedt agreeable to ourFirmaun privileges, 
he fees no reafon, why a dufluck fhould 
not be granted for thofc articles, as well 
as for all others J tho’, at the fame time, 
as a duty may probably be laid on thofe 
two articles, they fhould be accompani- 
ed by the buxbusdar, or the fhahbun- 
. ' dar’s 
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dar’s receipt, to afcertain, that full dudes 
have been paid, and that nothing further 
is to be demanded on any account. 

Fourthly, As certificates have been 
granted indifcriminately to the fervants 
of the Company, as well as to the in- 
habitants of Calcutta, he thinks the fame 
Ihould be continued to the latter, oh 
their application to the Prefident, on 
producing the buxbundar’s receipt for 
duties paid ; tho’, at the fame time, the 
duty ftipulated and agreed upon, to be 
levied on thefe branches of trade, the 
property of Company’s fervants, ihould 
ferve as no regulation for what may be 
demanded from them. 

Fifthly, The nature of the govern- 
ment in every part of Indoftan, being 
in all refpedts oppreffive and venal, and 
the decifion of all eaufes, depending 
more on the ability of the parties engag- 
ed in bribing their judgesf than the "le- 
gality of themj it canfcarcelybe‘thohght 
even equitable, that the fervants^and go- 
moftaha in our emplqyinlhouid, ;on any 
complaint or mifdemeaiiory be fub[jii5fc to 

their 
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their determination. It is likewife a 
known truth, that in every difpute con- 
cerning property and money-matters, a 
fourth part is appropriated for the fer- 
vice of the government and officers. This 
probably might not be infilled upon from 
us, though its not being fo would, in all 
likelihood, be rather prejudicial than the 
contrary, as the other party might be 
fubjedl to the eflablifiied cuftom the 
country, which if fb, it muH appear to 
every one what a fuperior influence 
would be acquired on that fide. But 
even independent of this cuilom, and 
fliould it not be expeded or demanded 
from either party, yet the integrity of 
our propoied judges is fo little allowed 
bf, that it would be the higheft abfurdi- 
ty to expe^ it, or even to fubmit to 
their hating the leaft power or authority 
over our people. Should this be ever 
permitted, it will not be prefumptiou 
to declare, that we may then begin to 
date the commencement of our declin- 
ing influence in the country, and it 
would moft ccrfjftnly be ptodudivc of 

continual 
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Coflfilitld broils, fhould we have fpirit 
fufficieilt remainifig, to refent the in* 
jaftide and indignities we mail in fuch a 
htttation be expofed to. 

SlxTHLY,Tho’ he thinks it improper to 
^low the officers of the government any 
kind of controul over our gomailahs, yet 
he is far from wiihing their actions 
fhould be in any refpcdt uncontroulable. 
Let the peffon injured, if not in our em- 
ploy, lay his complaint before the ma- 
giftrate of the diftri^ he is in, to be by 
him forwarded with the complainant to 
the Prefident, or Chief and Council of 
the different fadkories, as may be moft 
neat the diftridt which the complaint 
COflies from; when thegomaftah fo com- 
plained againfk fhall be ordered down to 
juftify himfelf, as to the accufation lodg- 
ed againfk him. Should the complaints 
arife in parts diftant from either the Pre- 
fidency or the factories, he thinks a con- 
hdence might be repofed in the gentle- 
men employed as our agents in thoie 
parts, as they are men of characSler, and 
their appointments have been approved 
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by the members of the Board ; and each 
depended npoh to fettle the complaints 
brought again!): their own gomallahs. 
Should diis not be approved, he can on- 
ly propofe the method pointed out as to 
the determination of thofe difputes, that 
ihay happen in the neighborhood of 
the different fettlements, or by anaumeen 
properly authorized to make an enquiry 
into them. It is neceffary we Ihould be- 
come our own judges in all diiputes» 
in which we may poffibly be concerned. 
Moft thie itis, it has not the moft equi- 
table appearance, but every gentleman 
muft be convinced, how highly effential 
ftich a privilege is, for the fupporting our 
influence, arid avoiding the chicanery 
4 Kd perplexities of a Moorifh Court. 

'An to he cannot help thinking, but a 
'power fo lodged in our hands, is liable 
to kfs abnfes, and will be exercifed with 
^ihe ftrifteft impartiality,' ^notwithftand- 
we may in fome refpe^s be ihfcrcll- 
the decifion of the cauie. . 
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Mr. Billers’j Opinion. 

The firft part of the Prefident’s let- 
ler to the Nabob contains the agreement 
for our paying a duty of nine per cent:, 
on all articles for inland trade. The 
Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, are 
certainly the only guides, which can enr 
able us to form a proper judgment on 
this fubjedt, and having given the great- 
eft attention to them, when read at the 
Board laft Council-day, I think they 
give us an undoubted right to trade duty- 
free in all commodities whatever, either 
for foreign or inland trade, upon the con,- 
iideration of Our paying annually the 
peflicufh therein ftipulated in lieu th^e- 
of. Thefe being my fentiments of the 
meaning of the Firmaun, &c. it follows 
of courfe, that I muft difapprove of the 
Prefident's entering into an agreem,ent» 
which fo evidently deprives us of one of 
the greateft' advantages w;e have gained 
thereby, and particularly of his having 
done it on the bare fuppofition, that it 
would be approved by the. other mem- 
> bers 



366 A Narhative the 

bers of the Board. However, as the 
Nabob’s revenues would fufFcr, were we 
tp carry on our commerce of every kind 
without paying any duties, I think it 
would be proper, that fome reafonabk 
coniideration ihould be made him for 
the privilege of the inland trade j but 
that he Ihould at the fame time be made 
ienlible, that he is by no means enti- 
tled thereto, and that it is entirely a 
mark of favour. 

With regard to the regulations the 
Prefident has laid down for the determi- 
nation of all dilputes, which may hap- 
pen between our agents and gomailahs 
and the country inhabitants, it is wdl 
known, that thefe people cannot confine 
themfelves within the limits of the ftW" 
thority with which they are invefted. 
The many daring infolences and opprefr 
fipns, which have been committed by 
the Nabob’s officers, ever finoe his or- 
ders, for thofe regulations were firft jf- 
. fued^ are evident proofs of the truth of 
this obfervation, and fufficiently pomt 
out the impre^iety of them, without 

the 
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tiic ufe of further argument. Upon the 
whole, I think the Prefident might be de- 
fired to recall this letter, left by falling 
into the hands of any of the Nabob’s 
fuccellbrs, it might hereafter be ufed by 
them as a plea for the fame purpofe for 
which it was now defigned. 

I HAVE already declared my opinion, 
of the firft quere propofed, in giving 
my fentiments on that part of the Prefi- 
dent’s letter, which relates to the nine 
per cent. duty. With regard to the fe- 
cond and third, I think the Company's 
duftuck Ihould be always granted equal- 
ly for the inland as well as the foreign 
trade, when it has been fettled whcdicr 
we ihall pay any, and what duty, as it 
will effedtually cut off all fubjedt of dif- 
pute, by "putting it out of the power of 
the officers to make any objedlions to the 
paftage of the goods ; and that none 
but Company’s fervants ftiould have the 
Frefident’s paffport for the fait, which 
may have paid ffie government’s duties 
atHoo^. 


As 
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As to any difputes which may hap- 
pen between our gomaftahs or agents, 
and the people of the country, 1 think- 
the only fcheme for the determination 
of them, will be to oblige the perfon, 
who may think himfelf aggrieved, to 
apply for redrefs to the neareft factory, 
whatever diftance it may be from the 
place where the difpute happened, and 
if he is not content with their decihon, he 
may appeal to the Governor and Council. 

Mr. Batson thinks the Prefident’s 
letter to the Nabob detrimental to the 
intereft of the Company, and the nation 
in general; becaufe, by a forced and 
groundlefs explanation, it invalidates the 
privileges granted by the King’s Firmaun, 
and fundry hulbul-hookums, and con- 
firmed by the treaties with SerajahDowla 
and Meer Jaffier. Such an explanation 
coming from the Chief of the Engliih, 
may give great advantage to Nabobs, 
and to other European nations, in any 
future negotiation, which we may hap- 
pen to have with them. By this letter 
alfo, the advantage of coining in the 

mints 
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mints of Dacca and Patna is given up ; 
and, at the fame time, the Calcutta 
mint rendered of little or no fervice, for 
by our being prohibited from ufing any 
authority over the fliroffs, the currency 
of rupees, coined at Calcutta, will be 
flopped in moll parts of the country j 
and this is actually the cafe at prefent, at 
Coffimbuzar and Moorfhedabad. He 
was much furprifed to fee thefe advan- 
tages, which were lb llrenuoufly con- 
tended for many years together, given 
up without any public confideration. He 
thinks alfo, the faid letter tends to de- 
ftroy the nationalinfluence in this coun- 
try, and to bring us into contempt, be- 
caufe the form of addrefs, and feveral 
expreffions are unbecomingly fubmiflive 
and condefcending 5 but chiefly becaufa 
it fubmits the Englilh agents, not ex- 
cepting the Company’s fadlories, to the 
j ur ifdidion of the N abob’s officers j which 
woiild immediately put a flop to great 
part of the private trade, and would fur- 
nilh the Nabob with continual pretei\pes 
for fiibjeSlihg the Company to the fame 
VoL, II. B b oppref- 
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oppreflions, which they underwent be- 
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla, 
whenever he fhould think hinifelf in*a 
condition to proceed to fuch lengths j 
he therefore thinks we (hould infift on 
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori- 
ginal letter. 

I N anfwer to queftion the firft. 

He thinks by the Firmaun, huftnil- 
hookums, and fubfequent treaties, the 
Company, and under them their fervants, 
have a clear right to trade in every arti- 
cle, whether for foreign or inland trade j 
which right it is our duty to preferve en- 
tire and undifputed ; and that the argu- 
ments ufed by the gentlemen, on the 
other fide the queftion, to prove the 
contrary, do really prove no more, than 
that former Nabobs had the power 
and means of hindering us from enjoy- 
ing the King’s grant in its full extent. 

I N anfwer to queftion the fecond. 

H E thinks we Ihould acquiefce in 
paying the fame duties on fait and to- 
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer 
Jaffier’s comi»g to the fubahfhipi but 

that 
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that the fame fhould not be agreed to by 
any public deed or writing ; and here be 
thinks proper to remark, that the fait 
trade, being formerly farmed by Coja 
Wazeed for an inconfiderable fum, could 
be no great advantage to the Nabob’s re- 
venue; and by means of the monopoly 
he allowed the makers and dealers, at 
the firft hand, a very fmall price from 
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred 
maunds ; but fince the Engliih have had 
a part of this trade, the price of fait has 
rifen to feventy and eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds at the aurungs ; from 
hence any perfon, acquainted with the 
country, muft fee, that from the Englifli 
trading in this article, the Nabob has 
received benefit, not fuffered lofs j his 
complaints on this head therefore pro- 
ceed not from any real grievance. 

In anfwer to queftion the third and 
fourth. 

He thinks duftucks Ihould be allow- 
ed to the Company’s fervants in future 
for fuch articles, but not to others. 

In anfwer to queftion the fifth. 

B 2 Hi: 
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He thinks the Englifh agents fhould 
not be fubjedled to the authority of the 
country government. 

In anfwer to queftion the fixth. 

H E thinks the bufinefs may be carri- 
ed on as it has been before, without any 
ill confequences ^ however, as a regula- 
tion concerning difputes is required, he 
thinks the officers of the government 
may enquire into fuch matters, and 
fend reports of them to the neareft Eng- 
lilh faftory, or to the Prefidency, as they 
may chufe. 

Major Carnac’r Opinion. 

At the confultation of the 17th of 
January, major Carnac concurred in o- 
p inion with the whole of the gentlemen 
then at the Board, on the regulations 
eflablifhed by the Prefident and Mr.Haf- 
tings ; and his reafons for fo doing were 
firft, that he deems highly diflionorable 
our being thereby fubjefted to the Moor- 
ifh jurifdidlion, as this is acknowledg- 
ing a dependency on the country go- 
vernment, the deliverance from which 

he 
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he had ever regarded as the greatefl; hap- 
pinefs refulting from our firft revolution ; 
nor can any but iniquitous deciiions be 
expedled from courts of fuch notorious 
partiality. Secondly, Major Carnac 
deems diflionorable, as alfo extremely 
prejudicial to our trade, the agreeing to 
the granting a duty upon all articles of 
inland trade, without diftindfion, none 
of which were ever before fubjedted to 
duties fince the eftablifliment of Meer 
Jafiier, except fait and tobacco ; and 
thcfe muft have been through condef- 
cenfion on our part, as our having an 
univerfal freedom of trade is fo particu- 
larly fpecified, both by our Firmaun and 
treaties, as not to leave the lead; room 
for cavilling. Major Carnac, thirdly, 
deems it a diflionorable conceffion (and 
the gentlemen at Patna have fhewn it 
will be detrimental to the Company) the 
yielding up the coinage in the mint at 
Patna, to which he believes we are en- 
titled from our Firmaun but exclufive 
thereof we had a very good claim, from 
having conftantly enjoyed that privilege 
B b 3 during 
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during the time of the preceding Nabob. 
The major, in confequence, thinks the 
letter from the Prefident to the Nabob, 
containing the faid regulations, Ihould 
be withdrawn. Thus much being pre- 
mifed, anfwers on the part of major Car- 
nac the firft and fifth queftions. 

With refpedt to the fecond and third 
queftions, major Carnac is of opinion, 
that whatever rights we may have from 
our Firmauns, and our different treaties, 
fliould be infifted on } and therefore, that 
the Company’s duftuck fhould be grant- - 
ed for all commodities without excep- 
tion ; and that no duties whatever fhall 
be paid to the Nabob, but in lieu there- 
of a duty be levied upon duftucks for 
the benefit of the Company. However, 
fhould the Board think this would occa- 
fion too great a diminution of the Na- 
bob’s revenue, he hopes they will not 
confent to any other duties, but the con- 
tinuance of thofe upon fait and tobacco, 
the former at the Hoogly rate, and the 
other according as has been paid at Dac- 
ca j and that in fuch cafe, it will be 

clearly 
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clearly explained to the Nabob, that it 
is a pure indulgence from us, and which 
we may retradl at pleafure ; the Com- 
pany’s duflucks to be neverthelefs equal- 
ly given for fait and tobacco, as for all 
other articles of trade. 

If it be determined to make a com- 
pliment to the Nabob of a duty upon 
fait, the other gentlemen of the Board 
are the heft judges, how far the privi- 
lege of trading therein ought to be ex- 
tended j and whether it fhould be con- 
fined to the Company’s fervants or not. 
Major Carnac begs leave to wave giving 
any anfwer to the fourth queftion, not 
being fufficiently mailer of the fubjetfl. 

That the black people in our em- 
ploy are guilty of great irregularities, 
and commit many abufes under the fanc- 
tion of our authority, has been a fre- 
quent fubje£l of complaint ; and it cer- 
tainly behoves us to feek every poffible 
remedy thereto, except fuch an one as 
has been propofed, which is worfe than 
the difeafe. There can be no difficulty, 
at the places which are in the neighbor- 
B b 4 hood 
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hood of any of our fadlories, the chiefs 
and council whereof fhould be empow- 
ered to enquire into the condudt of the* 
Engliih gomaftahs ; and we are not to 
doubt, that the decifions will be fair and 
equitable. In the places at a diflance 
from our factories, fuch as Rungpoor, 
Gwalpara, &c. there are generally fome 
Englifli gentlemen of charadler refident> 
and thefe, in cafes of complaints, Ihould 
be direfted by the Board to take infor- 
mation upon the fpot,and to Ipare nocoft 
or pains to get at the truth, which fhould 
be tranfmitted either to the neareft fac- 
tory, or to Calcutta j and upon convic- 
tion of any gomaftah of mifbehavior, 
the moft exemplary punifliment fhould 
be inflidted, in order to deter others from 
the like pradlices. 

Mr. AmyattV Opinion. 

.Mr, Vansittart, in his minute 
of the firft of February, complains of 
the harfh and indecent opinion of the 
Board on the 17th of January, againflr 
his treaty entered into with the Nabob, 

and 
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and that his negotiation therein did 
not merit fuch treatment from us. 
*We were unanimous on the regu- 
lations being detrimental and dilho- 
norable, which every article contained 
therein, I think clearly ' denounced. 
The government formerly muft have 
underftood, our Firmaun gave us a full 
and extenfive trade, in every thing with- 
out diftinition, and as far as our gentle- 
men were in capacity to carry on the 
inland trade, they pradtifed it for ma- 
ny years. But particular articles being 
farmed out by the government to parti- 
cular perfons, our trading therein gave 
umbrage j and governor Stackhoufe, I 
think, was obliged to give a muchulca, 
that the Englifli would defift from fur- 
ther dealings in fait, filk, and beetle- 
nut : this was at a time they could not 
maintain, by force, the privilege of the 
Delly grants, fo through neceffity com- 
plied with. An order, at this time, 
would have had the fame effedt, but 
they obliged the then Governor to in- 
validate 
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validate the Firmaun, by giving this 
muchulca, which fliewed they thought^ 
ouf right good, and by compulfion, got 
this paper to overfet our future preten- 
lions, and has been ever fince the argu- 
ment againft them, therefore detrimen- 
tal and diflionorable. Mr. Vanfittart’s 
renewing this muchulca, by adding an 
additional duty to what we have already 
paid through a condefcenfion, is doubt- 
lefs detrimental ; the fubjedting us to the, 
Moorifh laws, and which, to our honor 
be it known, in the worft of times, we 
never were j but now not even an ap- 
peal to theNabob,ortheCouncil,is men- 
tioned i this doubtlefs is both detrimen- 
tal and diflionorable. How prejudicial, 
partial, and unjuft the nature of their 
courts, cuftoms, and laws are, is fo well 
known to you all, gentlemen, it is need- 
lefs for me to take up your time, in giv- 
ing my fentiments in full thereon. The 
mentioning that our fervants, gomaf- 
tahs, &c. ftiall not carry on trade by op- 
preffions, &c. are diflionorable terms to 
be inferted in a |ftiblic treaty. Surely 

the 



TCranfaSlions in Bengal. 379 

the Englifh juftice and honor, was fuf- 
ficient for the government to be fatisfi- 
* ed, that we fhould feverely chaftife any 
one of them, who dared to proftitute our 
name by any illicit adtion, without mak- 
ing it an article for them to do it. Ma- 
ny complaints have appeared, but none 
been proved, and I flatter myfelf none 
will of any confequence. The Nabob’s 
orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart’s 
treaty are dilhonorable to us, and in a 
manner an adt of hoftility, bidding us 
open defiance. 

The foregoing, were my reafons for 
concurring with the reft; of the Board, 
on the 17th of January, in cenfuring 
the Governor’s proceedings ; and I am 
alfo to remind you, that we thought he 
had alfo been guilty of a breach of our 
privileges, in adting without our con- 
fent ; and I ftill think fo, for I folemn- 
ly declare, I never fufpedted he could 
defire fuch an independent power on fo 
material and national a concern j or, I 
imagine, the reft of the gentlemen would 
have been more explicit and peremptory 

in 
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in their letters to him. Is it confident 
withreafon, any Council fliould give fuch 
powers ? 

Doubtless Mr. Vanfittart will afk, 
what regulations we wanted to have fet- 
tled with the Nabob ? Which, we hop- 
ed, from his influence with the Nabob 
(for he feems to know no one elfe) would 
be fuch, as tended to our advantage, and 
not to his prejudice ; for if trade went 
freely on, we would readily acquiefce in 
paying the duties as had been hitherto 
colledled j but the removal of feveral 
vexations we had lately labored under, 
was the point we wanted to fee happily 
effedled, and our goods, when certified 
to be Englifh property, not to meet with 
any impediment. 

I AM now come to the firft queftion. 

T H E Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feem 
to think, and aflert, we have not a liber- 
ty to an unreftrained trade. We have, 
gentlemen, carefully perufed all our Fir- 
mauns, treaties, &c. and I think it clear- 
ly appears to me we have. Therefore, 
as the Nabob wants to invalidate thofc 


grants. 
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grants, we ought to have them properly 
explained to him, and infift, on our parts, 
to the utmoft of the Company’s prero- 
gative, and demand the treaty back, and 
deftroy it. 

T o the fecond, I am to fay, lince 
the Nabob has wanted to impofe on us 
a breach of our liberties, we fhould not 
pay any duty on any thing, but fupport 
our rights. The Company may want to 
trade in thefe articles, when we confidcr 
their vaft tradl of lands, and production 
thereof, efpecially fait, on which article 
they raife a very large duty themfelves. 

T o the third and fourth queftions. 

According to the above plan, duf- 
tucks cannot be granted to any but Com- 
pany’s fervants, unlefs it be for fuch 
goods produced upon the Company’s 
lands, and paid their duties; but certi- 
ficates fhould to fuch as have paid the 
Nabob’s any where, on a proper rowana 
being jfhewn to the Governor’s, or any 
Chief’s, fatisfaClion, that the Nabob’s 
cufloms have been duly difcharged. 

To the- fifth and fixth queftions. 

Tir.„ 
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The fervants and gomaftahs of the 
Englilh fhould not, on any account, be 
under the leaft conftraint of the govern-- 
ment ; but I beg leave to defer faying any 
thing further on this head for the pre- 
lent (how to regulate the dilputes that 
may happen betwixt them and the coun- 
try government, and indeed amongth em- 
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it 
properly difcufled at the Board, where 
the mutual advantages of the country, and 
ourfelves, will be impartially conlidered 
and deliberated on. 

Major Adams does not think the 
agreement made with the Nabob, as con- 
tained in the Governor’s letter to him, 
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by 
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot- 
ing, as may prevent future dilputes with 
the country government, of whofe juf- 
tice, Mr. Vanfittart feems in that treaty 
to have entertained a much better opini- 
on, than their fubfequent condudl Ihews 
they delerve. 

In anfwer to the firft queftion. 


Major 
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Major Adams is of opinion, that 
by the Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties 
(particularly the fecond article of that 
with Serajah Dowla) the Englifli Eaft 
India Company are entitled to carry on 
any kind of trade duty-free, and in any 
part of the three provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa. 

T o the fecond queftion. 

That the above-mentioned Firmaun 
and treaties, entitle the faid Company 
to carry on their trade free from any du- 
ties j but that to prevent as much as pof- 
lible any difturbances in the country, 
fuch duties as have been colleded on any 
fpecies of trade, fince the laft revolution, 
fliould be continued. 

T o the third and fourth queftions. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
as the privileges, in the above-mention- 
ed Firmaun, &c. were granted to the 
Englilh Eaft India Company, they, and 
their reprefentatives here, are the pro- 
pereft judges for what and whom duf- 
tucks fliould be granted ; and as he looks 
upon the above queftions to be of a pri- 
vate 
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vate nature, begs to be excufed giving 
his opinion upon them. 

To the fifth queftion. 

Major Adams thinks, that the ex- 
perience we have had of the tyrannical 
and rapacious dilpofition of the officers 
of the country government, almoft ren- 
ders this queftion unnecelTary i however, 
as his opinion is required, with the reft 
of the gentlemen at the Board, his duty 
to the public obliges him to declare, that 
he thinks it fiiould by no means be al- 
lowed. 

To the fixth and laft queftion. 

That wherever any confiderable trade 
is carried on (however fardiftant) apom- 
pany’s fervant ihould refide, inverted 
with full power to enquire into any dif- 
putes, and punifli the delinquents ; and 
that where the trade carried on is not 
of confequence fufficient to require a re- 
fident, upon any complaint againft go- 
maftahs, or Englifti fadtqrs, the perfons 
complained of fliould be immediately 
fummoned to the neareft Englilh factory, 
as well as all the evidences againft them; 

and 
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and that the Chief of each fadtory, vsdth 
his Council, thould be empowered to 
infli(St the fevereft punilhment on fuch 
gomallahs or factors ; if found guilty, 
and that no expence fhould be fpared to 
bring offenders tojuftice, but fhouldthe 
complaint be found to be falfe or frivo- 
lous, the complainant fhould pay all the 
cofts and damages. 

The Prefident’x Opinion. 

The regulations contained in my let- 
ter * to the Nabob, of the 26th of De- 
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be 
conformable to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the Firmaun, and fubfequent trea- 
ties, confidered with the Company’s or- 
ders, relative to the trade of their fer- 
vants, and particularly the 24th and 29th 
paragraphsjin one of their general letters of 
the year 1748. 1 am aware, that the abufes 

♦ The ftile of this letter, is the ftile which I 
have always ufed, and the fame I undcrftand, which 
was ufed by my predeceffors fince the troubles. No 
Periian letter, nor eaftern forms of exprelEon, will 
bear a literal tranflation. They appear abfurd in 
European languages, although they arc natural and 
cuftomary in the Perfian. 

VoL. II. C c 


which 
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which fome of the Nabob’s officers have 
cxercifed, upon the appearance of thef<? 
regulations, will be urged as an objec- 
tion to them ; but this is arguing by 
coniequences j and I anfwer, that thefe, 
or whatever other regulations may be 
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by 
both parties, efpecially on their firft efta- 
bliftiment j and the only remedy for 
this evil, is to punifh all fervants of ours, 
who (hall break through rules, and in- 
fill on the Nabob’s doing the fame. Al- 
though fome men are fo licentious as to 
break through all laws, it is not a rea- 
Ibn why laws Ihould be aboliffied. 

But to proceed to the different arti- 
cles objected to. It is faid that the in- 
land trade, that is, the trade in fait and 
other articles, produced in one part of 
the country, and fent to another part of 
the fame country for fale and confump- 
tion, {hall not be carried on with the 
Company’s duiluck, but (hall go with 
the duftuck of the country government, 
after paying them a duty of nine per 
cent. The Firmaun fays, ** that what- 
ever goods and merchandize the gomaf- 

tahs 
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tabs of the Englifli Company (hall 
bring into any port or place of the pro- 
vince by fea or land, or carryout, lhall 
be free of duty.” For my part, I can 
underftand this no otherwife, than that 
the goods they fliall bring in from fo- 
reign pa^ts, may be tranfported to any 
part of the province, by fea or land, du- 
ty-free ; and the goods they purchafe in 
any patt of the province, may in like 
manner be carried out. This I imagine 
to be all the Company aiked ; and it is 
not' to be fuppofed more was granted. 
By fuch a trade, the country reaps the 
benefit of the goods and money import- 
ed ; but all that is gained by us in traf- 
ficking from place to place in the coun- 
try, in articles of its own produce, is in 
effedt fo much loft to the country. 

The fubfequent treaties confirm the 
privilege of the Firmaun j and particu- 
larly the fecond article of the treaty with 
Serajah Dowla declares, that “ all goods 
going to, or coming from, any place by 
land or water with the Company’s duf- 
tuck, fliall be free.” It remains ftill to 
C c 2 be 
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be limited, by the Firmaun and the 
Company’s orders, for what occafions 
the duftucks fliallbe granted; and I think 
it behoves us greatly, to take care they 
are not granted for any purpofe beyond 
the intention of the Firmaun, and to an- 
fwer thofe ends the Company had in 
view, when they put themfelves to the 
expence of applying for it. 

With refpe<5l to the power of our 
gomaftahs, the Firmaun fays, “ that in 
every place w’here they buy or fell, the 
officers of the government ftiall affift 
them in their lawful demands; and every 
merchant, weaver, or other perfon, up- 
on whom theEnglifli gomaftah fhall have 
a juft demand, the officers of the go- 
vernment ffiall oblige to pay it, and fuf- 
fer no one to oppreft the gomaftahs. And 
if any fervant of the Company being 
in their debt fliall run away, the officers 
of the government fhall take him up, 
and deliver him to the chief of the fac- 
tory.” The Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn, 
in his general funnud 1757, confirms all 
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, that 

“ the 
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the Company may buy or fell with- 
out employing a banyan or broker ; and 
’that the officers of the government ffiall 
affift them in all their juft demands.” 
Nothing here can be laid to give our go- 
maftahs powerto decide their own caufes, 
or make ufe of any force of their own ; 
but they are to apply to the officers of 
the government, and obtain redrefs thro’ 
their means. 

As to the coinage, there is an order, 
granting the Company permiffion to coin 
in the King’s mint atCarreemabad; and 
in cafe it can be done without lofs to the 
King’s revenues, three days in the week 
are to be fet apart for the Englilh Com- 
pany’s bullion : but there is no particu- 
lar indulgence as to the rate of coining j 
they are to pay the fame mint charges 
as other merchants. And this is all the 
Nabob defired j as I mentioned in my 
anfwer to Nobit Roy’s complaints j of 
which anfwer I gave Mr. Ellis a copy. 
Befides, I think this privilege now un- 
necelTary, as we have a mint of our own» 
in which we may coin the rupees of 
C c 3 Daccai, 
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Dacca and Patna, as we do of Moorihe- 
dabad. 

< 

In regard to making tofalls, or fait 
pans, in Sunderbund, I confefs, my let- 
ter to the Nabob does not fully exprefs 
what I intended. I meant, that we ought 
not to take away the grounds which o- 
ther merchants have cleared, nor the 
workmen which they have hired, as ap- 
pears by my letters to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong and Luckypoor, which I deli- 
vered to the Nabob at the fame time. 
As to trading by our gomaftahs with the 
mountaineers, who came with cotton to 
Rangamettee j if it has been a cuftom 
for that article to be farmed out by the 
country government, and it is from that 
only the revenue proceeds, I think we 
have no right to overrule that cuftom. 
Any innovations to the prejudice of the 
revenues of the country government, and 
the exclufion of the country merchants, 
from that lhare of the trade which they 
have long enjoyed, I think Ihould be 
avoided, as fuch proceedings muft ren- 
^ der 
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der us univerfally the objedls of jealoufy 
and ill-will. 

To the propofed queftions I there- 
fore fay. 

First, TIjat I think we have not a 
right by the Firmaun and fubfequent 
treaties to carry on the inland trade, or 
the trade from place to place in the coun-^ 
try, in commodities produced in the 
country ; . but that we have a right to 
carry on all other trade cuftom free. 

Secondly, That I think duties ought 
to be . paid to the country government 
on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, and all o- 
ther articles of inland trade, upon thofe 
conditions j fo that it may not hereafter 
be dilputed. I mean, that duties ihould 
be paid to the country government upon 
articles produced in the country, and 
fent from place to place in the country 
for confumption there ; but when fent 
to Calcutta for confiimptiouior exporta- 
tion, they fliould go with the Compa- 
ny’s duftuck, and pay no duties to the: 
country government. 

C c 4 In 
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In fuch cafe the country has its ad- 
vantage, in the vent given to their ma- ^ 
nufacStures or produce, by the trade of 
this fettlement, and the Company re- 
ceive the cuftoms ; but on the inland 
trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we 
pay to the country government j and yet 
that trade will afford duties better than 
any other. 

Thirdly and fourthly, I think the 
Company’s dufluck fhould not be grant- 
ed for any article of inland trade ; but 
that certificates fhould be granted to ac- 
company the duftuck of the country go- 
vernment j and that fuch certificates 
fhould be granted equally to Company’s 
fervants, and any other licenfed Englifh 
merchants, who have firft duly paid the 
government’s duties, and got their duf- 
tucks. 

Fifthly andfixthly, IthinktheEng- 
lifh gomaftahs fhould not be under the 
controulof the officers of the country go- 
vernment at thofcaurungs, which are un- 
der the charge of any of the fubordinate 
factories ; butin aefe of any complaint 

againft 
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againft them, the officers of the country 
^ government (hall apply to the chief of 
the fadlory for redrefs j and in cafe the 
gomaftah has a difpute with, or demand 
upon, any of the country people (not 
the weavers, or other immediate fer* 
vants of the Company) he fhall apply to 
the officers of the government for re- 
drfefs j and if the officers of the govern- 
ment negled, or refufe to grant it, the 
gomaftah ftiall then make his complaint 
to the chief of the fadlory, who ffiall 
require, and, if neceflary, exadl, an im- 
mediate compliance, giving a full ac- 
count of the matter to the Board. 

But at thofe aurungs, which are not 
under the management of any of the 
Company’s factories, but only fome par- 
ticulars have their agents or gomaftahs 
there j I think fuch an authority cannot 
be trufted in their hands j nor indeed is 
it poffible, as there may be feverai dif- 
ferent gomaftahs in one places whohave 
all an equal right to authority^' I think 
they fliould apply to the country govern- 
ment for redrefs on dloccafions j -an’dif 

the 
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the officers of the government do not 
grant them; the fatisfaftion the matter 
requires, the gomaftah may then make 
his complaint to his principal, and he 
to the Board, who will infift on the ne-» 
ceffary reparation for all unreafonable 
lolTes. I do not however mean, that in 
cafe of complaint againf): an EnglUh go- 
mailah at fuch place, the officer of the 
country government fhall have authority 
to feize the gomaftah, flop his goods, 
or interrupt his bulincfs } but he fhall 
give him notice of the complaint, and 
recommend to him to get it fettled j and 
in cafe the gomaftah refufes, or negleds 
to give fuch fatisfadtion, as fhall appear 
to the government’s officer to be reafon- 
able, he may then tranfmit the com- 
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta. 

I SEE nothing in the Firmaun, or 
fubfequent treaties, which forbids the 
government’s officers from doing them- 
felves juftice on fuch occafions j blit yet 
the nature of the people is fuch, that it 
would be dangerous to admit it; of 
^ which 
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•which their prefent violent proceedings 
are a fufficient proof. 

The opinions having been all read 
at the Board, the fum of the anfwers to 
the feveral qiieftions Hands as follo’w. 

To the firft, viz. Whether the Fir^ 
maun granted a right to trade in all arti- 
cles cujiom-free ? 

I N the affirmative. Ten voices. 

In the negative, -withl 

refpedt to the inland > Two, 
trade, J 

To the fecond, viz. Whether any 
cujioms Jhould be paid on fame articles I* 

In the affirmative. Seven. 

In the negative. Five. 

To the third, viz. Whether the Com- 
pany's dujiuck Jhould be granted for inland 
trade f 

I n the affirmative. Nine. 

In the negative. Two. 

Major Adams, lilent. 

The fourth queftion, being altered by 
the determination of the fecond. Hands 
thus. 
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As it is determined^ that duties Jhall 
he on certain articles y ^whether 

certtjicates jhall be granted to thofe •who 
f ay that duty, but are not Company's fer- 
yants? and it being accordingly put, the 
fum of the opinions Hands as follow. 

In the affirmative, Mef.'j 

Hay, Cartier, Amy- J. Four voices, 
att andthe Prefident, 3 
In the negative, Mef- 
lieursWatts, Marriott, f 
Johnftone, HaHings, f 
Billers and Batfon. J 
The Majors Carnac and Adams, lilent. 
T o the fifth and fixth queftions, viz. 
Whether the Englijh gomajiahs Jhould be 
fubjebi to the controul of the officers <f the 
government^ and how difputes between them 
jhould be fettled^ The opinion of all the 
Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports, 
that ffie Engliffi gomaftahs ftiall not be 
under any a<Hual controul of the officers 
of the country government, but be rc- 
llrained by fuch regulations as may be 
laid down.’’ 


I AM 
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I AM perfuaded, that my opinion will 
be thought reafonable by all difinte- 
refted perfons, and to contain as great 
privileges ot private trade, as the Com- 
pany ever intended their fervants Ihould 
enjoy ; more indeed than was confident 
with their repeated orders. However, 
neither my opinion, nor the Company’s 
orders, could avail againil minds, which 
were heated with the notion, that their 
honor was at flake, in fupporting the 
party they were engaged in. It was re- 
fblved accordingly, that we had a right 
to trade in fait, beetle-nut, and every 
other article of inland trade, duty free, 
and with the Company’s duftuck, equally 
with the foreign trade j yet it appears, 
as if the Council faw at the very time 
the injuftice of their proceeding, by 
their admitting, that a fomething fhould 
be paid to the Nabob, in conformity to 
the ufual pradlice ; not that the Nabob 
had any right to demand it, but merely 
as an indulgence which they were wil- 
ling to allow him. The following are 

the 
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the' proceedings relative to the fettling 
of this point. 

ExfraSl of Confultation of the iji of 
March, 1763. 

A ^ opinion of the majo-? 

rity of the Board; that a confi- 
deration ought to be paid to the Nabob, 
on certain articles of the inland trade, the 
members from the fubordinates arealked, 
what duties they have hitherto paid ? and 
on what articles ? 

Mr. Cartier fays, that, at Dacca, 
they ufually paid, 

Onfalt, Sicca Rs. 3 8 perioomds. 

On tobacco o 4 per maund. 

Mr. Billers fays, that, at Lucky- 
poor, they ufually paid. 

On fait. Dm. Rs. 9 14 3 per loomds* 

On tobacco 040 per maund. 

Mr. Marriott fays, that* at Chit- 
tagong, and its diftri€ls, nothing has 
been paid. * Coflimbuzar, Patna, and 
Malda, pay nothing. 

From 

* At thefe three places^ neither fait, beetle-nut, 
nor tobacco, were purchafed for the inland trade. 
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Calcutta ^ pays nothing, except 
on fait, about the rate of four and' half 

Sicca rupees per 100 maunds, paid at 
Hoogly. 

The trade, in the article of tobac- 
co, has been carried on from the laft 
mentioned places with a duftuck.' 

These informations being had, the 
following queftion is now put to be an- 
fwered to-morrow. 

How much fiall in future be paid on 
fait t or other articles of inland trade ^ 
which are carried from one place in the 
country to another, for fale and confump- 
tion ? 

Mr. Hay defires, that the following 
quefiion may likewife be put. 

Whether the fait, and other produce of 
the Company's lands, are to pay duties to 
the country government, or not ^ 

And Mr. Watts the following. 

Whether we have not a right to coin 
bullion in the mints of Patna and Dacca ^ 
and on what terms V' 

The 

* At Calcutta, no other article of inland trade 
' was purchafed excepting fait. 
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The next day, the 2d of March, the 
opinions were colleded as follows. 

Mr. Watts’j Opinion. 

** The majority of the Board yefterday 
were of opinion, that by our Firmaun, 
hulbul-hookums, and fubfequent trea- 
ties, we had a right to trade in any ar- 
ticles produced or bought in the Indof- 
tan empire j and that in purfuance of 
the above privileges no duties ought to 
be paid y and that duftucks ought to be 
granted with any articles, either fait, 
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any other; but 
as former Nabobs had colleded duties 
on fome articles (tho' contrary to the 
privileges granted us) they were willing 
fbme confideration (hould be made to 
the Nabob. For my own part, I am 
Hill of the fame opinion, that no du^ 
ties (hould be paid on any articles ; and 
I fliall always efteem it as an opening 
left for the prefent Nabob, to make a 
further infringement on our privileges 
when opportunity may offer. Nor do. 
I fee any reafon fw this indulgence to 

be 
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be given a man, who has fpared no pains 
to degrade the name of the Englifli j 
taken every opportunity to infult our 
flag } has almoft totally fliopt our bufinefs 
for near fix months pafl:, and infulted this 
Board, by attempting to enforce a trea- 
ty, executed by the Governor only, and 
that by threats and arms. 

Hfs letter to Mahomed Alice, collec- 
tor at Dacca, is a fufficient proof of the 
firft i and Mahomed Alice’s letter to the 
Sickdar of Sundeep, could not be \vrit- 
ten but by his order. 

However, as the majority of the 
Board are for making fomc allowance, I 
think two and a half per cent, on the 
rowana, on fait only, is full fufficient; 
but as tobacco has only paid duties in 
jfome parts, and duilucks been granted 
with it from others, I think that we 
ought not to pay any duties on it. 

The fait produced on the Company’s 
lands ought not to pay duties. 

The right to coin bullion in the 
mints of this empire is fully confirmed 

VoL. II. D d by 



402 A Narrative of the 

by an exprefs * hufbul-hookum. No. 21, 
tliat two and a quarter per cent, is what 
Juggutfeet paid to the government, and* 
much about what the Dutch pay ; there- 
fore, I think we ought to have the pri- 
vilege of coining all the Company’s mo- 
nies, in any of the mints of the three 
provinces, at two and a quarter per cent, 
which is more than fufficient to defray 
the charges of coinage. 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
in confcquence of the government’s col- 
led:ing a duty on fait, and which we 
have for the moll part acquiefccd in, a 
duty fliould be paid the government, of 
two and a half per cent, on the rowana 
price, as it appears all the rowanas run 
at that rate j but as he looks upon it as 
an infringement of the Firmaun privi- 
lege. 

Here once for all I will remark, thatahufbul- 
as they call it, is nothing more than a 
writino* from the vizir, enjoining a ftriil obedience 
to tlie King's Firmaun, but conveys no diftindl or 
further privileges. The Firmaun gives us leave to 
coin, but without raeittion or the rate, and of courfe 
V C fhould pay as other merchants. No hulbul- 
Jiookum expreflbs more. 
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lege, the Nabob ought to be informed 
it is a conceflion on our part ; that this 
duty of two and a half per cent, fhould 
be paid at one place, and no other de- 
mands made on any occafion, or boats 
flopped with fait on any pretence, hav- 
ing the droga’s receipt on the back of 
the Company’s duftuck. That the fait 
produced on the Company’s lands (hould 
alfo pay duty, as it has hitherto done, 
there having been no diftindlion made. 
That tobacco, and beetle-nut, ought not 
to pay duties, as duftucks for thofe arti- 
cles have generally been given, and no 
duties paid at the'place they were pro- 
duced at, except at Dacca and Lucky- 
poor, on the fale of the former, which 
appears to have been an arbitrary thing, 
as the duty on that article ought certain- 
ly to have been colle<fted at every place. 

That in regard to the exchange of mo- 
ney , as we have an undoubted right to coin 
ficcas from our Firmaun and funnuds, 
we ought to infill on what we coin 
(hould pafs ; but to obviate any lofs, that 
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif- 
D d 2 ferent 



404 ^Narrative of the 

ferent mint at another place, we fliould 
get ftamps of the feveral mints, where 
we may have occafion to fend money, and* 
eoi,n with thofe llamps accordingly. 

Mr. HayV Opinion. 

I HAVE already given my opinion, 
that no duties Ihould be paid j and as I 
can conceive no reafon for paying any, 
but to fliew that we will not prefs our 
rights harder on the prefent Nabob, than 
we did on the laft ; I therefore think if 
any duty is paid, it Ihould be the fame 
as in Meer Jaffier’s time. 

I THINK the Company, and their fer> 
vants, who carry out the produce of the 
Company’s lands with a dulluck, thould 
pay no duties. " 

I THINK, by the grants from Delly, 
that we have a right to coin and recoin 
money in the Nabob’s mints j and that 
it ihould be done at the rates the Com- 
pany receive from perlbns that coin and 
recoin in their mints, which is about the 
lame that has hitherto been paid at Patna. 
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Mr, Johnftone’j Opinion. 

That we have a right to a free trade 
without paying duties of any kind* 
whenever our duftuck is granted, and 
that it fhould be granted for all articles 
of gruff, &c. for the inland traflick and 
confumption in the country, as well aS 
for goods imported and exported, I ex- 
preifed in my minute of yefterday ; but 
as the majority were for acquiefcing to 
continue to the Nabob, as a point of fa- 
vor, not of right, a certain allowance 
on fait, tho’ I diflent from all fnch al* 
lowancc in any manner, as it is efta* 
blifhing by cuflom, though not by right, 
a duty upon an article that makes fo 
very confiderable a part of the produce 
and revenues of the Company's lands, 
and which they may hereafter probably 
difapprove j yet, as the queftion now 
ilands, that fomething fhould be conti- 
nued to be paid to the Nabob, and it 
is demanded what that fhould be j two 
and a half per cent, on the rowana price, 
1 think the moft that fhould be paid. 

D d 3 The 
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The article of tobacco having been 
hitherto carried on with the Company’s 
duftuck towards Coflimbuzar, Malda,* 
and Patna, from Calcutta, and no rowa- 
na ever taken out for it, at Dacca and 
Luckypoor, where only it has ever been 
paid j I look on our right to grant duf- 
tucks for this article as fully eftablifhed, 
as on any other gruff article, for which 
the Company now grant their duftuck. 
This I think may be done with as much 
right, in virtue of our Firmaun and 
treaties, as for any articles of confump- 
tion to be imported to Calcutta, which 
the Prefident propofes fhould be carri- 
ed on without duties, and on which, be- 
fore the revolution, we paid as well as 
on any other article. 

A s the Calcutta ficcas cannot pafs 
at Dacca, and Patna without a difcount, 
contrary to the treaty for eftablifhing our 
mint; and the currency of the Calcutta fic- 
cas thro’ the threeprovinces, withoutBat- 
ta, and th e N abob Meer Jaffier on this con- 
fideration granted perwanahs for coining 
the fum necelfarjT’for the bufinefs of the 

fadories 
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fadlories at Patna and Dacca, I think 
we have a juft claim to coin as formerly 
’ fo much in thofe mints at two and a 
quarter per cent, which I think better 
than ftamping ficcas of thofe places in 
our mints, as it appears by the example of 
our Moorfhedabad liccas, that the ftiroffs. 
will always elude this method, and not 
receive thofe rupees but at a difcount. 

Mr. Haftings’j Opinion. 

Mr. Hastings is of opinion, in 
anfwer to queftion the firft. 

That nine per cent, on the prime 
coft of each article fliould be paid to 
the government, which he judges to be 
pretty nearly the fame with the duty paid 
by other merchants. 

To queftion the fecond. That every 
article of inland trade being produced, 
tho’ not in equal abundance, upon the 
Company’s lands, to except them from 
the duty levied upon the fame articles 
produced in other parts, would be a 
fource of continual frauds and difputes 
with the government j and that there- 
fore all fuch goods fliould, be taxed, pr none. 

D d 4 Ta 
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T o queftion the third. That we have 
no fuch right of coining in the Nabob’s 
mints, nor the leafl pretence to claim ' 
it, that he knows of. 

Mr. Cartier’j Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier thinks, that no du- 
ty (hould be paid on any article of our 
trade but fait, as he finds tobacco has 
paid no duties in any part of the coun- 
try but Dacca and Luckypoor j and has 
ever been confidered, by the gentlemen 
in Calcutta who have traded in it, as free 
from any, and duftucks procured from 
the Prefidency ; Collimbuzar, Patna and 
Malda, circulating the fame. 

T H A T we fhould likewife infill upon 
the privilege of coining in the fevcral 
mints of the provinces, unlefs we can 
enforce the currency of the difierent fpc- 
cies of rupees, agreeable to the fixed 
batta of the place they may be fent to, 
which will render any application on this 
head unnecelTaiy. 

That the fait produced in the Com- 
pany’s lands Ihould be fubjecfl to the 
fame duty, as wha^ may be produced in 
other parts of the country. Mr* 
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Mr. Billers’j Opinion. 

As it is agreed by the Board, to pay 
a duty on certain articles of the inland 
trade, I give it as my^opinion, that fait 
is the only article which ought to pay 
cuftom to the country government, that 
two and half per cent, on the rowana 
price fhould be the ftipulated rate, and 
that the produce on the Company’s lands 
Ihould pay the fame. 

I T H I N K we have a right to recoin 
the Company’s money either at Patna or 
Dacca, on paying two one-fourth per 
cent, being the ufual cuftom paid hi- 
therto at Patna. 

Mr. Batfon’r Opinion. 

Mr. Batson, in anfwer to the fe- 
veral queftions propofed in confultation 
of the 22d of February, gave his opi- 
nion, that we ftiould acquiefee in paying 
the fame duties on fait and tobacco, that 
have been paid fince Meer JafiiePs com- 
ing to the Subahftiip j but that the fame 
ftiould not be agreed to, by any publick 
deed or writing. The Prefident yefter- 
day propofed the fame queftion, to be 

anfwered 
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anfwered again by yes or no, without ex- 
planation or reftridlion. Mr. Batfon 
therefore thinks proper to explain him- 
felf further on this head. He thinks, 
we fhould continue tacitly to acquiefcc 
in paying fuch duties on fait and tobacco, 
and at fuch places only, as we did in 
Meer Jaffi^r’s time, that the Nabob may 
not complain of our ufing him worfe, in 
any refpedt, than we did Meer Jaffier ; 
but that we Ihould not even make any 
publick declaration thereof, much left 
agree to it by any publick deed. He fur- 
ther thinks, no new treaty Ihould be en- 
tered into with the Nabob on this head; 
but that we fhould infill: on his adhering 
llridtly to thofe made with Serajah Dowla 
and Meer Jaffier. 

That he does not fee any reafon for 
making a diftin<Sion in regard to goods 
produced in the Company’s lands ; and 
thinks we have a right to coin in the 
mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it. 
Ihould be done at the fame rate, it was 
in Meer Jaffier’s time. 


Major 
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Major Carnac’j Opinion. 

Major Carnac has given it as his 
opinion, that no duties whatever fliould 
be given to the Nabob : however, a ma- 
jority of the Board having determined, 
that a confideration fhould be paid for 
certain articles of trade ; major Carnac 
thinks it fliould only be upon fuch arti- 
cles, for which the Nabob can plead 
our conftant practice, and this cannot 
be done of any other commodity, fave 
fait j the moft equitable ftatement for 
which feems to be, to pay the fums fpe- 
cified in the rowana, viz. two and half 
per cent. 

Major Carnac hopes, whatever 
allowance may be agreed on, the Board 
will be particularly careful to have it ex- 
plained to the Nabob, that it is a matter 
of favor, not of right. 

Mr. Amyatt’j Opinion. 

T H E general opinion of the Board be- 
ing, we had an undoubted right to trade 
free from any duty whatever j but that 
the prelent Nabob fliould enjoy a reve- 
nue equal with his predeceffors, they a- 
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greed to pay him a confideration for fuch 
inland trade, to which Mr. Amyatt rea- 
dily concurs j and thinks the conlidera- 
tion now to be allowed, is intended to 
amount to as much as was before, and 
is now paid ; fo that all the inland trade 
in general (hould be taxed to pay this 
charge, as every article can equally bear 
it j and a duty of two per cent. Ihould 
be levied on all articles purchaled in any 
part of the country, to be fent and fold 
in another part. But to prevent any im- 
pediments in carrying on our bufinefs, 
or vexations from deligned delays in re- 
ceiving this duty by the government’s 
people, he would propofe, that all goods 
pafs with a Company’s duftuck, which 
duftuck being carried to the buxbundarj 
they are immediately to receive their two 
per cent, and give a receipt for the a- 
mount upon the back of the duftuck 5 
and then thofe goods are free to pafs, 
and be fold any where. 

Mr. Amyatt is of opinion, fince an 
allowance upon fait is agreed on, it 
(hottld be equally granted upon that 

which 
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which is made in our own perganahs* 
With refpeft to the mint at Patna and 
Dacca, he fees no occafion for the un- 
limited ufe thereof j and. the fum we 
have demanded to be yearly coined there, 
being fufficient for all reafonable pur- 
pofes, he is of opinion, that and no more 
fliould be infilled on. 

Major Adams’x Opinion. 

Major Adams efteems his opinion 
fufficiently exprelTed in his minute of 
yefterday, in anfwer to the fecond quef- 
tion propofed the 19th, namely, that the 
duties which have hitherto been paid 
ihould continue to be fo, to prevent dif- 
turbances, and embroiling our affairs 
with the country government. 

’The Prefident’r Opinion. 

As I am of opinion the inland trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
articles of the produce of the country, is 
not comprehended within the privi- 
leges of the Firmaun, and confequently 
that we have no right to infift, or expedl 
to carry it on cuftom-free ; fo I think, if 
we find it for our advantage to carry it 
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on, we muft be Tatisfied with the fame 
terms as other merchants, and pay the 
eflabliHied King’s duties at every place, 
unlefs we can agree with the Nabob for 
an equivalent. 

By all the informations I could get 
on this fubjedt, I find, that from this 
place to Patna, the King’s duties are 
colledted on fait at fix different places, 
viz. Hoogly, Moorfhedabad, or Ja- 
linghy, Rajemahl, Carrigola, Baugle- 
poor, and finally, the dewannee duty upon 
the fales at Patna. 

The amount of thefe, reckoned at 
the lowefl: of the feveral informations I 
took, was more than twenty-five rupees 
per hundred maunds j or if we reckon 
them at what is faid to be the regular 
King’s duties, at every place where du- 
ties are colledled, that is, two and a half 
per cent, the amount will be fifteen per 
cent. 

On tobacco it appears, that both at 
Dacca and Luckypoor they have paid 
four anas per maund ; which reckoning 

^ the 
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the coft two rupees per maund, will 
turn out above twelve per cent. 

O N beetle-nut it appears, they have 
hitherto paid no duties ; but for my part, 
I can co'nceive no other diftindion be- 
tween what ought to pay duties to the 
country government, and what not, but 
this of foreign trade j that is, goods im- 
ported, and goods bought for exporta- 
tion ; and inland trade, in articles of the 
produce of the country from place to 
place in the country j the firft of which, 
being a Firmaun privilege, pays duties 
to the Company, and goes with their 
duftuck j the fecond, I underftand not 
to be a Firmaun privilege j it goes from 
place to place in the country, without 
paying any duties to the Company; and I 
think the government has as much right 
to their cullom from us on fuch trade, 
as from other merchants. 

Upon the whole, I think nine per 
cent, on the prime coft of the goods a 
very eafy and advantageous accommoda- 
tion for the Englifti dealers in this trade; 
and as the Nabob has confented to accept 

that, 
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that, as an equivalent for all demands 
throughout the three provinces, I am 
of opinion, we iliould readily agree to it, 
and obtain a confirmed right to what has 
hitherto been always difputed ; and I muft 
add, that I think it is a tax which the 
trade will well bear. 

Reckoning fait at eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds, which is a high price 
for the prime coft, we ihall pay only fc- 
ven rupees and a quarter per hundred 
maunds. With refpcfl: to the produce 
of the Company’s lands, I think the mer- 
chants who deal in that ihould pay cuf- 
toms equally with others, as they have 
always hitherto done to the country go- 
vernment, upon what has been carried 
up the country, and to the Company 
tliemfelves upon what has been import- 
ed at Calcutta. 

As to our right by former grants to 
coin in the King’s mints, it may be 
doubted, whether the grant to hold a 
mint ourfelves docs not fupercede. the 
former ; but fuppofing it does not, and 
that we have yet a’Vight to coin in the 

King’s 
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King’s mints> it is not with any parti- 
cular indulgence as to the rate of the 
coinage, but we muft pay the fame mint 
charges as other merchants.” 

It was no eafy matter to determine 
who were the majority, and what was 
their opinion ; but at length it was re- 
folved, that the majority of the Board 
were agreed, that two and a half per 
cent, on the rowana price, fhould be the 
eftablifhed cuftom on fait ; that the arti- 
cle of fait only Ihould pay a cuftom to 
the country government, and this as a 
compliment, a favor, a confideration» 
not a right. 

I BELIEVE it will be hard to produce 
an inftance like this, of a queftion of fo 
much confequence being determined, by 
fuch a ftrange confufion of voices ; and 
indeed nothing can be more abfurd than 
the determination itfelf y for if they were 
of opinion, the Mogul King’s Firmaun 
did convey fuch aii unlimited extent to 
our private trade, .the point had better 
have been fettled aC once, that nothing 
VoL. 11. E e fliould 
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fliould be paid ; if on the other hand, 
they began to perceive they had been 
milled, and that the Firmaun did not 
convey fuch an unlimited extent, then 
they fliould have refolved to carry it on 
like other merchants ; or if they meant 
to go by former precedents, they fhould 
have paid fuch duties as had been paid 
before, not only on fait, but tobacco 
likewife. Upon the whole, they neither 
did juflice to themfelves, nor to the Na- 
bob, nor to former cuftom j but made 
an arbitrary rule, which any majority of 
the Council, may at any time annul, and 
form another with equal right. 

When the Council delired me to 
fettle a regulation of the private trade on 
a folid plan, either they meant to ac- 
knowledge fome rights in the Nabob, 
or elfc pretended to mean fo, purpofely 
to deceive me, and aggravate, by this ar- 
tifice, cur difputes with the government. 
If they had refolved to acknowledge no 
rights, they Ihould have defired me to 
declare to the Nabob, that he niuft not 
attempt to reftrain*^ the Englifh or their 

gomaftahs. 
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gomaftahs, nor demand cuftoms of any 
vkind, nor hinder their carrying their 
trade in all articles to all corners of the 
country. If this was their refolution, I 
fay, they fliould have declared it then, 
and I would have endeavored to make 
the Nabob fubmit to it, until he could 
get redrefs from the court of diredlors j 
but I believe the truth is, that the Coun- 
cil, at the time they defired me to fettle a 
plan, and fent me the account of duties 
paid at Luckypoor for my guidance, did 
really mean to pay duties, and acknow- 
ledge the Nabob’s rights, but other no- 
tions were inftilled into them afterwards. 

Then they affedt to be furprized, that 
I found my authority on the plain fenfe 
of the words of their letter, of the 15th 
of November, and * fay, that their an- 
fwer to Mr. Haftings and me, dated the 
27th of December, plainly demon drates, 
that they never gave, nor intended to 
give me power to conclude thofe regula- 
tions, or any other. It is true, their 
E e 2 letter 

♦ See Mr. Amyatt’s Minute of the 3J of Febru- 
ary, p. 257. 
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letter qf the zjth. of December contra- 
dicts the former ; but I could not with- ^ 
out the gift of prophecy know, that 
they meant nothing by their firft letter, 
and that they would contradict it by ano- 
ther, which was to reach me, after I had 
taken leave of the Nabob. 

Mr. Hastings, at the confultation 
of the 2d of March, defired leave to fay 
fomething further in explanation of that 
article of his opinion, of the firft, which 
related to the fetting proper bounds of 
authority between the government's 
officers, and the Englifti gomaftahs. 
This additional minute was as follows. 

Mr s Minute of the2d ^March. 

TN the confultation of yefterday, it 

**■ having been entered as the unani- 
mous opinion of the Board, with the fin- 
gle exception of myfelf, that the Eng- 
lifti gomaftahs ftiould be fubjeCl to no 
controul from the government j I muft 
beg leave to fubjoin another argument 
to what I have already faid upon the 
^ fubjeCt, 
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fubjedt, in favor of this Angularity of 
fentiment. 

In all affairs relating to our connexi- 
ons with the country government, one 
objeX we’lhould ever keep in view, as 
of the higheft importance to the future 
welfare of the Company. I mean, the 
duration of their acquifitions, and influ- 
ence in this country. Whatever may 
ferve to perpetuate and fix thefe advan- 
tages, though attended with a prefent 
inconvenience, fhould be invariably pur- 
fued : and whatever prefent or tempo-* 
rary conveniencies have a tendency to de- 
ftroy them, or to change our connexi- 
ons, fhould be for the fame reafon re- 
jeXed. An union between two powers, 
which Hand in need of each other’s af- 
fiftance, and whofe interefts agree, may 
endure for ages : but where that mu-r 
tual dependence is wanting, and their in- 
terefts are perpetually clafhing, the great- 
eft efforts of human wifdom will fcarce- 
ly be able to unite them on Any folid 
foundation. Such unfortunately is our 
iituation in our alliance with the Nabob.^ 
E e 3 His 
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His power, if properly fupported, and 
a mutual confidence were eftabliflied be- 
tween us, would indeed afford us the 
grcatefi: benefit and fecurity. But the 
chief fource of difcord between us, arifes 
from the intricacy of our connedtions 
with him. Our lands (the leaft fubjedl 
indeed of contention, becaufe divided 
by known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe 
to, and even in the midll of his. Our 
trade is circulated through every part of 
his country, and our agents and depen- 
dents intimately blended with his fub- 
jedfs, without any bounds to mark out 
the extent of his authority, and our own 
privileges. 

I T is now propofed to fix fuch a li- 
mitation, by abfolving every perfon em- 
ployed in our fervice from the jurifdic- 
tion of the government. This, it is true, 
will prevent their fuffering any oppref- 
fion, but it gives them a full licence of 
opprefling others ; fince whatever crimes 
they may commit, the magiftrate mull 
patiently look on, nor dare even to de- 
fend the lives or prdj)erties of the fub- 

jedts 
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je£ls entrufted to his care, without a 
violation of our rights and privileges. 
Such is the expedient propofed for the 
fecurity of our trade, and for preferving 
the tranquility of the country ! 

Such a fyftem of government cannot 
fail to create in the minds of the vvretcli- 
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eng- 
lifli name and authority ; and how will 
it be poffible for the Nabob, w'hilft he 
hears the cries of his people, which he 
cannot redrefs, not to \vifli to free him- 
Ifelf from an alliance, which fubje< 5 ts him 
to fuch indignities ^ 

I FORBEAR, at prefent, to take notice 
of the methods, which arc to be em- 
ployed as checks of fuch a licentioufnefs ; 
but fliall briefly obferve, that if the 
Chiefs of the factories are to be made 
the judges in all caufes, in which their 
gomaftahs are concerned, whatever their 
integrity may be, or how unbiaflfed fo- 
ever their judgments ; yet fuch is the 
infatuation of mankind (not to Ijjeak of 
Bengallees alone) that in ninety-nine 
cafes out of an hundred^' they will' Tai- 
E e 4 ther 
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ther fubmit to oppreffion, than forfake 
their houfes, and travel with a crowd 
of witneffes to the neareft factory in 
quell of judice, when they believe their 
judge to be interelled in the fuit againft 
them j as there will be few inftances, in 
which it will not be in the power of the 
gomadah to conncdl his own frauds or 
rogueries with the intered of his em- 
ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to 
chadize him.’* 

At the fame confultation a letter was 
received from Dacca, inclofing a copy 
of one which Mahomed Alice, the col- 
Icdlor, there, had received from the Na- 
bob, on the fubjed: of a complaint I had 
made of fome bales of cloth belonging 
to me having been dopped. The Nabob 
reprimands Mahomed Allee, for not dif- 
tinguidiing between the foreign trade, 
which would go with a duduck ; and 
the inland trade, which alone was to 
pay duties j and in the podfeript, for- 
bids him to moled any gomadaha, or to 
demand duties upon goods, which diould 
have the Company’s, or my duduck. I 

wrote 
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wrote to the Nabob immediately to ex- 
plain to him, that one and the fame duf- 
tuck was ever ufed for the Company’s 
goods and mine, and all other gentle- 
men’s in the fervice ; and that his giv- 
ing a particular order in favour of my 
gomaftahs, was not what I expedted, 
but defired to fare like others j and that 
his cxpreffing any particular regard to 
my intereft, would only give people an 
opportunity of attempting to injure my 
reputation. The Nabob’s letter, and 
my addrefs to him on the fubjedt, are 
entered in the margin *. They are of 

fo 

* Copy of a Utter from tbo Nabob to Mahomed 
Alice. 

By a letter from the Governor I undcrftand, 
“ that with regard to the merchandize of the coun- 
“ try, viz. tobacco, fait, beetle-nut, and dried filh, 
** which at different places are purchafed and fold, 
“ tho’ they want to pay 9 per cent, yet- you are 
“ dehrous of flopping the buflnefs, and will not 
“ pay any regard to it, but endeavour to interrupt 
** the trade ; that you likewife demand duties on the 
“ Company’s cloth, which has the Company’s duf- 
** tuck, and never was known to pay an y duties. 
** That Coja Afkafuc, through the means of Coja 

Wanis, 
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fo little confequence, that I Ihould not 
have fwelled this Narrative with them, 
but that it will appear in the fequel, 
that Meflieurs Johnftone and Hay did 
* really 

Wanis, was appointed to tranfadl the Governor's 
private bufinefs at Dacca, and had, agreeably to 
the Company's duftuck, provided thirty bales of 
cloth, twenty-eight of which he fent before, and 
afterwards the two others ; but you intercepted 
them, and demanded duties thereon ; and with- 
out reafon demanded duties on cloths, and on the 
Company’s purchafes, that before never paid 
« any.” 

The Governor and myfelf have agreed, that 
on the Company’s exports and imports, having 
a duftuck, no duties fhall be demanded by any 
one ; and whatever goods are purchafed and fold 
within this country, being the produce of this 
country, fhall pay 9 per cent, at the place where 
they are bought. A copy of the agreement I be- 
fore fent to you ; but it is amazing you will not 
obferve the contents, but interrupt the Company’s 
goods. Now I ftriftly order you to examine well 
the agreement, and aft according to it. You arc 
not to make any demand on goods at any of the 
Company’s places of trade, having the Company’s 
duftucks ; but on whatever goods are purchafed„ 
being the produce of the c^pntry, you are to take 
9 per cent, at the place where they are purchafed ; 

and 
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really make fuch an attempt, although 
I did not fufpeft it at that time. 

The 4th of March, Meffieurs Car- 
tier, Johnftone Hay, Senior, and Bolts, 

joined 

and never in any refpe£l deviate from the agree- 
ment. This ftriAly obferve. 

P. S. The Governor writes, that you impede 
the gomaftah for his private bufinefs ; there is no 
mention of private or public in the agreement ; yet, 
as he is my true friend, I now write, that if the 
faid gomaftah has the Company’s or the Governor’s 
duftuck, you are not to impede him. 

ExtraSf of a Letter from the Governor to the Nabob. 

The Chief of Dacca fent me the copy of a letter 
wrote by you to Mahomed Alice Beg, in which he 
is ftridlly charged to take cuftoms according to my 
agreement; and (although there is no diftineftionof 
perfons mentioned in the agreement, yet, as I have 
a proper friendftiip for you) not to interrupt the 
gomaftahs employed in my trade, who fhall be pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The 
regulations contained in that letter, or agreement of 
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to your pei wannah, 
in order to put an end to the difputcs between your 
people and the Engliftn gomaftahs, cannot now take 
place ; becaufe that, through the injurious beha- 
viour of Mahomed Alice Beg, and Syed Jelaul 
Bocary, and the other officers of the fircar, greater 

difturbances 
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joined in a reprefentation to the Board* 
of obftrudions they met with in their 
private trade at Rangamettee. The in- 
juries complained of were fuch* as re- 
quired immediate redrefs ; it was re- 
folved therefore to fend a party of fee- 
poys to feize the fougedar, and free the 
bufinefs which was Hopped. 

This was followed by a like com- 
plaint from Patna, of their opium bufi- 
nefs being obftrudted at Bahar, and du- 
ties demanded j but it concluded with 
advifing, that they fliould fend a party of 
feepoys to protect their gomafiahs. 


And 

difturbances have arifen than ever. This 1 have 
already acquainted you with. You order Mahomed 
Allec not to interrupt any trade which fliall be pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. All 
the duftucks granted, either for my goods, or other 
gentlemen’s, are the Company’s, and the fame 
which have ever been eftablilhcd. I reprefented to 
you, that no interruption muft be given to the trade 
of the Englifli, and did not fpeak of my own in 
particular j becaufe my bufinefs, and that of other 
gentlemen, is on the fame footing ; and the dif- 
tinf^ion you make in my favour, can only gain me 
an ill name. 
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And the fame day a general refolu- 
tion was taken, concerning the difputes 
which might happen in future between 
the officers of the country government 
and our gomaftahs, to the following 
purport. 


End of Vol. II. 









